
Draper Manuscript  

Collection 

Lyman Copeland Draper  
(1815-1891) 

gathered early American history 

resources.  He made it his life’s 

work to rescue the history of 

“heroes of the Revolution” in the 

South. The collection covered the 

“Trans-Allegheny West” which 

included the western Carolinas 

and Virginia, some portions of 

Georgia and Alabama, the entire 

Ohio River valley, and parts of the 

Mississippi River valley, prior to 

1830.  

David Shepherd Papers (5 vols.) 

South Carolina Papers (1 vol.) 

South Carolina in the Revolution Mis-

cellanies (2 vols.) 

Thomas Sumter Papers (24 vols.) 

John Cleves Symmes Papers (4 vols.) 

Tennessee Papers (7 vols.) 

Tecumseh Papers (13 vols.) 

Virginia Papers (16 vols.) 
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Daniel and Benjamin Drake Papers  (2 

vols.)  

Draper’s Biographical Sketches (3 

vols.) 

Draper’s Historical Miscellanies (8 

vols.) 

Draper’s Memoranda Books (3 vols.) 

Draper’s Notes (33 vols.) 

Thomas Forsyth Papers (9 vols.) 

Frontier Wars Papers (24 vols.) 

Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina 

(1 vol.) 

Josiah Harmar Papers (2 vols.) 

William Henry Harrison Papers (5 

vols.) 

Thomas Spottswood Hinde Papers (41 

vols.) 

Illinois Manuscripts (1 vol.) 

William Irvine Papers (2 vols.) 

Simon Kenton Papers (13 vols.) 

Kentucky Papers (37 vols.) 

King's Mountain Papers (19 vols.) 

London Documents at Albany (1 vol.) 

The Mecklenburg Declaration (3 vols.) 

Mecklenburg Declaration Papers (3 

vols.) 

Mecklenburg Declaration Miscellanies 

(2 vols.) 

Newspaper Extracts (4 vols.) 

North Carolina Papers (1 vol.) 

Paris Documents at Albany (l vol.) 

Robert Patterson Papers (3 vols.) 

Pittsburgh and Northwest Virginia Pa-

pers (10 vols.) 

Pension Statements (l vol.) 

Potter Family Papers (1 vol.) 

William Preston Papers (6 vols.) 

Rudolph-Ney Papers (10 vols.) 

http://www.txsaghs.org
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Available at San Antonio Genealogi-

cal and Historical Society 

(SAGHS) are the following books to 

facilitate use of the Draper Manuscript 

Collection microfilm: 

 

Guide to the Draper Manuscripts by Jose-

phine L.  Harper, 1983.  RF21004 (117) 

Did Draper Find My Ancestor? Using the 

Draper Manuscripts in Tennessee and 

Kentucky Genealogy by James L. Hansen, 

RF 21004 (117d) 

Draper Collection – Preston and Virginia 

Papers – Calendar Series Vol. 1 by Milo 

M. Qualife, 1915. RF 21004 (117a) 

Draper Collection – Tennessee and King’s 

Mountain Papers- Calendar Series Vol. 3 

by Wisconsin Historical Society, 1929.  

RF 21004 (117c) 

Draper Collection – The Kentucky Papers- 

Calendar Series Vol. 2 by Wisconsin His-

torical Society, 1925.  RF 21004 (117b) 

To access the Draper Manuscripts Col-

lection you need to take a field trip to 

the San Antonio Public Library 

(SAPL). 

The 1980 edition of The Draper Manu-

script Collection is available at the San 

Antonio Public Library (SAPL), 

 Texana Room.  (Genealogy Microfilm 

973 Draper).  There are 123 reels of mi-

crofilm covering: 

George M. Bedinger Papers (1 vol.) 

Draper’s Life of Boone (5 vols.) 

Daniel Boone Papers (33 vols.) 

Border Forays (5 vols.) 

Samuel Brady and Lewis Wetzel Papers 

(16 vols.) 

Joseph Brant Papers (22 vols.) 

Brant Miscellanies (3 vols.) 

Daniel Brodhead Papers (3 vols.) 

George Rogers Clark Papers (65 vols.) 

George Rogers Clark Miscellanies (6 

vols.) 

Jonathan Clark Papers (2 vols.) 

William Clark Papers (6 vols.) 

William Croghan Papers (3 vols.) 

To Use:  
The collection was organized into 

491 volumes divided into 50 series 

of varying lengths, arranged by ge-

ographic area, subject, and individ-

ual.  The primary tool used to ac-

cess materials within the collection 

is Josephine Harper’s book Guide 

to the Draper Manuscripts.  The 

Wisconsin Historical Society also 

produced several volumes of index-

es called the “Calendars Series” to 

research collection.  The Draper 

Manuscripts have been given a al-

phabetical designation or press-

mark.  SAGHS provides many of 

the indexes to this collection. 

The State Historical Society of Wiscon-

sin made the collection available to re-

searchers through microfilm.  There are 

3 editions of the microfilm: the 1949 

edition, replaced by the new microfilm 

edition in 1980, and the 1981 micro-

fiche edition.  

The Draper Collection includes:  Let-

ters, miscellaneous legal documents, 

journals, diaries, family and personal 

records, land records, muster rolls, or-

der books, court martial lists, inter-

views of pioneers, etc., together with 

notes and correspondence of 

A citation to:  

“Draper Mss. 25 C 12” (microfilm edi-

tion 1980, reel 8)” 

is a reference to a page or item 12 in vol-

ume 25 of the Daniel Boone Papers, Se-

ries C, in the 1980 microfilm edition of 

the Draper Manuscripts 

 


