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The 1935 D $1.00 Silver Certificates
By George W. Killian

The 1935 D Silver Certificates bear the signature; of
Georgia Neese Clarke (the first woman to hold the post
of Treasurer of the United States) and John W. Snyder
as Secretary of the Treasury; therefore, the 1935 D's
were printed between June 21, 1949 and January 20,
1953, the dates they were in office together. Thus the
1935 D Silver Certificates were current during Harry
S. Truman's administration.

From the time the 1935's were first issued (in 1935),
there had been no significant change in their design
until during the production of the 1935 D's. During
the production of the 1935 D's the reverse plates were
altered to slightly reduce the vertical height of the de-
sign. The change may be most readily seen by examin-
ing a 1935 C and a 1935 E Silver Certificate. The "C"
note will have a wider portion of the design below the
words ONE DOLLAR while the "E" will have a narrower
portion of the design under the words ONE DOLLAR.

The 1935 D Silver Certificate may be found with
both types of backs. The wider back (as on the 1935 C)
is usually referred to as type I or W (Wide), while
the narrow back (as on the 1935 El is referred to as
type II, or N (Narrow).

The rear plate numbers used for printing type I backs
have numbers below approximately 5000, while the type
II's are printed from rear plates having numbers above
approximately 5000. [The number 5000 is picked from
observation and is not to be considered official. The
highest and lowest rear plate numbers I have seen on
types I and II are 4971 and 5081, respectively. The
change must have occurred between these numbers].

As pointed out in the article entitled Current Currency
in the Spring 1963 issue of PAPER MONEY, our dollars
are serially numbered with the first one hundred million
notes having numbers with the letters A .... A; the
next one hundred million notes with the letters B .... A
and so on. I can not give the earliest official letter
combination on the 1935 D's, but the earliest I have seen
is in the T E series, and the latest I have seen is
in the M G series. There is no specific serial letter
combination after which one can say all notes will have
type II backs. This results from the fact that the Bureau
of Printing and Engraving prints the front and backs
in separate printing operations and then later applies
the serial numbers. Accordingly, while there is a clear
change in the back starting with a particular rear plate
number, stocks of both types of backs were available
and printed with fronts and then numbered.

Therefore, it is possible to find 1935 D Silver Certifi-
cates with type II backs that have earlier serial numbers
(including the letters, of course) than some of the 1935
D's with type I backs. For example, I have a 1935 D
in the M F series with a type II back, and one in
the E G series having a type I back. I also have
1935 D's in the P 	 F series with both types of backs

and with serial numbers differing by less than 25. In
addition I have several sets of 1935 D's that have con-
secutive serial numbers but which have different backs.
This condition occurs when sheets with both types of
backs are interleaved and then serially numbered.

There is another area of general interest concerning
a change in the 1935 D series, or more specifically a
change between the 1935 D's and the 1935 E's, that is
not generally known. The 1935 D's and earlier notes
were printed in sheets of 12, while the 1935 E's were
printed in sheets of 18. At the time this change was
made, a change was also made in the technique for
serially numbering the notes. With the 1935 D's and
earlier $1.00 Silver Certificates, one could divide the
serial number by six and the remainder would be the
numerical equivalent (or six less than the numerical
equivalent) of the position letter located in the upper
left hand corner on the face of the bill. The following
chart indicates the remainder and the corresponding
position letters:

Position
Remainder 	 Letters

0 	 A, G
1	 B, H
2 	 C, 1
3	 D, J
4	 F, K
5 	 F, L

This, of course, means that consecutively numbered
certificates were from different positions. But surpris-
ingly enough, 12 consecutively numbered notes of the
1935 D series were not from all 12 possible positions.
Instead, a group of consecutively numbered notes would
come from positions A to F or G to L but not A to L.
I can speculate that these facts mean either: a) The
original sheet of 12 notes is cut in half before numbers
are added and the numbering machine will only accom-
modate a sheet of six notes, or b) The numbering
machine will accommodate the sheet of 12 notes but
that a large block of numbers is reserved for positions
A to F and an equivalent block for positions G to L.

In either case, since all numbers on a given half sheet
are consecutive, the counters for each position must
advance six after each impression. That is. notes from
the same position on consecutive sheets will have serial
numbers differing by six. In either case, if pre-printed
sheets with both types of backs were interleaved and
then serially numbered, notes would be produced having
consecutive serial numbers but different type backs. In
any case, two such notes would have to come from
different sheets because all notes on a given sheet have
the same back.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 38.)
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Illustrated here is a $5 note of the Piscataqua Ex-
change Bank of Portsmouth, N. H. Its history empha-
sizes the error in calling all obsolete bank notes "broken
bank notes." The Piscataqua Bank was established in
1824; the name was changed to The Piscataqua Ex-
change Bank in 1844. It continued with that title until
1863 when it converted to the First National Bank. All
of the issued and signed Piscataqua Exchange Bank
Notes were redeemed in gold and silver coins of the
United States as far as is known.

This is a typical example of notes redeemed in the
1863-65 period after the National Bank Act was passed.
Approximately 922 state banks were converted to na-

tional banks during the three-year period. After all
had changed to national banks, they listed "state bank
notes outstanding" together with the estimated amount of
money held for their redemption under "Liabilities" on
their statements.

Some of the banks that are still operating will redeem
their obsolete notes issued under state charter. Thus, the
term "broken bank notes" is not only misleading but
in some cases, downright false. Moreover, the broken
bank note term should never apply to scrip and southern
state notes. Obviously, then, the better term is "obsolete
bank note," with the adjective "historical" added when
more description is needed.
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Therefore the consecutive notes with different backs
(change-over pairs) would have to be from the last posi-
tion of one of the halves of the original sheet of 12
(position F or Ll and from the first position of the
corresponding half of the next original sheet of 12
(position A or G). That is, the change-over pairs could
only be from positions F and A or L and G, but either
position could be type I or type II. All change-over
pairs I have, or have seen, are from the positions as
described.

Starting with the 1935 E's, the serial numbering
technique changed so that 8000 consecutive numbers
were all from the same position. This new numbering
technique is used on all bills in current production ex-
cept that with the 1957's and 1963's, 20,000 consecu-
tive numbers are from one position. The relationship
between the serial numbers and positions of the 1957
series of Silver Certificates is disclosed in an article in
the Summer 1963 issue of PAPER MONEY. The same
relationship is used for the new $1.00 Federal Reserve
Notes. As a result of carelessness on my part, the lay-
out of the 32 positions is not shown correctly in the cited
article. The Treasury Department has now indicated
that the layout is:

Al
	

El
	

A2
	

E3
BI
	

Fl
	

B3
	

F3
CI
	

GI
	

C3
	

G3
DI HI D3 H3
A2 E2 A4 E4
B2 F2 B4 F4
C2 G2 C4 G4
D2 H2 D4 H4

I have been advised that the last of the 1935 D's were
printed by the process used for the 1935 E's. If this
is correct, it would mean that 1935 D's are available
from positions M to R and that on these 1935 D's the
remainder, when the serial number is divided by six,
will not indicate the position as described above. I
will appreciate the opportunity to see a 1935 D that came
from an original sheet of 18 and will swap a crisp
uncirculated change-over pair for a crisp uncirculated
sample of such a 1935 D. Although the data given is
believed to be reliable and accurate, it should be under-
stood that all information is based on observations and
deductions only.

The author will welcome any additional information
that any reader can provide concerning the 1935 D
Silver Certificates.
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