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Emergency Currency of the Civil War Period
by M. M. Burgett

While most coin and currency collectors are familiar with
the encased postage stamps and fractional currency which
were used to replace the vanished small coins of the early
1860's, and to a lesser degree with the privately produced
envelopes used to protect the U. S. postage stamps utilized
as currency, there seems to be little awareness of, and no
interest in the cardboard currency tickets provided by cer-
tain merchants, which are believed to have been used to
fill the need for small change in the very early days of the
war. Occasionally mention of these tickets can be found in
early auction catalogues, but they seem never to have been
plentiful. The writer has found only seven varieties of
these tickets in thirty years of collection, so this would
seem to indicate a definite rarity. Probably few were issued
and, as a matter of course, only a fraction could have sur-
vived. Those tickets seen by the writer have been, with one
exception, oblong in shape and printed on one side only.
A similar series, issued by army sutlers, has been listed and
described by James J. Curto, but apparently no listing has
ever been made of the pieces issued by civilian storekeepers.
The following descriptive list covers all such items owned
by the writer; naturally there is no way of knowing how
many others are tucked away in collections, dealers' stocks,
or in the traditional "attics" in which fabulous treasures
are popularly supposed to be secreted:
1. Briggs House—"Good for ten cents, when presented in

sums of not less than one dollar." Yellow cardboard,
oblong, 1 7/8"x 1 1/8".

2. G. 0. Chipman—"Good for two cents. I will redeem in
P. 0. currency when presented." Green, round,
scalloped, 1 1/8".

3. Grosvenor and Horn, No. 387 Bowery—"Good for one
cent." Yellow, oblong, 1 15/16"x 1 1/16".

4. Reimund Kroenig, grocery and provision store, corner
of Sigel and Sedgwick Sts.—"Good for one cent in trade,
or redeemable in sums of five cents and upwards."
Green, oblong, 1 3/4"x 1 1/4".

5. Latz and Holzmann—"Good for one cent." Yellow,
oblong, 1 3/4"x 1 1/4".

6. Mrs. Mebbetts' News Depot, 120 First Ave. near
7th St.—"Good for one cent." Yellow, oblong,
1 15/16"x 1 1/16".

7. Decatur Market—"Good for one cent at G. W. Odells,
cor. 7th St. and 1st Ave." Cream, oblong,
1 15/16"xl 1/16".

Tickets numbered 1, 2, 4, and 5 show signs of considerable
circulation, while the remainder arc fresh and new. The
Chipman piece, No. 2, is particularly interesting as it
apparently was issued at the same time the first issue of
official shin-plasters (postage currency) made its appear-
ance. Although no place of issue is designated on any of
these pieces, it is likely that they originated in the larger
cities, as did the printed envelopes which were designed to
contain postage stamps passed from hand to hand as a
circulating medium.
Pursuing these odd bits of cardboard will probably appeal
to only a few individuals, as the great majority of Ameri-
can collectors care only for rolls of modern coins and so-
called "mint errors" of which millions are available, but to
anyone who may be attracted by them, the writer wishes
to say "good hunting."

Announcement of Writing Awards
by G. Wait

With the objective of enlarging and improving the content
of Paper Money and encouraging membership participation
in it, B. M. Douglas of our Board of Governors is generous-
ly offering two awards.
These will consist of a $10 gold piece to be given to the
writer of the best article and a $2 1/2 gold piece for the
second best article published in our magazine prior to the
Summer 1964 issue. Winners must be members of the
Society. While more than one entry may be submitted, no
one may win more than one award. The winning articles
will be chosen by a committee of officers or Governors of
the Society appointed by the President. Officers of the
Society, including Governors, are ineligible for awards.
Our membership of approximately 500 includes a great
many authorities in the field of paper money. Numbered
among them are some well-known writers on numismatics.
It is hoped they will submit articles—but others who have
not tried their hand at writing also might find it a source
of pleasure and satisfaction. If you have a specialty and
have studied your field you are definitely qualified to
write an authoritative article. Stories of paper money col-
lecting experience, if unusual and of general interest,

should also be in order.
Probably due to the appeal of a wider circulation, some of
our members in the past year have submitted articles for
publication in the numismatic papers rather than in our
own magazine. It should be pointed out that this practice
involves some other considerations—(1) it is probable that
a large percentage of subscribers do not read articles on
paper money, (2) the paper is not of a quality which can
do justice to the article, and especially illustrations, (3) a
glossy finish magazine is more likely to be preserved. Think
of the space required to store even one year's issue of a
large weekly or semi-monthly paper!

We are still a comparatively small organization. We want
to continue to grow. Paper money collecting is on the
upswing and if we take an enthusiastic interest in our
Society it will keep pace with the growth of the hobby.
Help us to expand our magazine, our chief asset in attract-
ing new members.

It is hoped that the Douglas awards will provide the added
incentive to give us a larger, attractive, informative maga-

- of which we will all be proud.
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