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Updated July 22, 2012 

BY-LAWS OF THE DICKSON COUNTY YOUTH ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

Article I – Purpose 

Baseball and softball have provided many young people the opportunity to enjoy wholesome fun and recreation. 

Through the decades, most of those wonderful games have been played in sandlots where there are no rules, and the 

kids set up regulations. 

As officials of the Dickson County Youth Athletic Association, Inc., we want to do all that is humanly possible to ensure 

that our children can receive greater benefits and opportunities through organized games and league play than is 

present in non-supervised activities. 

Listed below are a number of items we want our organization to achieve: 

1. Teach the value of respecting authority through well-prepped coaches and umpires who believe in providing 

this type of discipline. 

2. Teach that people do not always have to totally agree with rules and policies to adhere to them. 

3. Teach that one is to be responsible for his or her actions, and that preparation and sacrifice are the methods 

that get you to the top.  Young people do not need to form the habit of blaming others for their failures. 

4. Teach that it is just as important to be able to handle success as it is to accept defeat. 

5. Teach the basic fundamentals of the games which give each child a better chance of utilizing his or her natural 

skills; thus creating the vital feeling of accomplishment and self-worth. 

6. Teach the importance of taking care of other’s property.  All participants should learn to appreciate the 

ballparks we have and the uniforms and equipment that are made available to us. 

7. Teach the one’s sex, race, or social and economic background will not limit or increase the opportunity for 

achievement and recognition. 

We, the Board, feel meeting these objectives are necessary to justify our program.  If they seem 

unimportant…consider the opposites. 

Article II- Membership 

(1) Members.  Members of the Association shall be parents/guardians of participating players, grandparents of 

players, player representatives, team managers and coaches, team sponsors (sponsor to get one vote), 

directors and officers of the Board.  Each member is entitled to vote on the election of officers and directors 

at the Annual Meeting. 

(2) Annual Membership Meeting.  The Annual membership meeting will be held on the second Sunday of June. 

Ratified on August 11, 2013: The Annual Membership meeting will be held the last Sunday of August. 

Article III- Administrative Organization 
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Section A-The Board 

The Association will be operated under the administrative guidance of the Board.  The Board will be made up of a 

President, Vice- President of Baseball, a Vice- President of Softball, Secretary, Treasurer and six Directors.  New Board 

election will be held on the second Sunday of June, with the new Board taking over on September 1st.  Park Director 

or a Park Representative may have a vote at general meetings. 

Item 1 – Duties: The Board shall be vested with the governing of the Association and the management of its affairs. 

Included, but not limited to: 

1. Controlling of the business affairs, funds, and property of the association. 

2. Adopting and/or amending By-laws. 

3. Promulgating and enforcing rules governing the use of the property and privileges of the Association. 

4. Approving the appointments of committees. 

5. Approving personnel employed by the Association and fixing their compensation. 

6. Fixing the time and place for annual meetings and special membership meetings. 

7. Acting as nominating committee for election of new officers and directors. 

8. Approving managers and coaches. 

Item 2 – Board Attendance: Any member missing three (3) consecutive meetings or four (4) during the term of their 

office can be automatically terminated from the Board unless extenuating circumstances were the reasons for being 

absent. 

Item 3 – Vacancies: If a vacancy occurs on the Board during the year, the Board shall elect a new director or officer by 

majority vote of the Board to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.  See item 4 (2). 

Item 4 – Duties of Officers: 

1. President: The President shall be the presiding officer of the Association and the Board and shall be elected 

from the active membership for two (2) years to be elected in even numbered years.  He may succeed himself 

in office.  His duties shall include, but are not limited to:  

a. Executing all plans of the Board. 

b. Appointing committees. 

c. Coordinating activities of various committees. 

d. Voting only to break ties. 

2. Vice-President: The Vice-President shall act in the absence of the President and shall perform other duties as 

the Board may direct and shall be elected from the active membership for a two (2) year term to be elected in 

odd numbered years.  He may succeed himself.  He shall succeed to the presidency if that office becomes 

vacant. 

3. Secretary: The Secretary shall be elected by the active membership for a two (2) year term and shall be 

elected in even numbered years.  He may succeed himself and shall have the following duties: 

a. Keeping accurate records of all meetings and proceedings. 
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b. Being custodian of certain records of the Association. 

c. Issuing all notices as required. 

d. Making reports as may be required by the Board. 

e. Attesting the signature of the President and Vice-President to all written documents. 

4. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be elected by the active membership for a two (2) year term to be elected in 

odd numbered years.  He may succeed himself and shall have the following duties: 

a. Making deposits of money entrusted to him. 

b. Paying all bills of the Association. 

c. Making appropriate financial statements. 

d. Being custodian of certain records of the Association. 

e. Filing tax return of behalf of the DCYAA and will be responsible for the filing of all 1099 forms (anyone 

who is paid $600 or more in a year’s time will be given a 1099-MISC form). 

All Association checks must have two Association officers’ signatures. Ratified August 11, 2013: Association checks 

may be signed by one Officer.  The Officers that are allowed to sign checks are the President, the Treasurer, and the 

Secretary. 

Item 5- Directors: Directors shall be elected by the active membership for a two (2) year term and may succeed 

themselves.  With the six directors, three will be elected in even numbered years and three will be elected in odd 

numbered years. 

Section B-Supervisors 

Item 1 – Commissioners: One commissioner for each age group, one in baseball and one in softball shall be elected by 

the managers and coaches of that age group.  He shall be elected for a one (1) year term and shall have the following 

duties: 

1. Enforce rules and regulations as set forth by the Board. 

2. Make recommendations to the Board, and serve as liaison between the Board and the managers and coaches 

of the division over which is his commissioner. 

3. Act as or designate a person in his division to be Tournament Director for any tournaments hosted by DCYAA 

for that age group. 

Item 2 – Equipment Supervisor- The equipment supervisor shall be appointed by the Board for a period of one year 

and the Board shall set appropriate compensation.  The duties of the Equipment Supervisor are: 

1. Obtaining bids and purchasing all equipment after Board approval. 

2. Making any emergency replacement equipment.  This may be done with Board approval. 

3. Issuing to and collecting all equipment for each manager. 

4. Being responsible for the storage of all equipment. 

5. Providing the Board with an inventory of all equipment at season’s end. 

6. Ensuring proper documentation is received upon issuing and collecting of equipment. 
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7. Providing the Board with a list of any managers or coaches not turning in equipment within fourteen (14) days 

of last ball game. 

The Equipment Supervisor shall be the ONLY person authorized to purchase equipment; in case of emergency, the 

Board may approve purchases by designated personnel. 

Item 3 – Umpire Supervisor: The Umpire Supervisor shall be appointed by the Board for a period of one (1) year and 

the Board shall set appropriate compensation.  The duties of the Umpire Supervisor are: 

1. Hiring qualified umpires for each game.  4 year-olds: one umpire.  5/6 year-olds one umpire. 4,5,6 Sweetees 

one umpire.  All other divisions: two umpires. 

2. Instructing and supervising activities of all umpires. 

3. Collecting all grievance forms from managers and umpires and using those collected from managers at is 

discretion to improve the quality of officiating.  The Umpire Supervisor shall forward all grievance forms from 

umpires to the President. 

4. Reviewing and handling all protests of any age group that the President is directly involved in as a manager or 

a coach. 

5. Keeping a record of each game by including names of umpires involved, names of teams involved , date of the 

games and the score. 

6. Maintaining a list of available umpires, which will include their phone number, years of experience, and 

addresses.  This list will be made available to the Board of Directors for final approval before any umpire 

works games on behalf of DCYAA. 

Item 4 –Concession Supervisor: The Concession Supervisor shall be appointed by the Board for a period of one (1) 

year and the Board shall set appropriate compensation.  The duties of the Concession Supervisor are; 

1. Purchasing supplies for all the concession stands and keeping accurate records. 

2. Making direct deposits of daily receipts as verified by a Board member on a timely basis and turning all 

deposit slips over to the league Treasurer. 

3. Providing to the Treasurer a record of all emergency cash purchases. 

4. Making sure all equipment and each facility is cleaned on a regular basis, and continually promoting good 

sanitation. 

5. Coordinating all activities of volunteer help and assisting the Board in preventing minors (under 18) from 

being inside the concession stand with Board approval. 

6. Maintaining a daily sign-up sheet for concessions stand workers in order to see who is doing their part. 

7. Assisting the Board in enforcing the idea of no one gets free merchandise. 

8. Winterizing concession stand equipment at the end of each season. 

Item 5 – Field Maintenance Supervisor: The Field Maintenance Supervisor shall be appointed by the Board for a 

period of one (1) year and the Board shall set appropriate compensation.  The duties of the Field Maintenance 

supervisor are: 
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1. To keep playing fields in good order by dragging, raking, picking up rocks, and lining of fields in preparation for 

scheduled games each day and/or tournaments each day. 

2. Make sure all bases are at the proper distance and put on every field that has a game and that all remaining 

base plugs are in place on the fields. 

3. Each day fill in major holes, low spots, and pitching mound defects. 

 

Article IV-Purchases 

Section A-Purchasing Authorization 

Purchases, not including necessities, handled by the concession and equipment supervisors, will have to come before 

the entire Board and be approved.  Persons making an unauthorized purchase will be responsible for the payment of 

the purchases. 

Section B-Bids 

On all purchases over $500.00, bids must be obtained.  Local businesses will be given priority if their bid is close to the 

lowest bid.  The Board has the right to accept or reject any and all bids. 

 

Article V-Team Management 

Section A-Introduction 

The Board will continually attempt to secure the services of the most qualified managers and coaches available.  We 

do understand that most of these will be parents and we welcome participation from all interested individuals. 

Section B-Screening 

The Board will screen all manager and coach applicants with a background check. 

Section C-Coaches and Managers Registration Form 

All manager and coach applicants must complete a registration form each year and submit it to the Board.  No one 

will be a manger or coach until the Board has approved an application. 

Section D-Manager Selection 

Item 1-Anytime a team does not have a manager, the Board will make the opening public. The Board wants everyone 

interested in coaching or managing to be aware of all vacancies, giving all an equal opportunity to apply. 

Item 2-If a manger vacates the post before the season ends, the Board will assign his replacement. 

8 

 



By-laws of the Dickson County Youth Athletic Association 
 

Item 3-The Board will appoint applicants for managerial vacancies by giving first priority to any coach of the same 

team from the prior season. 

Item 4-Managerial Vacancies and Manger Changing of Teams 

1. If after considering all applicants, priority will be given to prior coaches and managers with the most seniority. 

2. A manager may not move to manage a different team in the same age group in consecutive years.  A coach of 

an open team may not apply to manage a different team in the same age group in consecutive years. 

Item 5-Methods a parent can be on the same team as their son or daughter: 

1. An existing parent-manager that has a son or daughter in a lower age group will be assigned his child. This 

player will represent the team’s second draft selection and will be circled on the draft list to protect him for 

the first two draft opportunities. 

2. If an existing parent-manager wishes to move up or down to the next age group, the Board will take all 

applicants for the position open.  If there is just one applicant, that manager will be assigned his or her child, 

which will represent the team’s second draft selection.  This player will be circled on the draft list, therefore 

being protected during the draft the first two draft opportunities.  If there is more than one applicant, the 

Board will consider this team’s coaches from previous year first, then put names in a hat, and randomly draw 

for the right to manage the team.  If a parent is chosen for the post, his or her child will represent the team’s 

second draft selection.  The player’s name will be circled on the draft list, therefore being protected during 

the first two draft opportunities. 

3. A parent can wait until the completion of the draft and request to be a coach on a team, which has drafted his 

or her child.  Whenever the manager’s post comes open, and existing coach will be considered first by the 

Board for filling the vacancy (this may happen in the middle of the season). 

4. The Board will consider a new manager for any vacancy and if appointed for the post, will get his child 

automatically.  This player will represent the team’s second draft pick and will be protected for the first two 

rounds.  If more than one applicant applies, the position will be appointed to the applicant with the most 

managing experience.  If a manager does not get a team because there are not enough players, he will not 

lose any seniority for any further years he is a manger. 

5. No parent-manager that applies for another team in the same age group will be assigned his child 

automatically. This does not apply to a parent-coach applying for a managerial post.  The child of a 

parent-coach applying for a managerial position would be circled on the draft list and be protected for the 

first two draft opportunities.  Note: A manager of the previous year has  responsibility to turn in manager 

applications to the Board before the advertised deadline.  If a manager resigns after this point, the Board will 

assign the replacement. 

Section E-Coach Selection 

1. Each manager has the right to select his own coaches.  Each coach must fill out a registration form and be 

approved by the Board. 

2. An approved coach cannot bring his or her child with him.  This child, if not already assigned to a team, will 
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have to be drafted and will not be protected. 

Section F-Manager-Coach 

Item 1- Responsibilities 

1. Assisting in all field work and maintenance that is required. 

2. Being responsible for the upkeep and safe keeping of all equipment issued. 

3. Being responsible for the conduct of all members of the team you are overseeing. 

4. Assisting in encouraging the proper conduct of fans at your games. 

5. Attempting to teach basic skills and knowledge of the game. 

6. Attempting to continue to improve coaching ability. 

7. Attempting to attend all meetings and clinics. 

8. Cooperating with all league officials. 

9. Giving adequate attention to all players. 

10. Emphasizing good sportsmanship at all times by being the proper example. 

11. Being responsible for the welfare and well-being of your players whenever they are with you. 

12. Abstaining from alcohol while working with players. 

13. Abstaining from using tobacco on the playing field during the game. 

14. Being responsible for returning any uniforms and/or equipment to the Equipment Supervisor within 14 days 

of the last played regular season game.  Failure to turn in equipment may forfeit the manager’s ability to 

return as a manager in the following season.  Should equipment be needed for post-season play, equipment 

will be re-issued to that manager by the Equipment Supervisor. 

15. Being responsible for collecting all fees or money your team is to turn in to the league. 

16. Having team to clean the area after each game. 

17. Managers or coaches must wear shirts, shoes, pants or coaches shorts in regular league games.  Not cut off 

shorts or short-shorts. 

18. Managers and coaches are responsible for issuing sponsorship plagues. 

Item 2- Penalties: Managers and coaches are risking forfeiture of games and suspension for an indefinite period of 

time for refusing to assume their responsibilities. 

Item 3- Parent Organization: Managers should always meet with parents before each season begins and ask for their 

cooperation in helping with the operation of the DCYAA, INC. 

1. Especially important is the need of the manager to make sure his team is represented by adults (18 and over) 

in the concession stand on assigned dates. 

2. A team not being fully staffed will result in disciplinary action by the President and Vice-President of the 

Board. 

Item 4- Equipment: Managers have the responsibility of taking care of all equipment and returning it to the 

Equipment Supervisor within fourteen (14) days after the completion of the season.  If a manager fails to carry this 
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out, the Board will consider this responsibility the following year when approving manager appointments. 

Item 5-Game Equipment: Bases/helmets: Managers of the home team of the last scheduled game each date will be 

responsible for putting all bases and batting helmets in the designated buildings.  Managers are not to confuse the 

helmets they are issued with those that are to remain in each respective dugout.  Taking the wrong helmets causes an 

extreme hardship on the teams playing the next game. 

Item 6-Scorebook: The scorebook of the home team shall be designated the official scorebook for each game. 

 

Article VI-Player Selection 

Section A- Player Assignment 

Item 1- All players will be assigned to a team by means of the draft. 

1. In a situation where a parent-manager is approved by the Board to manage a respective team, a son or 

daughter will be protected through the free pick, base-building round, and first draft round. 

2. Every odd number draft choice (first, third, fifth, etc.) will be considered non-restrictive draft choices, which 

means any player.  Every even number draft choice will be a restrictive draft choice. The manager’s son or 

daughter must be taken during the second draft round.  If applicable, brothers and sisters will be taken during 

the fourth, sixth, etc.  

Item 2- A player can voluntarily go into the draft at the beginning of the season.  This decision must be made by the 

child on the day he or she signs up.  After the draft, no player can change teams and remain eligible in DCYAA Inc.  A 

player that has entered the voluntary draft cannot be drafted by the team she or she played on the previous year. 

Item 3- All players moving from one age group to another will go into the draft. 

Item 4- All players in the draft must participate in a scheduled tryout.  Anyone not attending tryouts will be a hat pick 

during the draft.  The only exceptions are the children of managers. 

Section B- Expansion and Dissolving of Teams 

Item 1- Expansion 

1. There will be an expansion whenever more than an average of twelve players per team in any age group signs 

up, at the Board’s discretion. 

2. Whenever any age group increases to a minimum of eight teams, a two-division set-up will be adopted. 

Taking the previous year’s standings, the Board will place all odd teams (finished first, third, fifth) in one group 

and call them the American League.  The new team, number eight, will go into the National League. 

3. If a two-division setup is already present, the odd-even principle will be used in determining which division 

the team will go.  For example, if an eighth team was formed, it would go into the National League. 
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4. If a team does not have any returning players, that team will be treated as an expansion team in the draft. 

The manager for this team will be determined by seniority, if two managers have the same seniority and wish 

to have this team, the manager will be determined by a blind draw. 

Item 2- Dropping teams 

1. If less than an average of ten players per team sign up, a team will be dissolved.  The team dissolved will be 

determined by the following procedure (this is presuming all sponsors wish to renew). 

a. Team with the least number of players. 

b. Open team (no Manager). 

c. Junior manager in the age group. 

d. Junior manager in the league. 

Note: The minimum number of players in the 13-18 boys and 13-18 girls will be ten. 

2. In situations where a team is to be dissolved and a sponsor wishes to continue its involvement, the team to be 

dropped ant the team that has lost a sponsor will have their returning rosters checked.  The team with the 

most players returning will stay as a team under the name of the sponsor that is continuing.  The other 

players will go into the draft.  The team that has remained will draft in the order of the place they finished the 

previous year under their old name. 

Section C- Player Sign-up 

1. All new players will be required to bring their birth certificate or a copy of it to the sign-up for the current 

season.  After this, only new players will have to present birth certificates (any future Board can ask for all 

players to present birth certificates at their discretion). If a player does not have his birth certificate on this 

day, it will have to be seen by a member of the Board before the first practice.  If they do not have a birth 

certificate, school records will be checked to verify ages.  If no proof of a player’s age can be made, they will 

not be eligible to play in this league. 

2. Any Board member involved with a team, either as a manager or coach, will not be allowed to verify birth 

certificates of his team. 

3. Only Board approved people can sign up players. 

4. Players will determine by sign-up deadline if they will go into the voluntary draft. 

5. Players who are signed up by the day of tryouts will be placed in the draft.  Any player who is signed up after 

tryouts will be placed on a waiting list for a hat pick (there will be a $10 late fee for late sign-ups). The coaches 

with the least number of players who coach in that age group will have opportunity to pick that player.  The 

absolute latest that late sign-ups will be accepted is 3 weeks prior to the first game.  No less than three (3) 

board members will supervise hat picks for late players. 

6. Anyone that is approved to sign up players or has access to the records cannot suggest, imply, direct or coerce 

anyone as to whether or not to put any player back into the draft once sign-ups have begun through the 

deadline to change one’s draft status is over.  Any Board member found guilty of this infraction will be 

removed from the Board and all managerial and coaching privileges revoked for two (2) years.  Anyone else 

approved by the Board to sign-up players and violates this infraction will also be suspended from managing or 
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coaching for two (2) years (this is intended to discourage anyone from using their position or access to 

manipulate the status of players to help themselves or others gain an advantage). 

7. Changes to a player’s draft status may be made up to 48 hours after the last advertised sign-up date has 

ended.  The parent must contact a board member and give the reason for the change, which will then be 

reported by that Board member to the person in charge of the draft.  This is intended to give some leeway in 

the event of a mistake. 

8. A player is prohibited from being recruited by any manager, coach, or parent on an existing team that may be 

short of players.  All players who sign up after the draft will be placed in a waiting pool for the appropriated 

age group.  Before said player can be added to a team, the Board of Directors will determine team placement 

for that child by majority vote.  This will bar any manager or coach from recruiting any person for the sole 

purpose of “stacking” a team or preventing the other teams in that division from having access to that player. 

If the Board determines that a “ringer” has been brought in, that will place an unfair advantage to that team, 

that player will be placed in a hat and drawn out accordingly from all teams in that division. 

Section D-Drafting 

DCYAA BOARD WILL NOT RECOGNIZE ANY GENTLEMEN’S AGREEMENTS! 

Item 1- After all players have been officially signed up, the Board will select dates when each team will select players 

that have not already been assigned.  To ensure the proper balance of all leagues, the draft will be established as 

follows: 

1. Add up all the players in a particular age group and divide by the number of teams.  Example: Seventy-eight 

players have signed up for the thirteen-fourteen age groups and there are six teams.  After dividing, one can 

see that each team will have thirteen players. 

2. All teams will pick one player beginning with the last place team from the prior season.  This is an unrestricted 

free pick. 

3. The second phase of the draft will be to assure that all teams have a base of four players before the open 

draft begins.  To accomplish this, a team with the smallest number of returning players (under the base of 

four) will select first.  This team will select players until it has the same number of players as the next smallest 

team.  Of these, the team with the poorer won-lost record from the previous year will select next, and the 

other team will follow.  This process will continue until all teams have a minimum of four players.  At least half 

of each selection must be from the old-aged players in their age group. 

4. Any expanding team will be treated in the draft process as if it were the last place team the preceding year. 

5. After all teams have achieved the minimum base of four players, the open draft continues.  Beginning with 

the last place teams and advancing to league champion, the players are selected one by one.  Whenever each 

team has their total number of players that team drops out of the draft.  This is done until all players are 

drafted. (if the last place team already has their quota of players, the team above them would draft first). 

6. During the open draft, each manager can draft any player in the draft, while keeping in mind age restrictions. 

If there is a league policy where a team can carry no more than a certain number of players in an age group, 

the manager will have to consider this in his/her selection of players. 
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7. The DCYAA Inc. league policy recommends: 

a. Girls: keeping as close to half of age group as possible. 

b. Boys: keeping as close to half of age group as possible. 

c. Exception: Seventeen-eighteen year old teams may carry twelve. 

Item 2- On draft day, each team representative will receive a list of every player that has signed up in a particular age 

group.  Player participation cards of players returning from the previous year will be handed to each team 

representative.  Names remaining will be players to be drafted. 

Item 3-In age groups where there are two divisions, the previous year’s record will determine the order of the draft. 

The worst record will get the first draft selection.  In case of a tie, a coin will be flipped to determine who selects first. 

Item 4-Even/odd draft picks 

1.  Every odd number draft choice, first, third, fifth, etc. will be considered “free” draft choices, which means any 

player.  

2. Every even number draft choice will be a restrictive draft choice.  First beginning with the son or daughter, if 

applicable, with the second draft choice and continuing on the fourth, sixth, etc. with the brothers or sisters, if 

applicable. 

Item 5-After completion of the draft, no drafting manager may change teams in that respective age level. 

Item 6- Managers that are guilty of failing to contact all players drafted will be subject to appropriate action by the 

Board. 

Item 7- Players may not change teams after the draft. 

Item 8- Managers shall notify the Board of any player dropped from the roster for any reason. 

 

Article VII- Definition of the team and league 

Section A- League 

Item 1- Girls 

1. Seven-eight (7/8) year-old girls will be governed by Dixie Softball, Dixie Darlings division. 

2. Nine-ten (9/10) year-old girls will be governed by Dixie Softball, Angels division. 

3. Eleven-twelve (11/12) year-old girls will be governed by Dix Softball, Ponytail division. 

4. Thirteen-fourteen (13/14) and fifteen (15) year-old girls will be governed by Dixie Softball, Bells division. 

5. Sixteen (16), seventeen (17) and eighteen (18) year-old girls will be governed by Dixie Softball, Debs division. 

Item 2- Boys 
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1. Seven (7) through twelve (12) year-old boys will be governed by Dixie Youth Baseball. 

2. Thirteen (13) and fourteen (14) year-old boys will be governed by Dixie Boys Baseball. 

3. Fifteen (15) and sixteen (16) year-old boys will be governed by Dixie Pre-Majors Baseball. 

4. Seventeen (17) and eighteen (18) year-old boys wills by governed by Dixie Majors Baseball. 

Item 3- Five (5) and Six (6) year-old Baseball- only children who have become five (5) years old by April 30th will be 

eligible to participate in 5/6 baseball. 

Section B-Team 

1. No team will carry more than fifteen (15) or less than ten (10) players on their rosters.  Expanding and 

dissolving teams will make this possible (exception: 15-18 year-old boys can carry eighteen (18) players, and 

13-18 boys and 13-18 girls will carry a minimum of ten). 

2. No baseball team will have more than eight players of the older age group (exception: 17 and 18 year-old 

teams may have twelve). 

3. In softball, there is no limit of the number of players in a certain age group. 

4. If a team cannot field the required number of players on a game night at the appropriate time, that team will 

have to forfeit.  Note: the required number of players for baseball and softball is nine (9).  Managers may pick 

another player to play up from the age group right below them; they may not pick a player from the same age 

group or one above them.  The only exception to this is 4-6 softball.  If the 9th rostered player from the team 

shows up, you much play him and bench the player you picked up. 

5. If a team’s permanent roster falls below the required number of players to field a team, the Board will take 

action to resolve the situation.  To avoid the dissolution of a team whose permanent roster falls below nine 

(9), the following guidelines will be used to increase the roster.  These methods must be utilized in order 

(exception 13 year olds and up): 

a. Contact players who have quit the short team in an effort to work out any problems that caused them to 

leave.  They may be able to return to the team. 

b. Check with managers of other teams in the same age group for possible transfer of players to correct the 

shortage.  In order for this option to be enacted, it must be agreeable to managers of both teams, parents 

of the prospective player being transferred, and the prospective player. 

c. Players who have moved into the county after sign-up may be assigned to the short team. 

d. Excluding the manager of the short team, check with other managers in that age group for names of 

players who want to play but did not sign up. 

e. The manager of the team that is short may submit the name or names of possible players.  All managers 

in that age group must approve this player or players. 

f. If guidelines (a) thru (e) cannot be met, the team will be dissolved and players remaining on that team’s 

roster will be absorbed by the other teams in that age group.  This reassignment of players will be 

governed by DCYAA Inc. By-laws, Article VI, Section D, Item 1, number 6. 

Article VIII-Player Eligibility 
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Section A- Age Requirements 

Item 1- Girls- All age requirements are governed by the preferred guidelines of Dixie Softball and in accordance with 

the DCYAA Inc. By-laws, Article VII, Item 1. 

Item 2- Boys- All age requirements are governed by Dixie Youth, Dixie Boys, Dixie Pre-Major and Dixie Major Baseball. 

Section B- Proof of Age 

Item 1- All birth dates of players shall be certified by birth or baptismal certificates, school records or other legally 

accepted proof of age.  Player’s age must be approved before any player can participate in any organized practice or 

game.  Proof of age must be re-submitted every year. 

Section C- Registration Requirements 

Item 1- Players must be signed up by Board approved officials to be eligible to participate in the DCYAA Inc.  

Item 2- The Board will set the dates on which all interested players must sign up to be eligible to play in the DCYAA 

Inc.  The only players accepted after these dates will be those that moved from another county or have a doctor’s 

notarized affidavit confirming sickness or injury.  Late sign-ups will be assigned to teams by the Board. 

 

Article IX- Season 

Section A- Regular Season 

Item 1- Dates: The season start time will be determined by the existing Board. 

Item 2- League Games- No team shall play less than the required number of season games, and each team shall play 

all games scheduled. 

Item 3- League Champions 

1. When an age group has more than seven (7) teams there must be two (2) divisions (or current Dixie Youth 

rules).  The divisions are determined by the previous year overall record.  First, third, fifth, seventh, etc. make 

up one division and second, fourth, sixth, eighth, etc. make up the other division.  The divisions are treated as 

separate leagues with a 1st and 2nd half champion. This is determined by overall record against teams in your 

division or a one game playoff, if necessary.  If needed, there will be a two out of three game playoff between 

the 1st and 2nd half champions.  After the regular season has ended, each division champion will select an 

all-star team.  Each team can keep up to eight (8) players from his team and select an all-star team for the 

players with their division.  The team with the best overall record will choose the site. If it is not possible or a 

mistake is made and all team cannot or do not play each other the same number of times per half, there will 

not be a first half and second half champion, the team with the best overall seasonal record will be the 
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champion. 

2. In all other age groups, except 15-18 baseball and 16-18 softball, a split-season format will be used to 

determine the league champion.  The Board will designate a half-way point in each league, and the team with 

the best won-lost record at this junction will be declared the first half champions.  A second half champion 

will then be declared by determining the best won-lost record for the last half of the season.  If the winner of 

the first and second halves is the same, that team will be the league champion.  If the winners are different, a 

best two out of three game play-off will take place.  This play-off game will be played in three consecutive 

days, unless a rain out occurs and if time permits.  If two teams are tied at the end of the half, a one game 

play-off will determine the champion for that half.  If more than two teams tie for a half, their overall record 

will be looked at to determine that half’s champion.  If two or more teams have the same overall record than 

a playoff will take place to determine the champion. Ratified on August 11, 2013:  In all other age 

groups, except 15-18 baseball and 16-18 softball, a split-season format will be used 

to determine the league champion.  The Board will designate a half-way point in 

each league, and the team with the best win-loss record at this junction will be 

declared the first half champions.  A second half champion will then be declared by 

determining the best won-lost record for the last half of the season.  If the winner of 

the first and second halves is the same, that team will be the league champion. 

Coach pitch: if the winners are different, a one game playoff game will be played to 

determine the league champion. Player pitch: if the winners are different, a best two 

out of three game play-off will take place.  This play-off game will be played in three 

consecutive days, unless a rain out occurs and if time permits.  If two teams are tied 

at the end of the half, a one game play-off will determine the champion for that half. 

If more than two teams tie for a half, their overall record will be looked at to 

determine that half’s champion.  If two or more teams have the same overall record 

then a playoff will take place to determine the champion. 
3. Umpires will be selected by the Umpire Supervisor with the agreement of the opposing mangers. 

4. Once the schedule has been set, no game will be cancelled and rescheduled without consent of both coaches, 

the Director of Umpires and Board majority. 

Section B- Tournament 

Item 1-Tournament dates will be determined by Dixie Baseball and Softball State and National officials.  The dates 

will be announced prior to the beginning of the regular season. 

Item 2- Tournament team selections- each tournament team will be made up of the number of players as 

prescribed by the Dixie rulebooks. 
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1. Each manager other than the manager of the first place team will write the names of eight players from the 

other teams in that league, not including their won or the first place team. 

Article X- Fund Raising 

Section A- Restrictions 

Item 1- Any soliciting of money making projects of any nature must be approved by the Board before they are 

initiated. 

Item 2- Organization and supervision of all monies brought into the DCYAA, Inc. is a necessity to enhance positive 

community relations.  All new ideas for fund raising will be considered. 

Section B- General Fund 

Item 1- A project will be adopted annually to provide additional monies for the general fund, which is used to operate 

the program. 

Section C- Tournament Fund 

Item 1- Any monetary assistance by the league for tournament play is contingent upon the availability of funds and 

Board approval. 

 

Article XI- Playing Rules and Equipment 

Section A- Equipment 

Item 1- Bats must meet Dixie Baseball or Dixie Softball specifications. 

Item 2- Balls must meet Dixie Baseball or Dixie Softball specifications. 

Item 3- Uniforms 

1. All caps, shirts, and pants will be furnished by DCYAA, Inc. 

2. Shirttails will be tucked in the pants at all times. 

3. All uniforms on a team will be designed in a consistent manner. 

4. No one is to approach a sponsor for funds to purchase jackets or any other wearing apparel. 

Item 4- Protective Gear (helmets, athletic supporters, masks with throat protectors, shin guards, chest protectors, 

etc.) must meet Dixie Baseball or Softball specifications. 

Item 5- Shoes must meet Dixie Baseball or Softball specifications. 
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Item 6- Pitchers’ plate, home plate, and bases must meet Dixie Baseball or Softball specifications. 

Item 7- Gloves must meet Dixie Baseball or Softball specifications. 

Item 8- Jewelry- The wearing of jewelry must meet Dixie Baseball or Softball specifications. 

Section B- Playing Field 

Item 1- Pitching rules- All Dixie Baseball and Softball rules will take precedence, except the pitching week for all age 

groups, which will begin at 12:01 a.m.  There will be no tee used in 5-6 Baseball and 4-5-6 Sweetees Softball.  The 

players in these age groups will be given 5 pitches total, unless fouled (with no strikeouts). 

Item 2- Substitution: All Dixie Baseball and Softball rules will take precedence.  Note: All baseball players must play at 

least one complete inning.  Game shall be subject to forfeit, permitting proper protect procedure has been followed 

(example: Home team winning in the top of the 5th must have all subs in by the start of the bottom of the 5th in Dixie 

Youth Baseball, except 15-18 baseball and 16-19 Softball playing a double header.  They must play each player three 

(3) complete innings in the two (2) games, or split up onto two (2) games). 

Item 3- Commencement of Play-Any team not having the required number of players within fifteen (15) minutes of 

the scheduled starting time will forfeit the game.  In the cases where a preceding game ends earlier than expected, 

the head umpire can elect to begin the next game before the scheduled time with the agreement of both managers 

involved.  Once a time has been declared, it is understood that each team takes just five minutes of infield.  Refusing 

to cooperate will result in a forfeit. 

Item 4- Protests- The league President will handle all protests and they must meet the requirements stated in the 

Dixie rulebooks.  It is to be noted that a protest must be made to the umpire in chief immediately after an occurrence 

and before another pitch is made. 

Item 5- Code of Conduct (managers, Board members, coaches, parents, players, umpires, etc.) 

1. If a manager or coach is ejected from a game they are required to meet before the Board to explain the 

situation.  All parties involved will be present, including the umpire(s) involved.  The Board will consist of at 

least six (6) members.  This meeting will be to determine the need for additional suspension time for the 

person that was ejected.  In the event of a tie vote of the Board, the penalty will revert to what was originally 

in the By-laws and the person will receive an additional one (1) game suspension.  Cursing or throwing 

equipment would be examples for issuing such a penalty. 

2. Any coach threatening someone else, and is found guilty of threat of violence, will be suspended indefinitely 

from coaching until the Board approves their return. 

Item 6-Rainouts and Rescheduling 

1. Umpires will not be pain twice for rainout games.  They will only be paid half for show-up time on forfeited 

games.  
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2. Declaration of rainouts will be governed by the Field Maintenance Supervisor and on-duty Board members. 

3. All rainouts will be scheduled on the following Saturday or Sunday.  If a team has a scheduled game on that 

date, that team will make up the rainout on the first Saturday or Sunday that they are not scheduled. 

Exception: if both teams are in agreement, then those teams can play a doubleheader on Saturday, if umpire 

and field availability is not an issue. 

4. It is each manager’s responsibility to come to the field or call on days that rain might affect play. 

5. When a game is called due to rain, or some act of God, if enough innings have been played to constitute a 

complete game, but the game is called before the home team finished it’s turn at bat, the score would revert 

back to the last complete inning if the home team is still behind. 

Item 7- Official Game 

1. Following are the number of innings played by each age group: 

a. Baseball: 

1. 7/8, 9/10, and 11/12 year olds play six (6) innings. 

2. 13-15 and 16-18 year olds play seven (7) innings. 

b. Softball: 

1. 4/5/6 Sweetees and 7/8 year olds play five (5) innings. 

2. 9/10 and 11/12 year olds play six (6) innings. 

3. 13-15 and 16-18 year olds play seven (7) innings. 

2. In cases of rain, darkness, or any act of God, the minimum number of innings required to constitute an official 

game are listed below: 

a. Baseball:  

1. 7/8, 9/10, and 11/12- Four (4) innings or 3 ½ if the home team is ahead.  If a team is 10 runs ahead 

and one of the above occurs, three (3) innings will constitute an official game.  

2. 13/14 and 15-18 year olds- Five (5) innings or 4 ½ if the home team is ahead. 

b.  Softball: 

1. 7/8 and 9/10 – Three (3) innings or 2 ½ if the home team is ahead. 

2. 11/12- Four (4) innings or 3 ½ if the home team is ahead. 

3. 13-15 and 16-18 year olds- Five (5) innings or 4 ½ if the home team is ahead.  If a team is 10 runs 

ahead and one of the above occurs, four (4) innings will constitute an official game. 

Item 8- Time Limits- Below are the time limits for each age group.  No inning will be started after the following time 

periods. 

1. Teams playing one and one half hours: 5/6, 7/8, 9/10 and 11/12 baseball.   4-6 Sweetees, 7/8, 9/10 and 11/12 

Softball. 

2. Teams playing two hours: 13-15 baseball and softball.  16-18 baseball and softball. 

3. An inning started will be completed regardless of time limit. 

Item 9- Tie Games- In cases where the game is tied and the time limit has expired, the game shall proceed until a 

winner is declared.  If the game is tied and rain or some other act of God occurs, the game will start at this point on 

20 

 



By-laws of the Dickson County Youth Athletic Association 
 

another date. 

Item 10- Seven Run Rule- the Seven Run rule per inning will be enforced for baseball and softball league wide.  No 

more than seven (7) runs may be scored by any team in any one inning. 

Item 11- Speed-up Rule- Listed below is age groups and special rules designed to enhance the possibilities of playing 

complete games. 

1. 7/8 year-old softball: After a team makes three (3) outs or ten hitters bat, that half inning ends (the complete 

explanation of this is in the Dixie rulebook). 

Item 12- Incomplete Games- They will be completed on designated rain outdates, and will begin at the same point 

that they were terminated.  The time remaining to be played will consist of the difference in time elapsed when the 

incomplete game was stopped and the time limit for the game.  Lineups will be made just as if the game had not 

ended.  Substitution rules will stay in effect.  The only exception will involve pitchers.  Their pitching rules will have to 

stay in effect.  Note: a substitute removed from the lineup cannot play in the makeup game. 

Item 13- Continuous Batting Order- All teams, boys and girls, from ages 5-12 will use a continuous batting order. 

Example: if a team has twelve (12) players on the roster, all 12 will bat before going to the top of the order.  Unlimited 

substitution will be allowed with the exception of the pitcher. 

Article XII- Forms 

Section A- Coach and Manager Registration Form 

1. This application will serve as a method of giving prospective participants an outline of what the 

responsibilities and duties of our coaches and managers truly are.  Also, this form will give the Board a record 

of all instructions in the program.  After each manager or coach signs this form, he or she takes on the 

responsibility to abide according to the By-laws set up by the Board or come before the existing 

administrative body and risk being expelled from the league for an indefinite period of time. 

Section B- Player Participation Form 

1. This form will be completed by on Board approved officials on sign-up dates.  It will contain: 

a. Player’s name 

b. Player’s age 

c. Player’s address and phone number 

d. Parent or guardian’s signature which relieves the league from any liability due to injury.  This signature 

also expresses to the league that all equipment and uniforms will be taken care of and returned. 

e. Birth certificate verification 

f. The child’s decision to enter the draft 

g. The parent should write on the card any physical handicaps or medical problems the child might have. 
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Section C- Team Roster Forms 

1. A member of the Board will fill out this form on draft day.  This will provide an accurate list of what players 

were assigned to each respective team. 

Section D- Equipment Form for Managers 

1. The Equipment Supervisor will use this form to keep an accurate record of all equipment issued to each 

manager.  Each manager must make every effort to get all equipment returned within fourteen (14) days of 

the season completion.  The manager will be asked to give the name(s) of any player(s) failing to return 

equipment. 

Section E- Grievance Form 

1. This form is not designed for petty complaints, but rather for objective, intelligent suggestions toward 

improving the quality of officiating and the conduct and attitude of managers without having unsportsmanlike 

scenes in front of children and fans.  The grievance form for managers will enable a manager to voice concern 

over an official’s lack of rule knowledge, positioning, mechanics, and attitude.  The grievance form for umpires 

gives any umpire an opportunity to express concern over any coach’s or manager’s disrespect, attitude, 

behavior, language, or any other example of improper conduct in front of children and fans.  A re-occurrence 

of justified complaints by either side can result in one being expelled from the league for an indefinite period 

of time.  These grievance forms will be turned into the Umpire Supervisor. 

2. The Board of Directors will hear any grievance filed by a parent, team manager, coach, or person at the 

request of any party to said grievance.  If the grievance is found to be petty or malicious in nature and without 

merit, disciplinary action can be taken against the person filing the grievance.  Prior notification for topics of 

concern shall be given to a Board member in order to be placed on the agenda for a future meeting. 

Article XIII- DCYAA, INC. Personal Property 

Section A- Loaning of Equipment 

Item 1- No equipment of any type owned by DCYAA, Inc. will be loaned out without Board approval at an official 

meeting. 

Article XIV- Scheduling 

Section A- Guidelines 

1. No team shall play less than the required number of season games. 

2. The regular season schedule will not be shortened for any reason. 

3. Each team will play every other team in a round-robin set-up.  The only circumstances that would change this 

would be a rainout. 

4. Saturdays and Sundays will be the days rainouts will normally be played.  No games will be played on 
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Wednesdays and any games played on Sunday will start between 1:00 p.m. ad 4:00 p.m. 

5. The Board will prepare a practice schedule that will take precedence until the first regular season game. 

6. The Board will make every attempt to rotate early and late games with all teams. 

7. When a preceding game ends earlier than expected, the head umpire is urged to begin the next game as soon 

as possible.  He will designate a starting time after consulting each manager.  If a team is playing a double 

header or back to back games they will be given at least 15 minutes between games and their pitcher will be 

given at least eight (8) pitches to warm up. 

8. There will be an abbreviated schedule until school is out. 

9. Fifteen (15) through eighteen (18) year old boys and sixteen (16) through eighteen (18) girls competition will 

not begin until the local high school season has been completed. 

10. The home team will be designated on the schedule as the last team. 

Article XV- Awards 

Section A- Introduction 

1. Rewarding excellence and team contribution is very important toward the motivation of our children.  Most 

agree that awards coming too often and too easy make the really deserved ones seem small.  The Board will 

need cooperation in attaining funds to allow us to continue to buy trophies. 

Section B- Trophies 

1. Each player of the winning team in each age group will receive trophies on the night they win this title, if 

possible.  Ratified August 11, 2013:  Each player of the winning team in each age group will 

receive trophies on the night they win this title, if possible.  All players who 

participate will receive a participation trophy. 

Section C- Scholarships 

1. The Dixie Scholarship Program is available to anyone participating in the program.  Each player interested in 

attending college should seek information about this program.  Forms have to be mailed by March 1st. 

2. A program is available to provide a scholarship to one baseball and one softball player who has participated in 

each of the last four (4) years of DCYAA, Inc. 

Article XVI- Penalties 

1. Anyone refusing to cooperate with league officials concerning any DCYAA, Inc. By-laws will be subject to 

penalty.  Penalties will range from being suspended from participation to being banned from Buckner Park for 

an indefinite period of time. 

Article XVII- Local League Options 

1. All age groups in the DCYAA, Inc. will play under Dixie Baseball and Softball specifications.  The only rules that 
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have been waived are those that are listed as local league option rules whereas, a local organization can 

rightfully make rule changes. 

Article XVIII- General Park Rules 

Section A- The rules listed in Section A are designed to conform to Dickson Municipal Code.  Their intent is to 

conserve all park resources, to ensure the health and safety of the people who use our parks, and to keep our parks 

attractive to the community.  This also gives us a method of enforcement through the Municipal Courts. 

1. There will be no alcoholic beverages or controlled substances, or persons under their influence allowed inside 

park property. 

2. There will be no vandalism tolerated.  Any action that results in damage to park grounds, buildings, signs, 

fixtures, or other public or private property will result in charges of malicious mischief. 

3. Throwing of Missiles- It shall be unlawful for any person to maliciously throw any stone, snowball, bottle, or 

any other object upon or at any vehicle, building, tree, or other public or private property or upon or at any 

person. 

4. There will be no parking allowed outside of regular marked spaces without the permission from a park 

employee.  Exceptions will be made for handicapped persons and when all other parking areas are full. 

5. No vehicles will be allowed to drive off of asphalt surfaces with the permission of the Parks and Recreation 

Department. 

6. Absolutely no littering. 

7. 10 mph speed limit. 

8. Park hours are sun-up until 10:45 pm.  Gates will be locked at 11:00 pm. (this can be waived by special 

permission of the Parks and Recreation Department on Board request). 

9. Any person, league, association, or group that wishes to have exclusive use of any park facility must seek 

approval thirty days in advance of the planned event, and have a written agreement with the City of Dickson 

to be responsible for any damage during the period of exclusive use.  A written schedule of events to occur 

during the period of exclusive use should be turned into the Parks and Recreation Department prior to 

beginning activities. 

10. DCYAA, Inc. Policy on ejected players, coaches, and umpires removed from a game or spectators removed 

from the stands. They can only be moved far enough from the game to not interfere with the game in 

progress.  If they continue to interfere with the game in progress, call the Dickson Police Department to have 

them removed from the park.  Only the police can remove them from the park. 

11. To ensure the health and safety of our players and spectators, there will be no smoking allowed on any 

concreted areas or the grassy area immediately behind the spectator seats, while DCYAA, Inc. is holding 

practices or games. 

Article XIX- The Future Goals of DCYAA, Inc. 

1. To continue the addition of physical improvements to Buckner Park.  As past Boards have done, work in an 

organized and cooperative manner with the Parks and Recreation Department in these improvements. 

2. To continue to enhance pride in the preservation of Buckner Park. 
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3. To continue to instill the attitude that regular season competition takes priority of post-season activities. 

4. To continue to host tournaments that promote good community relations as long as they are economically 

feasible.  

5. To continue to provide a scholarship available to any child that completes his or her last four years of 

eligibility in our program. 

6. To constantly work towards eliminating “baseball and softball dropouts”.  Studies have proven that the main 

reasons for this are: 

a. Over-emphasizing 

b. Under-emphasizing 

c. Lack of baseball and softball education 

d. Winning at all costs 

7. To always attempt to balance the teams in every respective age group allowing the highest level of 

competition possible to take place. 

8. To continue to create fundraising projects that will finance the league. 

9. To keep adults active in DCYAA, Inc. after their children leave. 

Article XX- Amendments 

1. Effective January 1, 2008, any changes to the existing set of By-laws can only be modified, added, or deleted 

at a By-laws meeting so that all voting members of the Association can cast a vote.  Any new by-law can only 

be added at this set By-laws meeting, at which all members will have a chance to prepare (reasoning: to 

eliminate the possibility of self-serving and/or manipulation of the rules/by-laws by a small group of Board 

members.  This will ensure that all members of the Association can have a voice in the rules/by-laws). 

Article XXI- Precedence 

1. All foregoing Articles of the By-laws shall be valid and any situation that occurs that is not covered by these 

By-laws or Dixie Baseball and Softball rules will be governed by Board discretion.  Any such cases will be 

recorded and used as future reference for adopting the proper By-laws. 
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