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Portraits on Obsolete Bank Notes

I. Edward Bates, President Lincoln's War Time Attorney General

By Fred R. Marckhoff

Portrait of Edward Bates, 1793-1869. $5 Union Military
Bond, Jefferson City, Missouri, 1883.

Edward Bates was born in Virginia in 1793. In 1813
he joined a volunteer militia company to help repel a
threatened English attack on Norfolk, Va. He rose to
the rank of sergeant in less than a year of service. On
the advice of his brother, Frederick, then the Secretary
of Missouri Territory, Edward went to St. Louis in 1814
and began the study of law. In 1816 he began the prac-
tice of law and two years later formed a partnership with
Joshua Barton, a brother of David Barton, one of the
earliest Senators from Missouri. This partnership con-
tinued until 1823, when Barton was killed in a duel. Bates
was elected a delegate to the State Constitutional Conven-
tion in 1820. In the same year he was made Attorney
General of Missouri and in 1822 became a member of
the legislature. By 1824 he had become a State's At-
torney and was elected a member of the legislature in
1826. He also served in the legislatures of 1830 and
1834. In 1842 he re-entered the practice of law in St.
Louis. He was appointed Secretary of War by President

Fillmore in 1850, but declined for domestic reasons. He
then became Judge of the old St. Louis Land Court in
1853.

In the presidential election of 1860 Bates received 48
votes on the first ballot, but withdrew in favor of another
candidate named Abraham Lincoln. After the election,
Bates was offered any post he wished in Mr. Lincoln's
Cabinet except that of Secretary of State. He accepted
the post of Attorney General and in so doing became the
first cabinet officer from a State west of the Mississippi
River. Bates' influence in Lincoln's cabinet waned after
disagreement with other members on several important
issues, and he resigned his post in 1864. He returned to
Missouri, but his health was declining rapidly and he
died in 1869.

This is the first identification of Mr. Bates in any
numismatic journal, on the Missouri note illustrated here-
with.
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