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CISA, NUS & CAPA  
Welcome International Students Transport Concessions in NSW 

 

The Council of International Students Australia (CISA), the National Union of Students (NUS) and 
Council of Australian Postgraduate Associations (CAPA) welcome the NSW state Government’s 
decision to grant public transport concession for International Students in NSW. 

CISA, NUS & CAPA with extensive support from countless other student representatives and 
advocates have been lobbying for the fair treatment of international students who use public transport 
as a main mode of travel when studying in Australia. 

“This announcement has been received with great excitement and relief by students in NSW. It has 
sent out a very positive message about the value of students to the state,” said Aleem Nizari, president 
of CISA.  

Mr Nizari added that, “This has been a long battle and for most part it has not been easy. The issue of 
concessions goes beyond equity and CISA has fought hard to make everyone understand that lack of 
concessions has a direct impact on student safety and also plays a role in discouraging student 
engagement.” 

“We are very grateful to the NSW Taskforce members, particularly the chair Mr. Phil Clark AM, for 
inviting us to the meetings and taking many of our suggestions on board for the recommendations. It 
is exciting to see that the Industry Action Plan has such a strong student focus and recognises the 
importance of a positive, enriching student experience,” exclaimed CISA president. 

“NUS over many years has run campaigns, petitions and rallies on the issue of FAIR FARES, 
galvanising community support and fighting on this with the government,” said Donherra Walmsley, 
President of NUS.  

“There is no doubt that today’s announcement is a welcomed one,” added Ms Walmsley 

"Concessions for international students in NSW are well overdue and that they have been introduced 
now is a tribute to the ongoing pressure put on the NSW Government by CAPA, CISA and NUS. As a 
Victorian student myself, I certainly hope that my State Government will sit up and take note," said 
Meghan Hopper, president of Council of Australian Postgraduate Association (CAPA). 

While this is a great step forward, CISA, NUS & CAPA will closely observe at the implementation of 
this change. It is understood that the NSW government will only grant up to 35% off the current adult 
fare and that this will only be a 12 month pilot program. CISA, NUS & CAPA welcome this as a first 
step but repeat the call for the NSW government to fully and unequivocally grant concessions to 
international students. 



“The fact that the change for now has only been announced for 12 months has caused some confusion. 
Majority of students come for courses that are longer than a year and it would be a shame if they 
cannot be certain about what the overall transport costs will look like for them. We are keen to 
understand the reason behind this time limit and what will drive the future decisions regarding the 
concessions in the state,” said Mr Nizari. 

“CISA and the Australian Federation of International Students have argued that travel concessions 
also affect the way international students engage with their community,” said Kerryn Chung, vice-
president of CISA.  

“These campaigns have stressed the importance of concessions for all students, not only for economic 
purposes, but for safety and social purposes too,” said Ashraf Alias, international officer from NUS. 

CISA, NUS & CAPA are also calling on the Government of Victoria, the last remaining state where 
international students are still unable to access transport concessions to take note. CISA and NUS are 
confident that the Victorian Government will commit to this over-due and necessary change for the 
benefit of all international students in Victoria. 

“This result could not have been achieved by any individual organisation. We would like to 
acknowledge all the international students representatives, all the organizations and all the individuals 
who have campaigned for the travel concessions and international students rights,” concluded Mr 
Nizari. 
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