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This cost effective alternative to the E-Z Line® Steel Shim Block is designed 

to support pipes with minimum bearing surface, and are removable for 

inspection and maintenance. Available for pipe size 2” - 54” with and 

without clamps.  

The E-Z LINE ®

PRSB-01 ASSEMBLIES

The 2018 E-Z Line® Products Catalog is now available at 
sales@ezline.com. 

After three years, PennEast Pipeline 
approved by FERC
After incorporating the feedback from landowners, public officials, regulators 
and other stakeholders over the last three years as part of a concerted effort 
to include community input and reduce environmental impacts, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) issued an Order under section 7(c) of 
the Natural Gas Act approving its construction.

The approval comes shortly after a severe regional cold spell that forced 
natural gas prices in New Jersey to skyrocket 31 times above the low-cost gas 
supplies that PennEast will access.

Approximately 90 percent of the natural gas slated to move through the 
PennEast Pipeline is contracted with area gas utility companies and electric 
power generators that serve local customers. New Jersey Natural Gas, South 
Jersey Gas, Elizabethtown Gas, PSEG Power, and ConEd are among those 
contracted to the PennEast Pipeline.

FERC issued its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) first under 
the Obama Administration in July 2016, and finalized its recommendations 
after nearly nine months of additional public input. The Final EIS in April 2017 
affirmed that construction and operation of the PennEast Pipeline would have 
minimal environmental impact, which would be reduced to “less than signifi-
cant levels” with PennEast’s and FERC’s mitigation measures.  The Pennsylva-

nia Department 
of Environmental 
Protection 
under Democrat 
Governor Tom 
Wolf issued its 
401 Water Quality 
Certification in 
February, and in 
May, the United 
States Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency Region 3 
added that the Final EIS included “improved safeguards for the protection of 
human health and the environment.”

Additionally, the PennEast Pipeline Co. updated its estimated in-service 
date to 2019, with construction still beginning in 2018. The original project 
timeline allowed for many variables, though did not anticipate the many 
months without a voting quorum at FERC.

FERC denies Constitution 
Pipeline’s water permit petition
The Federal 
Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) 
denied Constitution 
Pipeline Co. LLC’s 
petition to overturn 
New York’s denial 
of a water permit 
for the Constitu-
tion Pipeline, an 
approximately 125-mile natural gas pipeline that will connect Susquehanna 
County, PA, to the Iroquois Gas Transmission and Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
systems in Schoharie County, NY.

According to FERC’s ruling, because Constitution Pipeline withdrew and 
refiled its application twice, it reset the one-year timeframe required under the 
federal Clean Water Act for New York’s Department of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) to rule both times.

However, FERC’s commissioners reiterated their concern over the practice 
of repeatedly withdrawing and refiling applications for water quality permits, 
saying it doesn’t serve the public interest, nor does it follow the spirit of the 
Clean Water Act.

In October 2017, Constitution Pipeline filed its petition after the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Second Circuit had denied its challenge to the DEC decision 
two months earlier.  Despite FERC’s ruling, the company is not giving up on 
the project.

“We are planning to seek rehearing and, if necessary, appeal of this decision 
in order to continue to develop this much-needed infrastructure project 
designed to bring natural gas to a region of the country that has recently ex-
perienced demand resulting in the highest natural gas prices in the world,” said 
Constitution Pipeline spokesman Christopher Stockton. “Constitution remains 
committed to constructing and placing into operation this critical piece of 
energy infrastructure.”

Constitution Pipeline is backed by Cabot Oil & Gas Corp., Williams, Pied-
mont Natural Gas Co. Inc. and WGL Holdings Inc.

Plains All American proceeds with 
Cactus II Pipeline construction
A subsidiary of Plains All American Pipeline LP (PAA) announced that it has 
received sufficient binding commitments on its initial open season and that 
it is proceeding with construction of a new pipeline system from the Permian 
Basin to the Corpus Christi/Ingleside area (the “Cactus II Pipeline”). Permitting, 
right-of-way and procurement activities are underway, and subject to receipt 
of necessary permits and regulatory approvals, the Cactus II Pipeline is target-
ed to be operational in the third quarter of 2019.

The Cactus II Pipeline includes a combination of existing pipelines and 
two new pipelines. The first new pipeline will extend from Wink South to Mc-
Camey, TX, and the second pipeline will extend from McCamey to the Corpus 
Christi/Ingleside area.

PAA has also received sufficient customer interest to conduct a second 
binding open season related to Cactus II Pipeline. Origin points will be Orla, 
Wink South, Midland, Crane and McCamey, TX. This open season provides 
an opportunity for additional shippers to enter into transportation services 
agreements that provide for long-term crude oil transportation on Cactus 
II Pipeline. Based on market demand, this second open season will include 
additional committed tariff rate structures, but is otherwise consistent with the 
terms of the first open season.
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NuStar Energy reports second 
Permian Crude System Expansion
NuStar Energy LP announced the start of its binding open season involving 
a second capacity expansion of NuStar Permian Transportation and Storage 
LLC’s Permian Crude System.

With crude oil throughput volumes to certain destinations on NuStar’s 
Permian Crude System approaching the system’s capacity, the NuStar Permian 
Crude System Expansion No. Two will provide shippers with additional 
transportation capacity that is capable of reaching multiple downstream 
markets through interconnects at Colorado City, TX. The NuStar Permian 
Crude System Expansion No. Two is currently expected to consist of three 
phased-in expansion projects, including: Big Spring South Inlet; Colorado City 
Mainline Expansion; and County Line Loop. Once completed, these projects 
are expected to provide approximately 70 Mbpd of additional capacity on the 
Permian Crude System, of which 90 percent of such additional capacity will be 
available for volume commitments during the open season.

NuStar’s Permian Crude System currently consists of approximately 625 
miles of crude transmission and gathering lines, spanning Borden, Howard, 
Martin, and Midland Counties with delivery points into Midland, Colorado City, 
and Big Spring, TX.

Magellan Midstream extends open 
season for Permian and Eagle Ford 
crude pipeline 
Magellan Midstream Partners LP announced an extension of the open season 
to solicit commitments from shippers for a new pipeline to transport various 
grades of crude oil and condensate from the Permian and Eagle Ford Basins to 
multiple destinations in the Corpus Christi and Houston, TX markets, including 
Magellan’s existing crude oil terminals in these markets. 

The proposed project would include construction of an approximately 375-
mile, 24-inch diameter pipeline from Crane to a location near Three Rivers, TX, 
providing shippers the option to ultimately deliver crude oil and condensate 
from the Three Rivers area to the Houston area via a new 200-mile pipeline or 
to the Corpus Christi area via a new 70-mile pipeline. The potential pipeline 
system is expected to have an initial capacity of at least 350 Mbpd with the 
ability to expand up to 600 Mbpd for each destination, if warranted by industry 
demand.

Additional pipeline extensions are being considered for Midland and Orla, 
TX in the Permian Basin and Gardendale and Helena, TX in the Eagle Ford 
Basin. Magellan previously announced the construction of a 60-mile, 24-inch 
Delaware Basin Pipeline to deliver crude oil and condensate from Wink to 
Crane, TX, and construction of the Wink Pipeline is currently underway.

Subject to receipt of all necessary permits and approvals, the proposed 
pipeline could be operational by the end of 2019.

Gulf Coast Express Pipeline starts 
open season for remaining capacity
Gulf Coast Express Pipeline LLC, a joint venture owned by affiliates of Kinder 
Morgan Inc., DCP Midstream LP and Targa Resources Corp., announced the 
start of a binding open season for 220 MDth/d of firm natural gas transportation 
service on the Gulf Coast Express Pipeline Project (GCX Project), which will 
transport natural gas from the Waha, TX, production area to the market hub near 
Agua Dulce, TX, once built.

Of the 220 MDth/d of available capacity, 60 MDth/d have been added to the 
project due to strong market demand. With the added capacity, the GCX Project 
will have a total design capacity of 1.98 Bcf/d at an estimated cost of $1.75 
billion.

As previously announced in December 2017, KMI, DCP Midstream and Targa 
jointly made a final investment decision (FID) to proceed with the GCX Project, 
with construction activities slated for the first quarter of 2018. The in-service 
date of October 2019 remains the same, pending the receipt of regulatory 
approvals. Following the FID in December, the project has signed with Occi-
dental Energy Marketing Inc., a subsidiary of Occidental Petroleum Corp., and 
Kaiser-Francis Oil Co. for transportation service on the system. 




