
Monte Carlo Night 2009 – 
Biggest Fundraiser Ever   
Article submitted by Tim Clark. Photos: Chris Shintani 
A new chapter fundraising record was set at October’s 
annual Monte Carlo Night event when over $6500 was 
raised for the Painted Turtle Camp. Participating were 
over 300 parents, members, alumni and guests, setting 
an attendance record for the annual event. For the first 
time, Monte Carlo Night was held in the Titan Student 
Union at CSUF. Among those attending were Dean of 
Students representatives Juanita Razo (Associate 
Dean) and Maricela Alvarado (Greek Advisor), who 
sent the following message to the chapter: 
 

Congratulations to Phi Kappa Tau for your hard work 
and dedication to The Painted Turtle Camp. The 
event was wonderful and  I had a great time. I was 
happy to see the turnout of your members, alumni and 
community.  I am very proud of your chapter.  
 

The largest turnout of chapter members’ parents ever 
came to the event, some traveling from as far as North-

ern California. Over 30 
chapter alums were 
also in attendance. A 
highlight of the even-
ing was the impas-
sioned speech by 
Jonathon Bislig (Fall 
2005) who has served 
as a volunteer at 
Painted Turtle, and 
who enthusiastically 
encouraged other Phi 
Tau’s to do the same: 

“...for you sorority ladies,volunteering at the Painted Tur-
tle camp is a good way to meet upstanding, kind-hearted 
young men…”. Sorority members from Alpha Chi 
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Omega and Alpha Delta Pi helped as dealers. Spe-
cial thanks go to major donors Dave Taylor (Fall 
68); Scott Shopshire (S80); Jack Hale (F60); Mi-
chael Khalil (F08); Craig Fuller; JP Cohen; and 
Ray Carlos (Sum00).   

Leading the 
Monte Carlo 
Night committee 
was chapter VP 
Kris Boswell, 
who worked very 
hard to make the 
event a success. 
Kris and his com-
mittee had been 
working since 
October 2008, 
when the previ-
ous MC Night 
had to be can-
celled because of 

wildfires. MC Night Committee members: Ryan 
Herald, Kyle Rodman, John Sanders, Louis Riz-
zicasa, Anthony Padilla and Christian Nitu   

Next Alumni Event: 
Founder’s Day 
Sat Apr 24 2010   

8:30am Softball -1pm-BBQ; 
6pm  Titan Baseball Game  

(details on Page 4) 

Save The Date: 
Nov 13, 2010 

GO Chapter 
50th Celebration 

Big Check For Camp: President Andy Lopez, 
Painted Turtle Volunteer Joseph Blisig;  Monte Carlo 
Night Chair Kris Boswell; BOG Chair Tim Clark 

Mike Khalil and his parents 
attended Monte Carlo Night 

Aaron Lowenthal and Mom 
with Silent Auction painting 

Help Celebrate The Chapter’s 50th Anniversary 
Several initiatives are underway to commemorate Gamma Omicron’s 50th Anniversary at Cal State 
Fullerton, which will culminate with a 50th Anniversary Banquet event on the CSUF campus 
scheduled for November 13, 2010.  

Founder’s Day Events: April 24, 2010 (Sat) will include early AM Softball; a BBQ at 1pm fol-
lowed by Titan Baseball game at 6pm. 50th Anniversary T Shirts with names of all Chapter 
members on the back (see design on page 4) will be available at the event.  
50th Anniversary Logo: You’ll start seeing our 50th logo (at right) designed by Sergio Liz-
zaraga on T-shirts, banners and (possibly) baseball caps throughout 2010. 
History of GO Chapter DVD:  The chapter’s history including photos, documents, newspaper 
articles and videos from 1960 to 2010 is being compiled. The DVD will be available in the No-
vember timeframe, with net proceeds going to the chapter’s scholarship fund. (If you have 
‘period’ pictures or other documents, please contact Tim Clark ….see above for contact info) 
Newspaper Articles:  The Daily Titan already published an article on the chapter’s history, and 
will be doing more interviews with CSUF alumni who were involved in the founding of the-
Greek system .  

We encourage all alumni to attend these 50th Anniversary Events!! 

50th Anniversary Logo designed by Ser-
gio Lizzaraga (S80) CSUF Professor of 
Graphic Design, will appear on T-Shirts 
available to alumni...see page 4 for details 



your tackle football suggestion, but when you mentioned that we would 
watch instead of 
play it suddenly hit 
me---we are too 
damn old to play 
tackle football.  It's 
bad enough that as 
of Saturday I will 
qualify for a senior 
discount at the 
movies..... ---The 
Phi Tau formerly 
known as Cal 

1980's 
Steve Suzuki (F85) 
sent around a tale of a camping trip made in 1996 to 7 Lakes area in the Sierras 
called “7 Lakes, 7 Brothers, 7 Days”. The other alums on the trip were Bob Goss-
man;  Brett Loewecke;  Michael Putt; Alan Chiang; Charlie Winn and Steve 
Chow. Here is an excerpt from the log Steve kept: 
 
Saturday, June 8, 1996: Woke up with a hangover. Thought I was at 
home and all I needed to do was jump out of bed, walk five feet and use 
the can…Not the case. I had to unzip my sleeping bag, put on my clothes, 
put on my shoes, maneuver around Charlie, unzip the screen door of the 
tent, unzip the outer door, get out, zip the doors back shut, find the shovel, 
trudge over 40 feet of snow, climb 50 feet up the mountain, dig a ditch, 
fight the mosquitoes off my ass, and finally, yes, I get to take my morning 
shit. 
11:45 AM: We all have our backpacks ready, as we are about the leave 
the 5th Lake. Destination – Below the 1st Lake, along the stream. Bob says 
there are big fish there. Right before departure, Charlie runs out to the 
rock island, shaves his clothes off and jumps into the 5th Lake. Un-
believable! Then he gets out of the lake and chants like a walrus!  While 
Charlie is doing this, the rest of the group sneaks a huge rock in his back-
pack. When Charlie returns, he walks up to Bob, who has his water bag 
filled with air in his hands.  He asks if he could see it and Bob says, 
“Sure.”  Charlie grabs it and drop kicks it like a football to be funny. Bob 
looks at him and says, “I guess I’ll have to get you back for that.” The 
rest of us laugh hysterically because Bob was the one who put the rock in 
Charlie’s pack. Charlie is clueless and thinks we’re laughing because he 
kicked Bob’s water bag. We leave the 5th Lake. 

1:30 PM: We settle at a clearing along the stream exiting the 1st Lake. 
Charlie finds the rock in has backpack and we all laugh. He and I go hiking 
and fishing along the stream. 
                                                                                          (Continued on Page 3) 
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1960's 
Jon Lehan (S65) wrote ‘I met my pledge brother and dear friend Bob Bryce 
at our 45th year reunion for the Anaheim High class of 1964 in Octo-
ber. So many interesting and good times to relive, and, sadly, so many 
toasts to so many absent brothers.  We must treasure our times together, 
past, present and future. Other news: Steve Sundvold has recently re-
tired as a Judge of the Orange County Superior Court.  I'm in my 20th year 
as a Judge of the Mendocino County Superior Court, and will be joining 
him in retirement in the not too distant future.  Steve and I are pledge 
brothers from the proud, "we try harder," pledge class of Spring 
1965.  1965? Ouch. 
Referring to the CSUF Daily Titan article from January titled “Phi Kappa Tau – 
Then and Now”, Jon wrote: I'm really surprized that they were allowed to use 
the terms "toga party," and "mud bowl" in the same article, or for that mat-
ter in any article.  Who is John Galt?  Who were Claire and Monica?  Hard 
to remember, but easy to forget.  best to all.... 
Tony Corradino (F64) directed the committee that led to Sigma Phi Omega’s 
affiliation with Phi Kappa Tau in 1965-66. He’s now retired from teaching 
(Katella High School), and made his first visit to the Barn on January 30th during 
CSUF Homecoming. He met up with Larry Bridwell (S64) , chapter president at 

the time of chartering in 1966, for the first time since graduating in 1967. They 
reminisced in the Chapter Room for awhile and then it was off to 301 Café in 
Placentia to continue catching up on their lives after 43 years (!!)  
Jack Hale (F60) changed his email address, sending this ominous(?) note…
something about a “Hammer”: ‘Time to get a personal E-Mail, the Hammer 
has come down from Patty Ann and the Girls to begin a new life, as the 
girls say Mom has plans.  Don't know what that means exactly but for sure 
I will find out’ 

1970'sI 
Doug Hauser (S74) has retired from the OC Sanitation District, where he was 
working with Jim Niswonger (F65) 
Lionel Esquival (F79) has a son David who is a member of Phi Kappa Tau at 
Chapman University. Dave recently sent this message commenting on his experi-
ences as an Associate: 
‘…. my experience was much different than those in my class.  I can re-
member coming home from Associate Meetings (“Pledge Meetings” as my 
Dad would put it) and my Dad would ask me where my Pledge Pin was 
and always made sure I was wearing it or had it close to me.  Kevin Cal-
cagnie even asked me to do push-ups for him in the middle of a hall re-
cently when I saw him. In the end, I am looking forward to a lifelong broth-
erhood experience with you all and those to come. On another note, con-
gratulations to GO for your 11 Spring Associates!  Our Rush Week ended 
this past week and we ended up with 17 worthy Spring Associates!  I think 
I see a Gamma Omicron vs. Epsilon Sigma Softball Tournament in our 
future! In Phi, F. David Esquivel 
Tom Ketchum- (F74) then replied ‘Make it tackle football and we will come 
and watch!” … to which Kevin Calcagnie (F73) then chimed in:  Tom, I liked 

Alumni Updates 

Bob Gossman; Steve Suzuki; Brett Loewecke; Mike Putt; Alan Chiang 

Jan 2010: Larry Bridwell, Tony Cor-
radino; Tim Clark in Chapter Room  
during CSUF Homecoming event 

Tim O’Connell; Mark Gill; Jim Snowden  (all  from 
Fall 72) at a gathering in Orange last summer.   

Sep 1966: Tony Corradino (2nd 
from left); Larry Bridwell,(at 
right) during  GO charter signing  



Late Afternoon: I am sitting on a huge rock across the stream from where 
our camp is, smoking a cigar, watching the clouds, listening to the roaring 
rapids of the stream. I really enjoyed this trip and realize that this is our 
last full day here. I quickly sketch the scene. The mosquitoes are over-
whelming. We decide to move camp more inland. We find a great place 
where a fire pit already exists. 
Evening: We all gather around the campfire and enjoy our last evening 
together on this trip. I sat on a huge rock and smoked my last cigar, a Cu-
ban. 
 
Brett Loewecke added these comments after seeing Steve’s article on 7 Lakes:  
That was an awesome account of a great backcountry trip of Seven Lakes! 
Those trips were definitely some of best times I've ever had with you 
guys...I think reaching the top of Mt. Whitney is one of my favorites al-
though there were so many people on the trail. A place like Seven Lakes 
was great because we had the place to ourselves except for that time we 
partied with the crew from the California Conservation Corp at the 2nd and 
3rd Lake. One image I'll never forget is Schmeeckle hiking all the way in 
and out of 7 Lakes with a fucking duffle bag! Did you ever buy a backpack 
since? 
Mike Putt  also added his comments to Steve: Damn, you smoked a lot of ci-
gars!  Awesome memories!  We should all lose 20 pounds and do it 
again… 

1990's 
Jesse Bluma (F97) is teaching in Saddleback Valley Unified, and has also 
coached several successful Academic Pentathlon teams.  

In March, eight members and four alumni participated in the West Coast 
Road Trip regional conference held at Cal Poly Pomona. This annual 
conference features  leadership sessions on chapter operations and a 
philanthropy project ..members made birthday cards for campers….a 
tradition at Painted Turtle Camp. Most western chapters attended, along 
with members of the latest Colony at San Jose State. 
Going forward, emphasis will be on recruiting, donating to our philan-
thropy, providing community service, and continuing our academic 
achievements. We plan to send several representatives to the National 
Convention in July in Colorado and encourage our alumni to participate 
in Phi Kappa Tau on a national level.  The experience is amazing and 
rewarding for not only the individual but for the entire chapter.  
Andy Lopez & Jesus Ornelas contributed to this article  

In December 2009 our 
chapter earned several awards 

at CSUF”s ‘Pursuit Of Excellence’ 
Awards Banquet: 1) Outstanding Greek 

Alumus - (Chapter Adviser Matt Della 
Mora); 2) Outstanding Program – (Monte Carlo 

Night); 3) Chapter's Choice (Voted by Panhellenic and 
IFC chapters) and 4) Four Star Rating. Outgoing President (and 

now IFC President) Andy Lopez said: ‘After being rewarded for all of 
our hard work and accomplishments this past year, it feels great to con-
clude my term as President.  With help from our Board of Governors and 

alumni, the Executive 
Council, along with chap-
ter members developed 
strong leadership skills 
which re-organized our 
chapter by encouraging 
dedication, motivation, 
and commitment to make 
our chapter successful‘.   
Current President Jesus 
Ornelas has kept the 
momentum going since 
taking office in January. 
Retreats for the EC and 
Chapter were held in 
January 2010. An Asso-
ciate Class of 11 was 

recruited for Spring 2010, bringing our total membership to 73 men. We 
were featured in a Daily Titan Article in January “Phi Kappa Tau – Then 
and Now” which quoted the CSUF Greek Advisor on her thoughts about 
Phi Kappa Tau: “They are great role models within the Greek commu-
nity…. We only see them getting stronger and growing as respected lead-
ers. With their great alumni support, they will absolutely continue to grow.” 
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President’s Corner 
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Chapter Back On Track & Prepares for Fiftieth 

Matt Johnson (F99) is now a reporter for Fox News at Channel 5 in San Diego. 
His “bio” on the KSWB website states: 
For Matt Johnson news reporting is his passion and working in San Diego 
is truly a dream come true. He grew up in Los Angeles and is happy to be 
back home in Southern California. After graduating from California State 
University/Fullerton with a degree in Communications/
Journalism, he moved to New Mexico and worked as 
the Four Corners Bureau Chief for KRQE, the CBS 
affiliate in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Matt has also 
worked as a reporter in both Palm Springs and Reno, 
Nevada. Matt got his start at Rolling Stone Magazine 
in New York City and was featured in the publication 
as part of the "got milk" campaign.He moved to Amer-
ica's Finest City from Las Vegas where he worked as 
a reporter for KVVU, the Fox affiliate. While in Las 
Vegas he also reported for Fox News Channel and 
CNN on the arrest of O.J. Simpson, and the Monte Carlo Hotel fire.During 
his career, Matt has interviewed many dignitaries and celebrities. Most 
memorable are President Barack Obama, Brad Pitt, Ellen Degeneres and 
all of the American Idol judges. He was also assigned to cover the funeral 
of former President Gerald Ford.When not at work Matt likes to spend time 
with his twin nephews and go to the beach. He is also actively involved 
with several organizations including Aids Walk San Diego.   

2000’s 
Andy Lopez (F06) currently serves as CSUF’s Chief Communications Officer, 
and is running for ASI Vice President. He was recently elected  President of IFC. 
Congratulations to chapter member Hans Holborn (F08) who earned his BA in 
Communications.                                                              (Continued on Page 4) 

Alumni Updates   (continued from Page 2) 

Picture from “Phi Kappa Tau – Then and Now” article in the Daily 
Titan Jan 2010.. Chapter President Jesus Ornelas is front-right 

Matt Johnson 

West Coast Road Trip Louis Rizzacasa, 
Christian Gasca and Freddie Ugarte working 
on Birthday cards for Painted Turtle campers 



Tristan Hilpert (F03) has stayed involved as a Phi Tau alum by helping at Chap-
man University: ‘I am the newly appointed BOG Chairman over at Epsilon 
Sigma Chapter at Chapman. I was serving on the board there as Recruit-
ment Adviser previous to that from January through September 2009. I also 
brought on Joe Meyer [F03] as Alumni Advisor in January as well. ‘ 
John Busuego (S02)  serving in the US Army, has a son born in April 2010. Lt 
Busuego is currently stationed in MO. 

50th Anniversary T-Shirts Available 
Shirts commemorating the 50th Anniversary of Phi Kappa Tau at Cal 
State Fullerton will be available at Founder’s Day on April 24th. The 
back of the shirt, pictured below, has names of all initiated Brothers 
since 1960. On the front is the 50th logo (above, left). ORDERS: 
Alums who can’t attend Founders Day Apr 24th can order via email: 
(tclark54@pacbell.net) or phone (949)689-9380, indicating size (L, 
XL or XXL) and then send $25 check to: Tim Clark, 15336 Reims Cir, 
Irvine CA 92604. We’ll send your shirt out via regular US Mail.  
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Next Alumni Event:  

Saturday, April 24, 2010  1pm to 10pm 
BBQ at the Barn starting at 1pm; Titan Baseball Game at 6pm 

OPTIONAL: Softball Tourney at 8:30am  
$10 per person(BBQ only) or $20 with 50th Anniversary Tshirt 

(Titan Baseball tickets on your own) 
For Details and to RSVP:  

Email: tclark54@pacbell.net Or Call Tim Clark 949-689-9380 

Contribute To The Phi Kappa Tau Foundation and GO Chapter 
You Can Contribute DIRECTLY to our Chapter through the Phi Kappa Tau Foundation!! 

Contributions are Tax-Deductible, but MUST be directed to the: Gamma Omicron Chapter Education Grant Fund   
Mail To:  PKT Foundation, 5221 Morning Sun, Oxford OH 45056  OR You may contribute online at:  www.phikappatau.org 

Aaahhh...Barn  Memories!! Remember the ‘Shed”, in the corner of the 
north patio?  (Me neither.). This picture, circa 2001, is one of hundreds to 
be included in the “History of GO Chapter” DVD  available in November  

50th Anniversary 
1960 – 2010 

Alumni Updates   (continued from Page 3) 


