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ness, transforming it from a U.S. market-focused business into a global leader 
in flexible LNG supply and trading.

API president to step down in August
After 10 years running one of Washington’s most influential 
associations covering all aspects of the oil and natural gas 
sector, API President and CEO Jack Gerard announced he 
will step down when his current contract ends in August 2018. 
Until then, he will continue to direct the association’s work and 
assist in the search for a new CEO.

Since Gerard joined API in 2008, association membership grew by almost 
50 percent and added members from every sector of the industry. The orga-
nization tripled its growth in global markets where it promotes safety through 
standard setting and best practices, including expansions to Singapore, Dubai 
and Rio de Janeiro, and the industry’s public policy influence improved 
dramatically at the local, state and federal level. During his tenure, Gerard built 
an effective grassroots network comprised of 45 million voters with repre-
sentation in every congressional district who communicate with their elected 
officials on energy issues.

Gerard joined API after serving as president and CEO of two large trade 
associations – the National Mining Association and the American Chemistry 
Council. He worked for almost a decade in the U.S. Senate and House. He is 
active in several civic organizations, including as an Advisory Board member 
and past chairman of the National Area Council of the Boys Scouts of America, 
a board member and former co-chair of The George Washington University’s 
Graduate School of Political Management, and chairman of the board of 
directors for the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute.

Shell Midstream Partners tabs  
Nichols as next CEO
Shell Midstream Partners LP announced John Hollowell will re-
tire as president and chief executive officer of Shell Midstream 
Partners GP LLC, the company’s general partner, effective 
March 31, 2018.  Kevin Nichols, vice president for Shell Pipeline 
Co. LP, will succeed Hollowell and report to Shell’s Down-

stream Director John Abbott.
Nichols joined Shell in 1992 and has held roles with increasing responsi-

bility within the company’s retail business and downstream strategy group 
in London. In 2012, Nichols was named vice president for Shell Pipeline Co. 
LP, responsible for business development, joint ventures, oil movements, 
and portfolio activity. He was involved with the formation of Shell Midstream 
Partners and has served as an officer of the MLP since the initial public offering 
in 2014.

Aegion appoints president of Corrosion  
Protection platform
Aegion Corp. announced that Brian Groody has joined 
Aegion as president of its Corrosion Protection platform.

Groody will have full P&L responsibility for the Corrosion 
Protection platform, which generated over $400 million in 
revenues in 2017. He will also focus on enhancing operational 

discipline while developing the platform’s long-term strategy.
Groody most recently served as executive vice president of Operations at 

Strike LLC, a large midstream engineering and construction firm, where he 
was responsible for leadership of their pipeline equipment business. Prior to 
Strike, Groody was president and CEO of Spitzer Industries where he led the 
company’s growth strategy in the upstream, midstream and downstream en-
ergy construction markets. Groody’s career began with Schlumberger Oilfield 
Services where he held a variety of leadership roles in the U.S., Africa, Europe, 
Latin America, Russia and Central Asia over a 17-year period, culminating with 
responsibility for operations in the Offshore Russia and Central Asia areas. 
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Gulf Publishing’s Energy Web Atlas releases new features 
for real-time LNG intelligence service
Gulf Publishing Company, a leading provider of data and technical informa-
tion for the international energy industry, announced today several enhance-
ments to the Energy Web Atlas (EWA) applications. The ESRI-based geograph-
ic information system (GIS) platform allows users to examine real-time project 
information, export and manipulate data, and serves as a comprehensive 
source of actionable project intelligence.

EWA’s flagship mapping platform includes detailed information on every 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) project, providing users with a single reference 
source for global LNG data as well as comprehensive global pipeline informa-
tion. Additional features for the LNG platform includes:
• Ability for users to import their own external data to existing EWA maps.
• Capability to add custom annotation and symbols to maps.
• A new Global Shipping Ports layer that contains over 3,600 global ports 

with critical information including port name, channel depths and maxi-
mum vessel size.
“Providing the option for users to include their own external data, whether 

it’s a Shape file, Excel file or URL-based data, such as ArcGIS Server, KML or 
WMS Service, is another way the EWA platform provides continual improve-
ment and innovation to the marketplace,” said Scott Allgood, Director of Data 
for Gulf Publishing Company.

An additional data platform tracking more than 500 U.S. gas processing 
plants, natural gas underground storage and market hubs is also available, 
equipping users with essential data and contacts for hundreds of facilities 
across the nation. Other advancements to the platform are:
• A natural gas pipelines layer that includes current data such as project 

name, length, capacity, linked projects and important contact information.
• Compressor stations layer that consists of about 1,400 stations including 

name, type of station, and pipeline operator information.
• Advanced spatial filtering and querying.

These subscription-based products, which are updated in real time, allow 
customers to interact with the latest data. Further map platforms covering 
renewable energy projects, downstream construction projects, and oil and gas 
pipeline infrastructure will be added to the Energy Web Atlas in 2018. To learn 
more, visit Energy Web Atlas at energywebatlas.com.

NextDecade promotes Schatzman to CEO
NextDecade Corp. announced Matthew K. Schatzman, 
the company’s current president, has been named CEO.  
Schatzman replaces Kathleen M. Eisbrenner, who founded 
NextDecade in 2010 and will remain chairman of NextDecade’s 
Board of Directors.

Schatzman has nearly 30 years’ experience in the energy 
industry. He was previously executive vice president, Global Energy Marketing 
and Shipping, and a member of the Group Executive Committee at BG Group. 
At BG, Schatzman was responsible for the company’s global marketing, 
trading, and shipping activities for LNG, crude oil, and natural gas. During his 
tenure, he played a pivotal role in the success and growth of BG’s LNG busi-
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