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WELCOME TO PHI KAPPA TAU
	 As you sit in your first meeting as an associate member of Phi Kappa Tau, 
we are sure you are filled with a mix of excitement, nervousness, happiness, and 
you might even be a little scared. All of these emotions are completely normal for 
you to have but we hope by the end of your first meeting, you are feeling excited, 
comfortable and happy with your decision to join Phi Tau.

	 Your associate member period is designed to help you learn about Phi Kappa 
Tau as an organization, who your brothers are, who the other members of your 
associate class are, and what it means to be a Phi Tau man. It is important to know 
that we don’t expect you to learn every single thing about this fraternity in the next 
six weeks however we do hope that you develop a good foundation that you will 
continue to build on during your lifetime membership in Phi Kappa Tau.

	 This is not a period that you need to prove yourself to anyone and we 
expect that you are treated with the upmost respect by everyone involved with 
your associate member process. If at any time you feel uncomfortable, unsafe or 
if you just have a question, please use the resources on the next page to contact 
someone who can help you.

	 We hope that you will have fun, learn, and grow during this time. This is an 
exciting time for you, your chapter and Phi Kappa Tau as an entire national fraternity 
and we are excited you have decided to join our brotherhood.

Sincerely,

The Phi Kappa Tau Chapter Services Team
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AVAILABLE RESOURCES                                                                                

ON CAMPUS RESOURCES

•	 Campus Fraternity/Sorority Advisor
•	 Board of Governors Chapter Advisor
•	 Campus Health and Wellness Office
•	 Office of Student Conduct

FRATERNITY RESOURCES

•	 Phi Tau Emergency Hotline:     
(513) 523-4193 ext. 251

•	 Report a Concern Page found on 
phikappatau.org

•	 Chapter Success Manager
•	 Email MOD@phikappatau.org
•	 Anti-Hazing Hotline: 1-888-668-

4293
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Creed

	 Phi Kappa Tau, by admitting me to membership, has conferred upon me a 
mark of distinction in which I take just pride. I believe in the spirit of brotherhood 
for which it stands. I shall strive to attain its ideals, and by so doing to bring to it 
honor and credit. I shall be loyal to my college and my chapter and shall keep strong 
my ties to them that I may ever retain the spirit of youth. I shall be a good and loyal 
citizen. I shall try always to discharge the obligation to others which arises from the 
fact that I am a fraternity man.

Roland Maxwell, Southern California ʼ22

November 19, 1950

Vision

	 The vision of Phi Kappa Tau is to be recognized as a leadership organization 
that binds men together and challenges them to improve their campuses and the 
world.

Mission

	 The mission of Phi Kappa Tau is to champion a lifelong commitment to 
brotherhood, learning, ethical leadership and exemplary character.
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PHI KAPPA TAU POLICIES
The Risk Management Policy of FIPG, Inc. includes the provisions, which follow and shall 
apply to all fraternity entities and all levels of fraternity membership.

ALCOHOL AND DRUGS

•	 The possession, sale, use or consumption of ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, while 
on chapter premises or during a fraternity event, in any situation sponsored 
or endorsed by the chapter, or at any event an observer would associate with 
the fraternity, must be in compliance with any and all applicable laws of the 
state, province, county, city and institution of higher education, and must comply 
with either the BYOB or Third Party Vendor Guidelines. BYOB is defined in the 
FIPG Guidelines as one (1) six-pack of 12-ounce beers or one (1) four-pack of 
wine coolers brought by a member or guest who is legally able to consume an 
alcoholic beverage.

•	 No alcoholic beverages may be purchased through or with chapter funds nor 
may the purchase of same for members or guests be undertaken or coordinated 
by any member in the name of or on behalf of the chapter. The purchase or use 
of a bulk quantity or common source(s) of alcoholic beverage, for example, kegs 
or cases, is prohibited.

•	 OPEN PARTIES, meaning those with unrestricted access by non-members of the 
fraternity, without specific invitation, where alcohol is present, are prohibited.

•	 No members, collectively or individually, shall purchase for, serve to, or sell 
alcoholic beverages to any minor (i.e., those under legal drinking age).

•	 The possession, sale or use of any ILLEGAL DRUGS or CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCES while on chapter premises or during a fraternity event or at any 
event that an observer would associate with the fraternity is strictly prohibited.
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•	 No chapter may co-sponsor an event with an alcohol distributor or tavern 
(tavern defined as an establishment generating more than half of annual gross 
sales from alcohol) at which alcohol is given away, sold or otherwise provided to 
those present. This includes any event held in, at or on the property of a tavern 
as defined above for purposes of fundraising. However, a chapter may rent or 
use a room or area in a tavern as defined above for a closed event held within 
the provisions of this policy, including the use of a third party vendor and guest 
list. An event at which alcohol is present may be conducted or co-sponsored 
with a charitable organization if the event is held within the provisions of this 
policy.

•	 No chapter may co-sponsor, co-finance or attend or participate in a function at 
which alcohol is purchased by any of the host chapters, groups or organizations.

•	 All recruitment or rush activities associated with any chapter will be non-
alcoholic. No recruitment or rush activities associated with any chapter may be 
held at or in conjunction with a tavern or alcohol distributor as defined in this 
policy.

•	 No member or pledge, associate/new member or novice shall permit, tolerate, 
encourage or participate in “drinking games.” The definition of drinking games 
includes but is not limited to the consumption of shots of alcohol, liquor or 
alcoholic beverages, the practice of consuming shots equating to one’s age, “beer 
pong,” “century club,” “dares” or any other activity involving the consumption of 
alcohol which involves duress or encouragement related to the consumption of 
alcohol.

•	 No alcohol shall be present at any pledge/associate member/new member/
novice program, activity or ritual of the chapter. This includes but is not limited 
to activities associated with “bid night,” “big brother – little brother” events or 
activities, / “big sister - little sister” events or activities, “family” events or activities 
and initiation.
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HAZING

	 No chapter, colony, student or alumnus shall conduct nor condone hazing 
activities. Permission or approval by a person being hazed is not a defense. Hazing 
activities are defined as: “Any action taken or situation created, intentionally, 
whether on or off fraternity premises, to produce mental or physical discomfort, 
embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule. Such activities may include but are not 
limited to the following: use of alcohol, paddling in any form, creation of excessive 
fatigue, physical and psychological shocks, quests, treasure hunts, scavenger hunts, 
road trips or any other such activities carried on outside or inside of the confines 
of the chapter house; wearing of public apparel which is conspicuous and not 
normally in good taste, engaging in public stunts and buffoonery, morally degrading 
or humiliating games and activities, and any other activities which are not consistent 
with academic achievement, fraternal law, ritual or policy or the regulations and 
policies of the educational institution or applicable state law.” 

SEXUAL ABUSE AND HARRASSMENT

The fraternity will not tolerate or condone any form of sexist or sexually abusive 
behavior on the part of its members, whether physical, mental or emotional. This 
is to include any actions, activities or events, whether on chapter premises or an 
off-site location which are demeaning to women or men, including but not limited 
to verbal harassment, sexual assault by individuals or members acting together. The 
employment or use of strippers, exotic dancers or similar, whether professional or 
amateur, at a fraternity event as defined in this policy is prohibited.
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FIRE HEALTH AND SAFETY

1.	 All chapter houses should meet all local fire and health codes and standards.
2.	 All chapters should post by common phones and in other locations emergency 
numbers for fire, police and ambulance and should have posted evacuation 
routes on the back of the door of each sleeping room.

3.	 All chapters should comply with engineering recommendations as reported by 
the insurance company or municipal authorities.

4.	 The possession and/or use of firearms or explosive or incendiary devices of any 
kind within the confines and premises of the chapter house is prohibited.

5.	 Candles should not be used in chapter houses or individual rooms except under 
controlled circumstances such as initiation.

EDUCATION

	 Each fraternity shall annually instruct its students and alumni/alumnae in the 
Risk Management Policy of FIPG, Inc. Additionally, all students and key volunteers 
shall annually receive a copy of the Risk Management Policy and a copy of the policy 
shall be available on the fraternity website. For more information, refer 
to www.fipg.org
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NATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

•	 Pay the $75 association fee
•	 Pay the $240 initiation fee*
•	 Have at least a 2.5 GPA
•	 Complete GreekLifeEdu before initiation**

* Could be more depending on the Badge selected.
**There is a 30 day waiting period between part one and part two. Associate Members will need to start 
GreekLifeEdu within a week of receiving the email to set up their accounts

Your chapter could have some additional expectations for you to meet 
before being initiated. It is important to remember:

•	 These expectations should match the expectations of the chapter. For example, if the chapter 
requires all members to complete five service hours a semester and that is an expectation for 
associate members, that would be fine. Now, if they are requiring associate members to complete 
five hours a semester and brothers have no requirements, that would not be ok.

•	 These expectations should be relevant to your Phi Tau experience. Your MOO should review every 
expectation to you and explain the “why” behind it. If the “why” is not something that applies to 
being a member, it should not be an expectation.

•	 All expectations should follow the policies of Phi Kappa Tau.
•	 Expectations should not make you feel uncomfortable.

If at any point during your associate member period, you have questions or concerns we encourage 
you to reach out to one of the following resources:

•	 Chapter BOG
•	 “Report a Concern” link on phikappatau.org (can be found in the Risk Management section of the 

website)
•	 Call the Phi Kappa Tau Emergency Hotline at (513) 523-4193 ext. 251
•	 Call the Hazing Hotline at 1-888-668-4293

If you have any questions about expectations or any other part of the associate member process, 
please email MOD@phikappatau.org

INITIATION REQUIREMENTS                                         
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Phi Kappa Tau History Activity

	 This is a weekly activity, with one group going per week, that will help everyone learn some 
important information about Phi Kappa Tau’s history. You will be given an assigned group that will work 
together to present on information from the assigned readings on the history of Phi Tau. Your group 
will present on what stood out to you, what you find interesting, what are the things that you would 
want someone to know about Phi Tau history from this time period, etc. Starting on page 29 of this 
workbook, you will find excerpts on Phi Tau history from the book, From Old Main to New Century to 
use for this assignment.

Tips for Success:

Be Creative!: No one likes to be lectured to for 15 minutes. Think about a fun, unique way to present 
the information. Maybe you make a video, create a skit, make a game just to name a few examples. This 
is about having fun while you are also learning about the history of Phi Kappa Tau.

Remember the Time Limit: You have about 15 minutes for this activity so make sure to plan and 
practice what you will be doing and how long it will take.

Plan Ahead: Don’t wait until the night before to throw something together. Planning ahead will allow 
you to be creative and thoughtful, while also ensuring that you don’t feel rushed or overwhelmed when 
it is your week to go.

Use other Resources: This workbook will be a great place to start but your Phi Kappa Tau 
Membership Manual is another great resource. You can also use the Phi Tau website (try looking under 
The Exchange), other websites, other books about Phi Tau, and you should even talk to some brothers 
within the chapter.

PHI TAU HISTORY ACTIVITY WEEKLY BREAKDOWN

•	 Assigned Years

•	 Groups 1 2 3 4

1916 - 1945 1946 - 1975 1976 - 1996 1997 - 2016

Your MOO will be giving out your group assignments and which week you will be going.
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Taylor Albert Borradaile

	

	 Taylor Albert Borradaile was born on May 15, 1885, in Camden, Ohio. Borradaile entered Miami 
University in 1904 and was active in almost every phase of university life during his four years as an 
undergraduate. He was a member of the Erodelphian Literary Society and was its president during his 
junior year.

	 Borradaile’s major contribution in the planning phase of the Non-Fraternity Association was 
to personally provide the necessary organizational leadership to start the association. When the 
association held its first meeting on March 17, 1906, Borradaile was elected the first president.

	 Like Founder Douglass, Borradaile graduated with a degree in chemistry, but directed his talents 
towards the teaching field. After devoting a few years to high school work, both as a teacher and a 
principal, he returned to chemistry as a profession, operating his own chemical laboratory in West 
Virginia. At the same time, he served the city of Charleston, West Virginia, as chief chemist.

	 Borradaile subsequently accepted a position with the federal government and served for several 
years as the chief chemist in the materials testing section of the Veteran’s Administration.

	 Founder Borradaile was well-known to members of the Fraternity everywhere for his quick 
sense of humor, his warm personality and his calm, genial nature. His later years were spent with his 
wife Letha in Beckley, West Virginia, where he died in 1977.

PHI KAPPA TAU FOUNDERS BIOGRAPHIES                                         
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Dwight Ireneus Douglass

	

	 Dwight Ireneus Douglass was born and raised in the small McLean County community of 
Colfax, Illinois. The son of a physician, Douglass entered Miami University in September 1902 to study 
chemistry. In addition to his academic work, Douglass was active in the Erodelphian Literary Society, 
belonged to the tennis and golf clubs, played varsity football, and was a member of the Athletic Board 
of Control.

	 Douglass has been characterized by his contemporaries as the real leader in the development 
of the Fraternity in its early years. As the Golden Jubilee History (written by Jack L. Anson) points 
out: “It was his ability to plan an organize and to anticipate the future, along with his commanding 
personality, that welded friends to him, which motivated others and made his new organization a fact.”

	 Douglass continued his stories at the Colorado School of Mines following his graduation from 
Miami in 1906. He received a degree in mining engineering and worked in the mining field for some 
time. During World War I he served in France with the 28th Engineers, and was gassed and wounded 
in the final day of hostilities. Following his discharge in 1919, he lost touch with the Fraternity for a 
period of time.

	 Because of poor health due to his war service, Douglass accepted a position with the Veterans 
Administration in New Orleans in 1922. He retired in 1937, moving to nearby Hammond, Louisiana, 
where he spent his remaining years as a short story writer. He died on February 12, 1940.



PHI KAPPA TAU
MARK OF DISTINCTION

14

Clinton Dewitt Boyd

	

	 Clinton DeWitt Boyd was born in Mt. Orab, a small town in Brown Country, Ohio, located 
about 25 miles east of Cincinnati, in October of 1884. He enrolled at Miami University in September 
1904 and soon became recognized for his ability as a public speaker and debater. He was also a 
capable member of the Miami track team and served as its captain in 1906 and 1907.

	 Boyd, along with Founder Shideler, organized the non-affiliated members of the Miami student 
body into a working organization during the period when the Non-Fraternity Association evolved. He 
completed law school at the University of Michigan after graduating from Miami in 1908 and opened a 
law office in Middletown, Ohio in 1910.

	 From 1929 to 1937, Boyd served as a judge of the Butler County Court of Common Pleas and 
then returned to private practice in Middletown until his death in a 1950 automobile accident.

	 Boyd’s son, Clinton D. Boyd, Jr. and grandson Mark Boyd, are both members of Alpha Chapter at 
Miami University.
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William Henry Shideler

	

	 William Henry Shideler was born near Middletown, Ohio on July 14, 1886 and was the 
youngest of the four Phi Kappa Tau Founders. Shideler was a member of the North Dorm Senate and 
the Erodelphian Literary Society. He was the author of the Non-Fraternity Association constitution, 
along with Douglass, and was the guiding light in directing the preliminaries of the founding.

	 In 1910, he received his doctorate in geology from Cornell University and returned to Miami 
where he served as a member of the faculty until his retirement in 1957.

	 Founder Shideler held every Phi Kappa Tau national office during his long career of exemplary 
service to the Fraternity. He was National President from 1913-1914, Historian from 1917-1922, and a 
member of the National Council from 1920 to 1923 and National Controller from 1929 until his death 
on December 18, 1958. He was also the Fraternity’s acting National Secretary during World War II.

	 Shideler was known as “Doc” even as an undergraduate and was always interested in Miami 
sports. As an undergraduate, he was on the Miami varsity track team and for several years was Miami’s 
representative to the Mid-American Conference and the NCAA. Shideler’s two sons, William Watson 
and James Henry, also joined Phi Kappa Tau. Shideler Hall, Miami’s earth and science building today 
perpetuates Founder Shideler’s memory as a great Miami teacher and scholar. The building was named 
in 1967.
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PHI KAPPA TAU EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS                                        

	 Phi Kappa Tau offers a variety of programs for our undergraduate members and chapters. Our 
programs are designed to develop our members as leaders and men of character and to ensure that our 
chapters are functioning at the highest possible level. You can learn more about our programs below and by 
visiting the national website at phikappatau.org.

	 Leadership Academy is the Fraternity’s premier, individualized 
leadership-development program for rising Phi Kappa Tau leaders. 
The four-day program is offered in three sessions of 40-60 students 
at camps across the country. Participants will create connections with 
rising Phi Kappa Tau leaders while identifying their own leadership style 
and learning how to effectively use their core values as leaders. If you 
strive to be a leader in your chapter, on campus and in your community 
then Leadership Academy is for you.

	 Regional Conferences are a one-day leadership development 
and officer training program. Regional Conferences are focused 
on preparing incoming officers to be strong and effective leaders 
throughout the year. The program educates participants on leadership 
development, an overview of Fraternity operations and the day-to-day 
tasks of the particular offices.

	 Presidents Academy is designed for new presidents to gain a 
deeper understanding of the responsibilities of a chapter president. 
Participants learn to effectively lead chapter meetings, lead an effective 
Executive Council, create constructive relationships beyond the Resident 
Council and take positive action during challenging times. Participants 
also create connections with chapter and Fraternity leaders, enhance 
their communication skills and leave with a plan for positive change in 
the chapter.
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	 Offered throughout the year, a Building Men of Character (BMC) 
Retreat is a two-day chapter focused program which will result in the 
chapter developing a vision and plan of action for positive change in 
the chapter. After participating in this program full of engaging activities, 
chapter members will gain a deeper and greater understanding 
of Phi Kappa Tau values in order to develop leadership, enhance 
communication, emphasize chapter identity and strengthen the bonds of 
brotherhood.

	 Offered throughout the year and scheduled at a chapter/
colony’s request, Good to Great Retreats are customizable retreats that 
are delivered at the local level to best meet the needs of the specific 
chapter/colony. Chapters and colonies now have the opportunity to 
select from different focus areas and work with the Executive Offices 
staff to create a unique retreat just for your brothers.
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PHI KAPPA TAU AND SERIOUSFUN                                             

	 SeriousFun Children’s Network provides a safe summer camp experience for children with 
serious illnesses and life-threatening conditions.

	 Founded in 1988 by Paul Newman, Ohio ’43, the then-Association of Hole in the Wall Camps 
was adopted as Phi Kappa Tau’s national philanthropy in 1995. Since then, Phi Kappa Tau members have 
supported the camps through philanthropy and service.

	 Philanthropy events such as SeriousFun-A-Thons, basketball tournaments, car shows, bowl-a-
thons and haunted houses raise money for various camp needs. Phi Kappa Tau chapters collectively 
raise and donate approximately $100,000 to the camps each academic year.

	 Phi Tau members travel to SeriousFun camps throughout the country and overseas to serve as 
positive male role models. The Phi Kappa Tau Foundation provides up to $300 in travel stipends to any 
undergraduate who volunteers at a camp. Volunteers interested in working for one week or more must 
complete an application and interview.

You can find a complete list of SeriousFun campus located in the United States on the Phi Tau website at 
phikappatau.org
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PHI KAPPA TAU FOUNDATION                                            
	 The purpose of the Phi Kappa Tau Foundation is to ensure the philanthropic support necessary to 
sustain high levels of educational programming by fostering lifelong relationship and commitment to the 
Fraternity’s ideals.

WAYS THE FOUNDATION CAN OFFER SUPPORT

•	 Chapter Education Grant Funds

CEG are accounts within the Phi Kappa Tau Foundation. 
They are set up to receive gifts and restrict them 
for the educational benefit of specific chapters. The 
money cannot be used for any other chapter or for the 
general endowment of the Fraternity. The local Board of 
Governors determines how the funds are utilized on the 
chapter’s behalf.

A CEG can be used to cover the cost of tuition 
payments, awards, recognitions, books or study aids that 
support academics, including scholarships, academic 
incentives and academic expenses.

A CEG can be used to cover the cost of registration 
fees or travel expenses for any of the Fraternity’s Men 
of Character Programs. The following programs are 
reimbursed at the following percentages: Presidents 
Academy (100 percent), Regional Conferences 
(40 percent), Leadership Academy (100 percent), 
Volunteer Development Institute (40 percent), National 
Convention (20 percent) and Conclave (41 percent).

A CEG can be used to cover the cost of registration 
fees, travel expenses, booking fees or logistical costs 
for any leadership-development program, including 
Undergraduate Interfraternity Institute, LeaderShape, 
local/regional leadership programs and local/regional 
speakers.
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WAYS THE FOUNDATION CAN OFFER SUPPORT

•	 Academic Scholarships

The Phi Kappa Tau Foundation provides academic 
scholarships to students pursuing bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees. Scholarship recipients are carefully 
chosen based upon their academic success, commitment 
to the ideals of Phi Kappa Tau, and service to their 
campus, community and Fraternity. 

Thanks to the generosity of many alumni, parents and 
friends, the Phi Kappa Tau Foundation is proud to award 
a number of academic scholarships each year. The 
deadline for all academic scholarships is April 1

•	 UIFI Scholarships

The Phi Kappa Tau Foundation provides two 
Undergraduate Interfraternity Institute (UIFI) 
Scholarships which cover tuition for this outstanding 
inter-greek leadership development program. UIFI 
is hosted by the North-American Interfraternity 
Conference (NIC). The deadline for UIFI scholarships is 
April 1

•	 Joshua Berman Memorial 
SeriousFun Stipend

The Phi Kappa Tau Foundation provides one $1,000 
stipend to an undergraduate who has volunteered at a 
SeriousFun camp in the past and plans to volunteer again 
for more than five days. This SeriousFun stipend was 
created in memory of Joshua Berman, the son of Shelley, 
Southern California ’05, and Sarah Berman. Joshua died 
of cancer in September 1977 at the age of 13. This fund 
was endowed by Bob Plumleigh, Southern California ’47, 
and his wife, Betty. (Application deadline: April 1)
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WAYS THE FOUNDATION CAN OFFER SUPPORT

•	 SeriousFun Stipends

The Phi Kappa Tau Foundation provides SeriousFun 
stipends to Associate and Resident Council members 
who volunteer for a SeriousFun Children’s Network 
camp. Phi Kappa Tau is proud of its affiliation with 
SeriousFun–established by the late Paul Newman, Ohio 
’43. Camps across the country and around the world 
are special places designed to provide a healthy dose of 
laughter and enjoyment for children with serious illnesses. 
Each year, Phi Kappa Tau undergraduates and alumni 
volunteer their time at camps, serving as positive male 
role models for the children. 

The Foundation provides up to $300 in travel stipends 
to any undergraduate who volunteers at a camp. The 
deadline for a SeriousFun Stipend is within 30 days of 
volunteer date.

•	 Cornerstone Campaigns

A Cornerstone Endowment is a chapter-specific fund 
established within the Phi Kappa Tau Foundation utilizing 
specifically designated charitable gifts from chapter 
alumni, parents and friends who wish to ensure that 
students from their chapter will always have access to Phi 
Kappa Tau’s full array of educational and developmental 
programs. 

The Cornerstone Endowment is designed to produce 
a perpetual source of revenue that ensures students’ 
opportunities to participate in Phi Kappa Tau’s Men of 
Character Programs, including Leadership Academy, 
Presidents Academy, Regional Conferences, Building 
Men of Character Retreat and other programs. Alumni 
interested in starting a Cornerstone Campaign should 
contact the Foundation staff.
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WAYS THE FOUNDATION CAN OFFER SUPPORT

•	 Chapter Education Grant Funds

The Brothers Trust is the Phi Kappa Tau Foundation’s 
exclusive undergraduate giving society. Membership in 
the Brothers Trust is awarded to undergraduates who 
contribute $19.06 or more annually to the Phi Kappa 
Tau Foundation. The Brothers Trust supports the growth 
of our colonies—and therefore our brotherhood—by 
providing resources to support the success of colony 
members. A gift to the Brothers Trust helps colony 
members attend Men of Character programming, and 
support scholarships and colony development initiatives.

	 You can find more information about the Foundation, ways to give, and how to apply for scholarships 
be visiting phikappatau.org/foundation.
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CATEGORY                           STANDARD

•	 Membership

Outstanding: Top 15% of chapters ranked based on the ratio of 
chapter size to their campus average size.
Exceeds Expectations: Top 33% of chapters ranked based on the 
ratio of chapter size to their campus average size.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must reach 100% or more of 
campus average size.
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•	 Recruitment

Outstanding: Top 15% of chapters ranked based on the ratio of 
members recruited and initiated to their chapter size.
Exceeds Expectations: Top 33% of chapters ranked based on the 
ratio of members recruited and initiated to their chapter size.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must recruit and initiate 33% of 
chapter size.

•	 Leadership Development

Outstanding/Exceeds/Meets: Chapter must host one Building 
Men of Character Retreat once every four years and have the 
following member attendance at the appropriate leadership 
development program:
•	 Regional Conference- 6 members
•	 National Convention- 2 member OR Conclave- 1 member
•	 Leadership Academy- 2 members
•	 Presidents Academy- 1 member

•	 Community Service

Outstanding: Chapter must average 35 hours per man with a 
minimum of 3 SeriousFun volunteers.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter must average 20 hours per man 
with a minimum of 1 SeriousFun volunteers.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must average 15 hours per man.

•	 Philanthropy

Outstanding: Chapter must average $130 raised per man to any 
philanthropy with a minimum of $2,500 contributed to SeriousFun 
Children’s network.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter must average $75 raised per 
man to any philanthropy.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must average $40 raised per man 
to any philanthropy.

•	 Alumni Engagement

Outstanding: Chapter must produce four alumni publications 
(Newsletters, thank you notes, etc.) and host four alumni events.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter must produce three alumni 
publications and host three alumni events.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must produce two alumni 
Publications and host two alumni events.
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•	 Scholarship

Outstanding: Chapter GPA must be at or above 3.2 OR; Chapter GPA 
must be at or above 3.0 and .2 over Campus AVG GPA. Chapter must 
have an approved scholarship program.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter GPA must be at or above 3.0 OR; 
Chapter GPA must be at or above 2.85 and .1 over Campus AVG GPA. 
Chapter must have an approved scholarship program.
Meets Expectations: Chapter GPA must be at or above 2.75 and at or 
above Campus AVG GPA. Chapter must have an approved scholarship 
program.

•	 Finances
Outstanding/Exceeds/Meets: Chapter must submit two annual budgets 
and the IRS-990 form. Chapter must remain in good financial standing 
throughout the calendar year.

•	 Risk Prevention
Outstanding/Exceeds/Meets: Chapter must not have any risk 
management violations and all risk management seminars and reports 
must be submitted on time.

•	 Retention

Outstanding: Chapter must have a 95% graduation rate. Chapter must 
have 95% associates recruited initiate per calendar year.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter must have a 90% graduation rate. 
Chapter must have 90% associates recruited initiate per calendar year.
· Meets Expectations: Chapter must have an 85% graduation rate. 
Chapter must have 80% associates recruited initiate per calendar year.

•	 Membership Developement

Outstanding: Chapter must host a Ritual Workshop and host or attend 3 
additional Personal/Professional Development workshops.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter must host a Ritual Workshop and host 
or attend 2 additional Personal/Professional Development workshops.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must host a Ritual Workshop and host or 
attend 1 additional Personal/Professional Development workshops.

•	 Membership Developement

Outstanding: 80% of chapter membership must be active members of 
another campus or community organization. 20% of chapter membership 
serve in a leadership position in another campus or community 
organization.
Exceeds Expectations: 66% of chapter membership must be active 
members of another campus or community organization. 10% of 
chapter membership serve in a leadership position in another campus or 
community organization.
Meets Expectations: 50% of chapter membership must be active 
members of another campus or community organization. A chapter 
member must serve in a leadership position in another campus or 
community organization.

•	 Communication

Outstanding: Chapter must create and post 12 original multi-media 
features on a chapter public social media account. Chapter must post a 
news story to national website. Chapter social media must be Branding 
and Style compliant.
Exceeds Expectations: Chapter must create and post 9 original multi-
media features on a chapter public social media account. Chapter must 
post a news story to national website. Chapter social media must be 
Branding and Style compliant.
Meets Expectations: Chapter must create and post 6 original multi-
media features on a chapter public social media account. Chapter must 
post a news story to national website. Chapter social media must be 
Branding and Style compliant.
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BROTHERHOOD ACTIVITY IDEAS                              
•	 Have dinner at the house and then watch a movie
•	 Mario Kart Tournament
•	 Have a resume writing Workshop presented by Career Development Center
•	 Go to a ropes course as a Chapter
•	 Host a Chapter basketball tournament/game with different teams within the 
chapter

•	 Go Bowling
•	 Attend Intramurals and have pizza together after the game
•	 Tailgate before football game (Remember to follow FIPG policies)
•	 Host a chapter Dinner
•	 Go white water rafting
•	 Karaoke Night
•	 Play flag football as a chapter
•	 Attend a university athletic/special event
•	 Play Laser Tag
•	 Host a chapter cookout
•	 Have a coffee break before and in between classes one morning
•	 Invite a speaker to speak at your chapter (athletic coach, mayor, Congresswoman, 
Local Leader, etc…)

•	 Go play mini golf
•	 Play dodgeball as a chapter
•	 Have a theme dinner at the chapter house
•	 Go hiking as a chapter
•	 Watch Monday Night Football as a chapter

	 You do not have to use one of these ideas listed above. This is just a list of examples to get you 
thinking. It is important to remember to plan not only a fun event, but a safe one as well. If you have a 
question about any of Phi Kappa Tau policies, reach out to your chapter Prevention and Wellness Chair, 
BOG or the Executive Offices (MOD@phikappatau.org).
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SERVICE EVENT IDEAS                             
•	 Reach out to a SeriousFun Camp near campus to set up a day of service
•	 Host a field day event for kids on campus
•	 Host a Habitat for Humanity house
•	 Host a Fall/Spring festival on campus
•	 Rake leaves for the elderly in the community
•	 Host a food drive
•	 Partner with another group on campus and do a roadside cleanup
•	 Volunteer to work with students at a nearby elementary, junior high or high 
school

•	 Host a Halloween Haunted House on campus for neighbor kids
•	 Assist the elderly with winterizing, lawn maintenance, painting and home repair

	 A good start would be to reach out to local Non-Profit organizations close to your campus to 
see what help they need. It will be important to plan far enough in advance and make sure they know 
how many people in your group you are expecting to help.
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PHI KAPPA TAU HISTORY                            
1906 - 1945
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1946 - 1975
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1976 - 1996
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1997 - 2016
	 New Year’s Day, 1996, kicked-off the final decade of our Fraternity’s first 100 years. Four 
national presidents emerged and while they all have uniquely distinctive styles, all brought a wealth 
of enthusiasm and a profound belief in the importance of the experience of fraternity. Expansion 
took hold as ten chapters were chartered and seven reorganized.

	 In August, 1999, the Fraternity and Foundation moved to a central office to house both 
entities under one roof that also allowed for the organization to expand and grow. One year later 
Bill Jenkins was elected president of the NIC.

	 Several faces returned to Oxford during the decade. John Green was named Foundation 
executive director. Jenkins assumed the duties as Centennial coordinator and Steve Hartman, 
Muskingum ’89, a former leadership consultant, joined the staff as chief operating officer.

	 With the first 100 years drawing to a close, all focus was directed toward events celebrating 
our Centennial. Construction began on the Centennial Garden adjacent to the Executive Offices 
building and the Centennial Celebration and Convention at Miami University in July 2006 saw 
unprecedented numbers of alumni and guests return to “where it all began.”

Taken from Phi Tau website

For more recent information about Phi Kappa Tau, visit https://www.phikappatau.org/news/
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