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as measured by a piezometer he invented. Other inventions
made while in England include refrigeration machinery,
a uniflow steam engine, a central hot-air heating system,
various steam engines and boilers, ship pumps and other
equipment connected with water and steam. He invented
an instrument to measure the depth of water, another to
measure the speed a vessel moved through water. He even

constructed a gun in which steam instead of gunpowder
generated the explosive force—with it a shot went through
eleven planks of hard wood, each an inch thick.

In England Jacob Perkins' inventive genius was recog-
nized. By the time of his death on July 30, 1849, 19 British
patents had been granted to him and he had received many
honors and awards. It is time that we recognize his scien-
tific and numismatic contributions, too.

The Origin Of The Provisional Government Drafts Of Texas
by John H. Swanson

The exact sites where civil authority was exercised in
Texas during the struggle with Mexico are not always
clearly discerned. Hence it does not seem too surprising
that we should find collectors of paper items who presume
that the drafts issued by the auditor of the Provisional
Government were "obviously from Washington on the
Brazos" 1 , whereas an ex-governor of the state has asserted
that:

"The Constitution of 1836, by which the first provis-
ional government of Texas was organized, and which
represented different municipalities, met at San Felipe
de Austin on the Brazos River. That continued to be
the meeting place of the executive offices, i. e., the
governor, the lieutenant governor, and the members
of the Executive Council, of whom there was one for
each community, until their powers ceased upon the
meeting of the Convention, March 1, 1836."2
The Handbook of Texas, which presents the views of

the Texas State Historical Association, places the site of
government at San Felipe during the period now being
considered, but it does not specifically exclude the possi-
bility that one or more civil functionaries could have held
forth in some adjacent settlement.

The drafts of the Provisional Government were issued
during the months of January and February, with all of
the extant specimens being signed by John W. Moody and
H. C. Hudson. Since there were no other signers or official
handlers of the instruments at the time of their preparation,
it is clear that any attempt to determine their geographic
source could begin and end with determination of the
whereabouts of these men during the initial two months of
1836. However, it seems desirable to locate for the reader
all of the civil functionaries whose work could have related
in any way to the issuance of the drafts we are considering.

The General Consultation of 1835 had chosen the gov-
ernor and the members of the General Council, but it had
not specified the place where they would hold forth. On
November 17th the Council voted to move the seat of
government from San Felipe to Washington on the Brazos;
but Governor Smith vetoed the proposal, and it failed to
carry over his veto. 4 Hence, according to one historian,
"the seat of government remained at San Felipe until about
the 22nd of February, 1836."5

During mid-November the Council had passed on all
expenditures, subject to approval of Governor Smith.6

However, on November 24 this arangement was changed,
the signature of the chairman of the Finance Committee
being all that was required for items to be allowed and
paid.7,8 This arrangement was also vetoed by Governor
Smith,9 but it may have been put into immediate use, and
the measure was passed over the governor's veto on Decem-
ber 10.* From that time on Governor Smith was without
control over expenditures.10,11

A Treasurer was arranged for, and "a Standing Com-
mittee of Public Accounts" was created, which Committee
was to "receive, audit, and register all accounts, and report
the same each week" to the Counci1. 12 Joshua Fletcher was
appointed as Treasurer. However, the Treasury became
barren on or about December 23, 13 soon after which date
we cease to hear of Mr. Fletcher, and the use of drafts of
nonnegotiable type, signed by the auditor and the comp-
troller, was instituted as standard monetary practice.

The offices of Auditor and Comptroller were arranged
for on or near December 26. The first and only auditor
to be appointed was John W. Moody, about whom very
little has ever been written. Insofar as is known, he held
forth at the old municipality headquarters—the "state-
house" in the rather metropolitan settlement of San Felipe.
He avoided involvement in the factional quarrels of that
time, and the quality of his service rendered him acceptable
to subsequent administrations as well as to the factions
within the Provisional Government. No writer has ever
reported Moody's presence in Washington on the Brazos.
Whereas the governor, lieutenant governor and officials
of the Council turned their records over to the Convention,
Moody retained his papers at San Felipe. At some time
subsequent to February 29 Moody packed his records and
moved out. His whereabouts cannot be reported for the
next few months. He became the auditor of the Republic's
government at Columbia in October, 1836. While serving
there he put his Provisional Government records in proper
order, and when Houston became the temporary capitol in
1837 he supervised the transport of his papers to that place.
A few months after Lamar became President of the Re-
public, Moody left the Treasury Department to open a
drug store in Houston. His records were presumed to have
been among those which were moved from Houston to
Austin by oxen in September and October, 1839. 14 , 15 They
apparently survived the Archive War but may have been
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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partially or wholly destroyed in one of the Capitol fires, as
that of 1881.

The first Comptroller of the Provisional Government
seems to have been John H. Mony, 16 but he was replaced
by H. C. Hudson in mid-January. The accompanying
illustration places him on duty as late as February 29. His
desk is presumed to have been in the old statehouse in San
Felipe. There are no reports of his ever having been at
Washington on the Brazos. He regarded himself as a "con-
troller" (see illustration). He served the ad-interim govern-
ment at Velasco and was also associated with the Treasury
at Columbus, but he soon received appointment as a dis-
trict attorney from President Houston, and we hear of him
no more in connection with drafts or warrants.17

Governor Smith is known to have still been in San
Felipe on February 27. 18 He is not named among early
arrivals at Washington by Col. Gray, whose notes give us
our most complete single account of the Convention. 1 9 He
seems to have arrived in Washington on or about March
1st.

Lieutenant Governor Robinson, regarded as "Acting
Governor Robinson" by members of the Council after
January 10, was reportedly in San Felipe during mid-Feb-
ruary. 20 A letter was addressed to him there from Wash-
ington on February 26. He is reported to have been among
the early arrivals at Washington on February 28 by Col.
Gray.

Soon after the advent of open breach between Governor
Smith and the Council, certain members of the latter body
began to depart, as for service in the army, and on January
16 it appeared that a quorum could not be mustered after
the following day. The remaining members immediately
sought means of keeping the government functional. A
resolution was prepared which gave to the auditor and

comptroller the independent right to pass on all items of
expenditure and issue drafts in payment where the sums
involved did not exceed five hundred dollars. Since few
if any individual obligations were expected to exceed this
amount, the measure would have the effect of turning
money matters over to the control of the above two officers.
Another measure was prepared which was to create a new
committee of the Council, called the "Committee on
Finance." It was to consist of the Council president or
chairman and of one member of each of the standing com-
mittees. This new committee was to be empowered to
handle most of the functions formerly handled by the
Council. The two resolutions were passed on January 17,
and the Council then adjourned, "to meet at Washington
on February 22nd." 21 The newly-formed committee con-
tinued to meet at San Felipe until February 16, when it
also adjourned, to reconvene thereafter at Washington on
February 22.22Two members of the Council, being also
members of the above committee, are known to have
arrived at Washington on or before February 26. 23,24

Their single known act was to write to Robinson, who was
still at San Felipe. On February 28 Col. Gray observed
only a "fragment of the Council" at Washington.25

During the only study ever made of the source of the
Provisional Government drafts it is found that they were
issued from San Felipe rather than from Washington on
the Brazos, as many collectors have presumed. They were
caused to be issued, insofar as extant specimens are con-
cerned, by John W. Moody and H. C. Hudson, their
signers, who, from January 17 until February 29, inclusive,
had virtually complete control over the Government's
financial matters. No record was found which indicated
that either of these men was ever seen at Washington on
the Brazos. The fate of Hudson's records is currently
unknown, but Moody's records are traced by way of Co-
lumbia and Houston to Austin, where they may have been
destroyed in one of the capitol fires.
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