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onstruction recently passed the one-
year mark on the $45 billion mega-
project, Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP), 
designed to fill the gap in Europe’s 

Southern Gas Corridor project to access gas 
from fields in Central Asia. The pipeline is 
one of Europe’s largest and most strategic 
natural gas infrastructure projects.  It will  
connect customers in Italy and the Balkans 
with the Azeri gas fields of the Caspian Sea. 

When completed, TAP will transport nat-
ural gas from the giant Shah Deniz II field 
in Azerbaijan to Europe through a 544-
mile (878-km) pipeline, connecting with the 
Trans Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) at the 
Turkish-Greek border at Kipoi. Then it will 
cross Greece and Albania and the Adriatic 
Sea before coming ashore in Southern 
Italy.  TANAP crosses Turkey, Georgia and 
Azerbaijan and will provide an interconnec-
tor between Greece and Bulgaria.

TAP’s initial capacity of 10 Bcm/y could 
be doubled, too, when gas output in the wider 
Caspian region is increased. This would 
involve adding two more compressor sta-
tions, reported Euroactive independent news. 

 TAP begins at the Turkish-Greek border, 
then runs west through the plains of Thrace 
and across the mountains of Macedonia to 
enter Albania. It reaches its highest point 
of 1,800 meters in Albania and enters the 
Adriatic coast at Flier, where it crosses 
the Adriatic on the seabed, plunging to its 
lowest depth of 820 meters before coming 
ashore at San Foca, near the southern Italian 
port town of Brindisi. 

In Italy, TAP will transport 8 Bcm/y 
into the national gas grid for the domes-
tic market, as well as delivering further 
afield to Austria, southern Germany and 
Switzerland. On completion, TAP will be 
870 km in length, with the onshore sec-

Trans-Adriatic Gas Pipeline  
Expected to Fill Big Void
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 Table 1: TAP key facts and figures 

Length About 878 km
Greece 550 km; Albania 215 km; Adriatic Sea 105 km; Italy 8 km  
(about 1.5 km micro-tunnel at landfall) 
Highest point: 1,800 meters in Albania
Lowest point: 820 meters beneath the Adriatic Sea

Capacity 10 Bcm/y: Enough gas to supply 7 million households.
Diameter: 48 inch (1.2 m) onshore; 36 inch (0.91 m) offshore.
Base case: Two compressor stations (one in Kipoi, Greece, and one in Fier, Albania) 
and built-in physical reverse flow.
Expanded case: Over 20 Bcm/y capacity by installing two additional compressor sta-
tions, one in Serres, Greece, and one in Bilisht, Albania.

Connectivity Infrastructure TAP will connect to TANAP (Trans Anatolian Pipeline), SNAM in Italy, and could 
connect with the Interconnector Greece-Bulgaria (IBG) and Ionian Adriatic Pipeline (IAP).

Technical 
data

54,387 pipes 
The weight of steel pipes is 516,184 tons (71 Eiffel towers)
The overall trench excavation volume is 4,545,000 m3 (almost twice the volume of the 
Cheops pyramid in Egypt)

Timeline May 2016 – start of pipeline construction and above ground installations
Winter 2017-18 – offshore pipeline construction
2019 (end) – construction and commissioning completed 
2020 – first gas, TAP starts operations

Equity 
finance:
Funding 
from:

BP (British) (20%), SOCAR (Azerbaijan) (20%), Snam (Italian) (20%), Fluxys (Bel-
gium) (19%), Enagás (Spanish) (16%) and Axpo (Swiss) (5%) 
EBRD; European Investment Bank, EU and export-credit agencies

Source: Trans Adriatic Pipeline
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Line pipe being loaded at the Thiva, Greece train station in 2016.
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 Table 2: Contracts awarded

Scope Contractor Award 
date

Access roads and bridges (Albania) Gener 2 & Sicilsaldo (JV) Apr 15

Large diameter valves RMA July 15

Turbo compressors Siemens Sept 15

Fittings and scraper traps Industria Meccanica Bassi Oct 15

Isolating joints Nuova Giungas Oct 15

Onshore
line pipes & bneds (297 km) Salzgitter Oct 15
line pipes (495 km) Corninth Pipeworks Nov 15

Onshore Pipeline Construction (Italy) Enereco & Max Streicher (JV) Dec 15

Pipeine Recieving Terminal (Italy) Renco Dec 15

Onshore EPC
2 lots Greece Bonati & J&P AVAX (JV)

Mar 16
1 lot Greece, 2 lots Albania Spiecapag

Offshore EPCI Saipem Apr 16

Offshore line pipes (110cm) Salzgitter Apr 16

Compressor stations Renco & Terna (JV) May 16

Fiber optic cable HFCL June 16

EPI SCADA, telecommunications and security systems TBA
Source: Trans Adriatic Pipeline JV: Joint Venture

EPC: Engineering Procurement & Construction
EPCI: Engineering Procurement & Construction & 
 Installation
EPI: Engineering Procurement & Installation

Construction Challenges
The builders of TAP are confronted by 

conventional and unconventional challenges 
in Albania, Greece and Italy. In Albania, 
the peak elevation of 1,800 meters is itself 
a challenge while the inadequate local road 
network had to be upgraded to carry heavy 
machinery and equipment, including a 
60-ton pipe-bending machine and over 1,000 
18-meter pipes weighing up to 16 tons. Geo-
hazards, such as landslides, most notably at 
the site of the Fier compressor station, along 
with marshy conditions requiring over 4,000 

tion of 544 km supplied with 48-inch pipes 
and 36-inch pipes offshore. The pipeline is 
expected to have a lifespan of 50 years.

A 8.5-Bcm storage facility in Albania will 
be an ancillary development of TAP. It will 
be equipped with reverse flow to underpin 
creation of a national gas grid and will pro-
vide additional energy security for southeast-
ern Europe, according to Natural Gas World.

TAP investors expect the project to 
cost €5.7 billion ($6.3 billion). The gas 
supplier, the Shah Deniz consortium, has 
signed a 25-year sales agreement with eight 
European companies to supply 10 Bcm/y of 
which 8 Bcm/y will be transported to Italy. 
The remaining 2 Bcm/y will be divided 
equally between Greece and Bulgaria. 

Welded steel 
pipes are lowered 
into trenches in 
northern Greece 
during November 
construction 
efforts. 
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Welding work in 
Alexandroupoli, 

Greece in 
September 2016.
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stone piles, some of which are 15 meters 
deep, added to the difficulties.

In Greece and Albania, archaeological 
finds of tile, pottery, graves and a 40-cm 
limestone column found in Skrapari and 
dating to the 6th century A.D., have slowed 
progress. In Italy, clearing unexploded ordi-
nance is perhaps not that unusual but they 
are also spraying, removing and replant-
ing 2,000 mature olive trees to make way 
for construction of the 0.9-mile (1.5-km) 
micro-tunnel later in the year.

Benefits for Greece
Greece is totally reliant on imports of 

natural gas, 60% of which is supplied by 
Gazprom, with the remaining 40% arriving 
by tanker as LNG from Algeria, Qatar and 
Nigeria, and by pipeline from Turkey. 

With rising demand for gas, imports 
increased from 2.4 Bcm/y in 2003 to 3.6 
Bcm/y in 2013, according to the E.U.’s sta-
tistical arm, Eurostat. TAP will help satisfy 
rising demand and boost economic develop-
ment. Greece’s Foundation for Economic and 
Industrial Research (IOBE says TAP will gen-
erate €33-36 billion for the Greek economy 
during its lifespan. 

In the short term, construction of TAP 
and its accessories will create 8,000-10,000 
jobs.  Moreover, Greece could become an 

energy hub with a connection to Hungary’s 
TAP via a proposed Greece-Bulgaria-
Romania Interconnector.

Benefits for Albania, Balkan 
Hydropower supplies 90% of Albania’s 

electricity. When Albania is connected 
to TAP, the Ministry of Energy expects 
demand for gas to grow from nearly nothing 
to 1.8 Bcm/y, brought on by investment in a 
nationwide gas distribution network.

In addition, a new 516-km gas pipeline, 
the Ionic Adriatic, linking the neighboring 
Balkan states of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro and Croatia with 
TAP in Albania, will reduce those countries’ 
dependence on Russian gas and complete a 
gas pipeline ring around the Adriatic Sea.

According to estimates by Oxford 
Economics, the construction activities will 
provide €157 million to Albanian gross 
domestic product (GDP). The operational 
effects of the project will add €780 million 
to the GDP.

Benefits for Italy
Natural gas meets 34% of Italy’s total ener-

gy consumption, and imports of 61.4 Bcm/y 
supply 90% of Italy’s gas needs, according to 
Eurostat. Italy imports 43% of its gas from 
Russia via Ukraine. Its second-largest sup-

plier, Algeria, sends gas to Italy via Tunisia. 
Social and economic instability threaten 

these supplies both now and in the future. 
Since Italy’s consumption of natural gas is 
expected to rise from 61.4 Bcm/y in 2015 to 
73 Bcm/y in 2023, additional import capac-
ity is required. An additional silver lining 
arising from TAP is that it should increase 
competition for market leader Eni, which has 
an 83% share of the wholesale market. This 
should help reduce domestic gas prices. 

With TAP’s completion, Italy’s ambitions 
as an energy hub will be strengthened 
because the country will be at the cross-
roads of gas pipelines from Algeria, the 
North Sea, Russia and Central Asia.  

Overall, TAP will provide new sources 
and volumes of gas along new routes to 
southern Europe and the Balkans, increas-
ing energy sector competition, boosting 
cross-border supplies and reducing southern 
Europe’s dependence on Russian gas.  

TAP is also expected to promote economic 
development and job creation along the pipe-
line route as well as being a major source of 
foreign direct investment. With first gas sales 
to Georgia and Turkey targeted for late 2018, 
first deliveries to Europe will follow by early 
2020, according to the developers. P&GJ

Activity in each of the three host coun-
tries is on time, on track and on budget, 
TAP officials reported in a recent news 
release. During the first 12 months, com-
pany officials point to several achieved 
benchmarks as cause for celebration:

The project maintained a site safety 
record with lost-time frequency levels well 
below international norms.

Contractors cleared 49% of the project 
route in Greece and Albania 230 miles 
out of 475 miles (371 km out of 765 km). 
Additionally, 22.6% of welded steel pipes 
are already in the ground.

68.5% of the 55,000 pipes to be used for 
the construction of the pipeline have been 
received in Greece, Albania and Italy.

More than 5,200 people have been 
working for the project across TAP’s host 
countries, over 85% of whom have been 
employed locally. 

The TAP project was announced in 2003 
by Swiss energy company EGL Group, 
now Axpo, which completed its feasibility 
study in March 2006 and signed an agree-
ment to set up TAP AG, a joint develop-
ment agreement, with Statoil in 2008. 

 “We are pleased with our performance,” 

said TAP Managing Director Ian Bradshaw. 
“In terms of overall project progress, we 
are approximately 41% complete, includ-
ing all engineering, procurement and con-
struction scope.”

TAP has what appears to be an equally 
ambitious program for the next 12 months 
as well. By this time next year, plans 
call for the clearing and grading of the 
route across Greece and Albania to have 
been completed and 67% of welded pipes 
placed in the ground.    

“A project of this scale and magnitude 
will face daily challenges; however, we 
are well-positioned to address and manage 
them by working closely with our teams, 
our supply network and alongside com-
munities,” Bradshaw added. 

TAP implemented a wide range of social 
and environmental investment (SEI) pro-
grams in the communities along its route. 
Additional projects, about 70 of them, with 
a total value of about $16.6 million (€15 
million) are due to be rolled out in the 
upcoming months. In total, TAP will invest 
over $61 million (€55 million) in SEI in 
Greece, Albania and Italy.

Ahead of those milestones, TAP appoint-

ed Luca Schieppati as the new managing 
director, replacing Bradshaw, and Walter 
Peeraer as president. Both began their new 
jobs June 27. 

Schieppati joins TAP from Snam, Europe’s 
largest natural gas utility, where he worked 
since 1991, most recently as chief industrial 
assets officer and as managing director at 
Snam Rete Gas S.p.A, the group’s subsidiary, 
managing its 20,195-mile (32,500-km) gas 
pipeline network in Italy. 

Peeraer most recently worked as the 
managing director and board mem-
ber of Fluxys S.A, the Belgian-based 
European gas transmission assets man-
agement company, where he served in 
various senior positions, including CEO 
of Fluxys Belgium.  

“With construction continuing across all 
three countries, the project is entering an 
important new phase, and I’m confident 
that their many years of experience and 
deep expertise will be essential in safely 
and successfully delivering this project for 
the European gas customers,” Chairman of 
the TAP Board Joe Murphy said of the new 
appointments. !
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Israeli Pipeline Prospects Politically, 
Economically Complex

Israel’s desire for increased energy security, alongside the oppor-
tunity of importing natural gas through the planned Arish-Ashkelon 
gas-pipeline in the 1990s, encouraged the adoption of that fuel. 
Between 2008 and 2012, the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline brought 
Egyptian gas to Israel. LNG imports began in 2013 via the offshore 
Hader Deepwater LNG Terminal.

The new millennium inaugurated a series of small offshore gas-
field discoveries  culminating in the 10.8 Tcf Tamar field that came 
online in 2013, and  the 21.9 Tcf Leviathan field that will be fully 
on stream in 2019, (Figure 1.) 

Increasing availability of natural gas and its adoption for electricity 
generation saw consumption rise from 5.2 Bcm in 2010 to 9.8 Bcm in 
2016. By 2020, consumption of natural gas is expected to reach 12.5 
Bcm, climbing to 18 Bcm by 2030, of which 85% will be accounted for 
by electricity generation and industry, according to the Israeli Ministry 
of National Infrastructure, Energy and Water Resources, (Figure 2). 

LNG imports enter the maritime portion of Israel Natural Gas 
Lines natural gas transmission system. Offshore gas  is collected 
by pipelines owned and operated by  field operators and enters the 
state-owned gas pipeline network  whose 530-km pipelines service 
major cities, power stations and industry, (Figure 3).

The company is in the midst of expanding its network to serve 
the Jerusalem area, new towns and power plants that are converting 
to natural gas. 

Reaching Markets 
With the prospect of increasing natural gas supplies from a fully 

Natural Gas Putting Israel and  
Egypt on Energy Leader Board
By Nicholas Newman, Contributing Editor

Figure 1: Gas discoveries off the coast of Israel.

Figure 2: Gas consumption by sector.

operational  Leviathan in 2019, Israel can satisfy rising domestic 
demand as well as export to close neighbors such as Jordan, Egypt 
and the Palestinian Authority with whom it already has gas-supply 
agreements. In addition, exports to Western Europe and Turkey 
are being proposed. Although access to its close neighbors would 
be primarily by overland pipelines, Egypt is already connected by 
a subsea pipeline, and more distant markets could be accessed by 
subsea pipelines or by LNG tanker. 

Pipeline Gas Exports 
Egypt, Jordan, Turkey and Europe are considered the main mar-

ket prospects for the Israeli gas and accessible by pipelines.
Completed in 2008, the 62-mile subsea Arish-Ashkelon pipeline 

connects Israel’s gas distribution network with Egypt’s. With up to 
1.7 Bcm annual capacity, it supplied 40% of Israel’s natural gas 
needs until 2012 when the Egyptian government canceled exports 
in favor of its own market situation. 

With an acute shortage of natural gas, the Arish-Ashkelon pipe-
line could be swiftly reversed to allow Israeli gas to flow to Egypt 
in the first instance, at least until Eni’s super-giant 30 Tcf Zohr 
field comes fully online in 2020. Thereafter, Israeli gas could be 
converted to LNG at underused liquefaction plants near Port Said 
or near Alexandria for export to third markets. 

Concerning Jordan, a 2016 report, Israeli Gas: Too Soon to 
Declare Victory, by the German Marshall Fund, found that in busi-
ness terms, the nation  is “an obvious market.” Pipeline distances, it 
noted, are short — measuring “in mere tens of kilometers” at poten-
tial linkages between the Israeli pipeline network and that of Jordan. 

Additionally, the largest prospective customer, national electric power 
company NEPCO, is “a reliable partner with a reputation for ensuring its 
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Figure 3: Maritime entry to the gas transmission system.

Precision Welding & Fabrication

• ASME  Pressure Vessels
• Pipe Fabrication
• Stainless And Alloy Fabrication
• Structural Steel Fabrication
• Cross- Overs, Platforms And 

Caged Ladders
• Hydro-Testing
• Field Measuring
• Plate Rolling

Stainless And Alloy Fabrication

Buy Direct from the Fabricator and save on your Pipe Clamps and Supports.

Send your quotes to John@weweld.com or call 
today at 281-252-0151
Visit us at www.weweld.com

Precision Welding & Fabrication
10002 Sweetwater Lane, Houston, TX 77037
Phone: 281.252.0151 Toll Free: 877.252.0152 Fax: 281.252.8151 
john@weweld.com  Q  www.weweld.com

customers pay their bills.” The 2014 supply agreements for Tamar and 
Leviathan will be implemented by two new pipelines, the report said. 

Construction of a pipeline in the Sdom area by the Dead Sea is 
underway to link the Tamar gas fields with the Jordan market. The 
deal by Delek and Noble Energy, the lead operators of the Tamar 
field, will supply $500 million worth of natural gas over 15 years 
to two private Jordanian companies — Arab Potash and the Jordan 
Bromine — according to Reuters. In February, the Tamar partners 
also signed a letter of intent to supply private customers in Jordan 
with 1.8 Bcm of Tamar gas over a 10-year period. 

A second pipeline will be built in the Beit Shean area to deliver 45 
Bcm of natural gas, valued at over $15 billion, during a 15-year peri-
od, from the Leviathan field to NEPCO, reported the Jerusalem Post.

Turkey also could receive gas from the Leviathan field by the end 
of 2020, according to Yossi Abu, chief executive of Delek Drilling 
and Avner Oil. This would come through a new 500-km (300-mile) 
pipeline. Turkey, with rapidly rising demand, is looking to reduce its 
reliance on expensive Russian pipeline gas and improve its energy 
security with new sources of supply. However, relations between 
Cyprus and Turkey will have to stabilize first.

In April, Israel reached a preliminary agreement with Cyprus, 
Greece and Italy to export Israeli and Cypriot natural gas via a planned 
$6 billion pipeline. At 2,200-km long and 3-km deep in places, this 
would be the world’s longest, deepest subsea pipeline and could supply 
Europe with Israeli and Cypriot gas by the mid-2020s. (Figure 4) 

European Climate and Energy Commissioner Miguel Arias 
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Canete described the project as meeting “all relevant requirements” 
and offering “a valuable contribution to the EU’s strategy to diver-
sify sources, routes and suppliers.” 

LNG Exports
Israel could choose to build an export liquefaction plant at either 

Ashkelon on the Mediterranean coast or at the Red Sea port of Eilat. 
Alternatively, Israeli natural gas could be piped to a proposed LNG 
plant at Vasilikos on the south coast of Cyprus. In Israel, with a 
highly built-up Mediterranean coastal strip, Ashkelon would seem 
to be the only suitable site as it has sufficient area to accommodate 

a land-based. two-train or floating LNG facility.
In theory, an LNG export plant at Eilat would allow Israel to 

access Asian markets. In practice, this would mean competing with 
other Middle East, Australian and even U.S. supplies. However, 
directing gas from Israel’s Tamar and Leviathan fields by an under-
sea pipeline to the proposed LNG plant at Vasilikos would  improve 
not only the viability of Israeli gas exports, but also help develop 
the Aphrodite gas field in Cyprus waters.  

In view of a continuing supply glut and low prices, Jordan is the 
best immediate prospect for Israeli gas exports, given that long-
term supply agreements with power and industrial customers are in 
place. Egypt offers short-term temporary gas sales, requiring only a 
reversal of an existing pipeline.  

As for  pipeline exports  reaching  Turkey and European markets, 
political  and financial  hurdles will need to be overcome and natu-
ral gas prices would have to rise considerably before any pipeline 
scheme is bankable. There is also the question of timescale and 
relative cost. It could take up to 10 years to construct the proposed 
subsea pipeline to Europe, whereas a floating liquefaction facility 
(FLNG) can be set up in a couple months and an onshore export 
plant could be constructed in about four years. 

A FLNG would also cost much less than a pipeline. However, 
pipelines can deliver large quantities of gas continuously while 
LNG tankers or virtual pipelines offer market flexibility. The final 
decisions on markets and routes will be guided by multiple complex 
political, financial and economic considerations.  

Figure 4: Israel-Europe pipeline.
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Offshore Gas Discoveries 
Loom Large for Egypt 

Major gas discoveries during the 1990s and this decade have enabled 
a shift toward natural gas power generation at the expense of oil and 
coal. In 2005, Egypt’s reserves of natural gas were estimated at 66 Tcf, 
the third-largest in Africa, and probable reserves are estimated at nearly 
double, at over 120 Tcf. 

Nevertheless, rising demand of 7% a year resulting from increased 
population and industrialization is being met with imports of LNG via 
two leased floating storage and regasification Units (FSRUs). LNG 
imports climbed from 2.8 mtpa in 2015 to 6 mtpa in 2016 and may peak 

Figure 2: Egypt gas production.
Source: Gaffney, Cline & Associates

at 6.6 mtpa this year after which recent exploration successes will trans-
late into increased production. Forecasts envisage a natural gas deficit 
developing around 2021 and rising sharply from 2029, (Figure 1).

Egypt’s Western Desert, the Nile Delta and eastern Mediterranean 
waters have attracted investment from many foreign energy compa-
nies including Eni, BP, Anadarko, Dana Gas and Rockhopper. Big 
discoveries include Shell’s 2016 find of 5 Tcf of natural gas at its 
Alam El Shawish concession in the Western Desert, with the possibil-
ity of more reserves waiting to be recovered.  

But, 150 km off the Egyptian coast, lies Eni’s 2015 discovery of the 
spectacular super-giant 30-Tcf Zohr gas field, which is larger than all 
the finds in both neighboring and Israeli offshore waters. Eni believes 
Zohr will start producing at yearend, reaching 2.6 Bcf/d by 2019. 

Figure 1: Egypt gas demand and supply.
Source: Gaffney, Cline & Associates
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There are also new gas finds in the Nile Delta, including BP’s West 
Nile Delta North Alexander and SDX Energy’s discovery at South 
Disouq, (Figure 2). Investment by foreign energy companies this year 
could reach $10 billion, reports Egypt Daily News.

Domestic Production
New finds have allowed Egypt to rank as the Middle East and 

North Africa’s sixth-largest natural gas producer, with an output 
of 5 Bcf/d which will be boosted by the coming on-stream of 
Zohr later this year and the West Nile Delta North Alexander 
field next year. 

Energy consultants Gaffney, Cline & Associates predict peak 
gas production at 8 Bcf/d in 2019-20 and an ability to maintain 
production above 6 Bcf/d until 2024. Adding in known, but as yet 
unsanctioned natural gas developments, could extend this plateau 
until 2027, (Figure 2).

In parallel with increased supply, the natural gas market is 
expected to grow by at least 50%, boosted by new gas-fired power 
plants, improved distribution, increased access to electricity and 
expansion of industry. 

State-owned Egyptian Natural Gas Holding Company (EGAS) 
distributes gas, produced by foreign companies, to three main 
market segments: power plants, local distributors and industry.

The country’s 59 power plants consume 56% of all distributed 
gas with local distributors taking 22% and the remainder shared 
by industries such as cement-making, and petrochemicals and by 
households, 1.5 million of which have been connected through 
the World Bank’s $1.53 billion Natural Gas Connections Project. 

Generating capacity is planned to increase by 50% in the next 
decade, enabled by upgrades to existing plants and construction 
of 14 new gas-fired power plants along the Nile Valley, including 
three 4.8-GW capacity gas-fired combined-cycle power plants. 
These should be fully operational at the end of 2018, providing 
stable electricity to 11 million people. 

Natural gas demand could be further boosted by expansion of 
the petrochemical industry near Alexandria under the National 
Plan. The Egyptian Petrochemicals Holding Co. foresees produc-
tion of propylene, formaldehyde and derivatives reaching $1 bil-
lion, says the  Egypt Daily News.

Domestic Pipeline Grid
The 7,500-km main transmission grid delivers natural gas 

from onshore and offshore fields and LNG regasification facili-
ties to major distribution hubs located close to major cities and 
industrial centers. 

The regional distribution pipeline network delivers natural 
gas from hubs to customers and reached 35,000 km in length in 
2016, according to Egyptian energy solutions group TAQA. The 
entire gas grid of national and regional networks transports 215 
MMscf/d. Egypt’s entire pipeline network is believed to be the 
longest in Africa.

EGAS plans to expand that network. One $105 million project, 
designed to transport 450 MMcf/d from the Raven gas field to a 
gas complex in the Western Desert and a cooking gas extraction 
factory in El Ameriya, could be completed in mid-2019, said 
EGAS Chairman Karem Mahmoud.
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New gas field developments would be incomplete without asso-

ciated pipeline construction. For example, the Zohr gas field is 
being furnished with a 26-inch gas export trunk line, with 14- and 
8-inch service trunk lines. This will be alongside EPCI work for 
the field development in deep water (up to 1,700 meters) of six 
wells and the installation of the umbilical system. Work started in 
July 2016 and is scheduled for completion by the end of this year.

BP has awarded Subsea 7 a contract to install over 40 km of 
rigid pipelines and associated structures for the new Atoll field. 
The water depths for the installation work range from 100-900 
meters. Subsea 7 will be tying these pipelines into the existing 
Taurt field facilities which are in water depths of 100 meters, 
and installing 105 km of umbilicals to connect subsea wells on 
the Atoll field.

Cyprus and Egypt have announced a plan to build a connect-
ing subsea natural gas pipeline to enable export of Cypriot gas to 
Egypt for domestic consumption and elsewhere, via Egypt’s exist-
ing LNG export ports. 

Until recently the 1,200-km Arab Gas pipeline exported 
Egyptian natural gas to Israel, Jordan and Syria. Due to sabotage, 
exports have virtually ceased. However, EGAS now has plans to 
reverse the pipeline flow and import gas via Jordan’s LNG termi-
nal at Aqaba.

New gas fields, further investment in exploration and transmis-
sion alongside pipe and LNG imports, could combine to reduce 
the gap between projected demand and supply. P&GJ
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