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News & Views, published monthly, 
is the official newsletter of 

 

PFLAG Denver 
P.O. Box 18901 

Denver, CO  80218-0901 
 

Helpline: 303-333-0286 
 Latino/a Help: 303-333-0286 

Office: 303-573-5861 
E-mail: pflagden@tde.com 
Web: www.pflagdenver.org 

 
 

OUR MISSION 
     Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG) promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, lesbi-
an, bisexual and transgender 
persons, their families and 
friends through: support, to 
cope with an adverse society; 
education, to enlighten an ill-
informed public; and advoca-
cy, to end discrimination and 
secure equal civil rights. 
PFLAG provides an oppor-
tunity for dialog about sexual 
orientation and gender identi-
ty, and acts to create a society 
that is healthy and respectful 

of human diversity.  
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By Steve Lee-O’Neal 

O ne of our most treasured 
annual events happened 

on May 5th, when the PFLAG 
Denver Scholarship Program 

awarded $10,000 
in scholarships to 
three very deserv-
ing high school 
students! This was 
our biggest year 
yet in terms of 
award amounts, 
number of submit-
ted applications, 
and number of 
difficult hours the 
committee put in 
to decide which 
applicants would 
receive our three 
scholarships! 
 In front of a 
packed, excited 
house, the three 
2016 scholarship 
recipients were 
introduced and 
spoke to us about their journeys to arrive where 
they are today, their leadership experiences, their 
plans for the future, and how our monetary help 
will give them a boost into a wonderfully bright 
future. Both of our top two scholarship donors ̶  
Dean Lewallen (all the way from Brooklyn) and 
Rex O’Neal  ̶ were in attendance, as were many of 
our generous 2016 fundraiser donors, parents of 
awardees, and a smiling crowd of well-wishers.  

 
 Janet and Dean Lewallen introduced Brian 
Alfredo Pena Guevara, the 2016 recipient of the 
$5,000 Elinor and Tom Lewallen Memorial Schol-
arship! Dean delighted us with loving details of his 

parents’ lifelong 
accomplishments 
and how they 
both would have 
been so proud of 
Brian. Supporting 
same-sex rights 
was far from pop-
ular 38 years ago. 
But after Janet 
came out to Eli-
nor and Tom in 
1978, they even-
tually made it a 
mission to edu-
cate people on 
gay rights.  
 Elinor said in 
one of her writ-
ings, “I chose 
some of the caus-
es, but the big one 
– sexual orienta-

tion  ̶  chose us. We could do no other.” Both Elinor 
and Tom had a burning desire to share the love of 
God with all of God’s people; to live out the com-
mandment to love all as brothers and sisters. In 
their own quiet way (and when necessary not so 
quiet), their passion for justice for all people has 
moved us forward. The Scholarship Committee 
believes that Brian shares these values of justice 
and action.                              (Continued next page) 

Thur., May 5 
 

Scholarship 
Awards 

 Scholarship Awardees Honored at May Meeting  

QUARTERLY MEETING  

PFLAG Solicits Volunteers, Marchers for PrideFest 

P FLAG Denver is looking for volunteers to par-
ticipate in PrideFest, June 18 -  19.  

 We are in need of 10 to 12 volunteers to staff 
our booth from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, and we ask for a 2-
hour commitment from each 
volunteer.  You would give out 
PFLAG pamphlets, sell our 
merchandise (T-shirts, jewelry, 
etc.) and answer questions from 
people stopping by. 
 Please join other 
PFLAGers marching in the parade on Sunday 
morning, and enjoy the applause PFLAG always 

elicits. Call or email the office (see box) to learn 
where in Cheesman Park we will assemble around 
8:30 a.m.  
 Other events celebrating PrideFest include: 

- Luncheon and panel discus-
sion, “How the Center Began:  
Meet the Founders,” hosted by  
the GLBT Community Center 
of Colorado on Monday, June 
13 (see box, p. 2). 
- Pride concert, “Stand Tall, 
Sing Out” presented by the 
Rocky Mountain Arts Associ-

ation on Saturday, June 18 (see News & Notes, p. 
3).  

From left:  Mia Furtado, Deborah Stone, Brian Guevara, Dustin Krier, Nikki  Riedel, 

Blanca Leos, Steve Lee-O’Neal, Gabriela Bell, Dean Lewallen 

 

Pedicabs will be available for senior 

PFLAGers who would like to be 

in the Pride Parade. 

Please contact the office by June 10 

to reserve your pedicab,  

303-573-5861 / pflagden@tde.com.  



 

Scholarship Recipients, Ceremony, cont. 
 

 Astoundingly, Brian, as well as Dean 
and Janet Lewallen, are all graduates of 
East High School in Denver. Brian, who 
identifies as gay, told us how he has 
worked diligently to bring safe, gender-
neutral bathrooms to East High, as well as 
about his four years on the school’s Gay 
Straight Alliance, his participation in the 
Latino Students United Club, his participa-
tion in the Race, Policing, Community Jus-
tice Advocates program, and his leadership 
in the East High School’s Angels Against 
Abuse that helps protect the school’s mi-
norities and bullied students. Brian is an 
immigrant to the United States, and he will 
be his family’s first college student as he 
attends CU Denver.  
 Mia Furtado, a wonderful, new com-
mittee member this year, introduced Nikki 
Lee Riedel, one of our two PFLAG Denver 
Scholarship Award recipients of $2,500. 
Nikki identifies as a transgender young 
woman. She will attend the University of 
Northern Colorado in the fall and will study 

mathematics in hopes of teaching the sub-
ject, as she was influenced so greatly by her 
teachers and counselors in high school.  
 Nikki’s accomplishments in Denver’s 
trans community are noteworthy, and she 
confidently described to us … no, wait, 
she floored us all in her acceptance speech 
when she described how she gained confi-
dence as a transgender student at Venture 

Prep High School in Denver. Nikki’s over-
whelming enthusiasm was simply divine to 
witness, and her excellent schoolwork, 
community work, leadership work, and 
personal work have led her to become the 
strong and proud leader she is today. 
  Dustin Krier, also a wonderful new 
committee member this year, introduced 
Gabriela Bell, 
our final 
PFLAG Den-
ver Scholar-
ship Award 
recipient. Ga-
briela attended 
Boulder High 
School this 
year, and has 
accepted an 
offer to attend 
Smith College 
in the fall! Ga-
briela, who 
identifies as a 
queer young 
woman, has a record of incredible LGBTQ 
community and school participation that 
sets her apart in her field. Gabriela’s lead-
ership at Boulder High School, as well as 
the city of Boulder, are stunning, and she 
shows a level of maturity, leadership, and 
confidence in herself that are rarely seen in 
someone her age.   

 We’re very proud of our scholarship 
program, which is not needs-based, but 
rather based on student accomplishment, 
strong leadership, and support within the 
LGBTQ+ community. We believe that 
identifying students who desire to increase 
their learning, while supporting and ad-
vancing the health and prosperity of our 
diverse community, is of the utmost im-
portance. Each one of this year’s scholar-
ship recipients is a student to watch. All 
three undoubtedly will change those around 
them for good, and will advance the 
LGBTQ+ community as they advance 
themselves.  
 Thank you to all of our ongoing donors 
and supporters, we couldn’t do it without 
you! 

 
 

June 2  
DGLCC Monthly Breakfast Series 

Special Presentation 
(See News & Notes, p. 3) 

 
 

June 2,  6,  8 
PFLAG Denver Support Groups 

CHUN Mansion, 1290 Williams St. 
All at 6:30 P.M. 

June 2  ̶  New Families 
June 6  ̶  Educators 
June 8  ̶  Latinos/as 

 
 

June 3 
DGMC Cabaret Unleashed 

 Mercury Café 
(See News & Notes, p. 3) 

 
 

June 18 - 19 
PrideFest 

Pride Parade - June 19  
(See article, p. 1; News & Notes, p. 3) 

 

 

June 18 
Rocky Mountain Voices: 

The Pride Concert 
(See News & Notes, p. 3) 

 

 

June 20 

Newsletter Deadline 
Send copy to winternye@gmail.com 

 
 

June 22 
Board of Directors Meeting 
CHUN Mansion, 6:30 P.M. 

 
 

July 2 - 6 
GALA Choruses Festival 2016 

Denver Center for Performing Arts 
(See News & Notes, p. 3) 

 

The Center celebrates its  

40th Anniversary with a special  

Lunch & Learn Event, 

“How The Center Began: 

Meet The Founders” 

 

Monday, June 13, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

First Unitarian Society 

of Denver, 1400 Lafayette St. 

 

Seven founding members — Gerald Gerash, 

Donaciano Martinez, Chris Sloan, Bill Olson, 

Richard Reed, Bob Janowski, and Phil Nash — 

will share recollections of the early days of the 

gay liberation movement in Colorado. 
 

The event is free and includes a light lunch. 

Please RSVP by June 10 to Reynaldo Mireles, 

303-951-5222 or rmireles@glbtcolorado.org.  
 

Sponsored by the Denver Gay & Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce and First Unitarian Society of Denver. 



 

 

Business Memberships 
 

Supporting Partnerships – 
 
 

*** NEW ***      Trilogy Financial        *** NEW *** 
Wade Frisbie, Financial Advisor 

Wade.frisbie@trilogyfs.com    ̶    303-999-1847 
101 University Blvd., Ste. 450, Denver 80206    

 
 

Bill Coleman Entertainment    
www.bubbletower.com, stretch@stiltwalker.com 

 303-922-4655    
 

 

Sandra Wilbank's, Ph.D., Psychotherapist  
303-618-4449, sandrawilbanks@comcast.net 

 
 

Denver Psychotherapy Care 
Tony Miles, Ph.D., 720-205-9752 

Tony@DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 
DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 

 
 

Richard R. Rogers, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist  
Therapy & Coaching, www.RogersTherapy.com 

425 S. Cherry St., Ste. 930, 303-264-9194  
 
 

Erica Johnson, Estate Planning Attorney 
 950 S. Cherry St. #1650, 303-321-1267 

erica@ambler-keenan.com  
 
 

Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S. 
3300 E. First Ave. #580 

303-320-1640, linda@friedmanrussell.com 
 
 

The Catalyst Center, LLC 
Client-centered mental health care 

Drs. Erin Jacklin and Kelly Wade, Clinical Directors 
300 S. Jackson St., Ste. 520, Denver 80209 

720-675-7123, www.CatalystCenterLLC.com 
 
 

Tim Wilson, Family Service Counselor 
Fairmount Mortuary, Cemetery & Cremation Services 

 303-399-0692, twilson@fairmountcemetery.net  
*** 10% back to PFLAG on all pre-need contracts ***  

 
 

Deb-Ann Thomson, Ph.D., CAC, CCTP 
Psychotherapist, Serving our community for over 25 years 

2755 S. Locust St. #207, Denver, 303-758-6634 
 
 

Mark H. Carson & Associates, CPAs  
1790 30th St. #418, Boulder  

303-449-3060, lynnc@bouldercpas.com 
 
 

Drain Genie / Scott Shaw        
Commercial/Residential – Drain/Sewer Cleaning 24/7 

303-759-3999, Draingenie303@gmail.com 
www.DrainGenieInc.com 

 
 

Basic Partnerships – 
 

Leigh Wilbank's, Broker/Owner 
Red Door Properties,  Residential real estate 

@reddoordenver.com, 303-884-9166  

We are saddened to report that longtime PFLAG member Bob Funk died 
on May 15, 2016, at the age of 94.  For many years Bob and his wife Vi 
came regularly to monthly meetings, serving as facilitators and volunteers 
in different capacities. Vi preceded Bob in death in 2008. Bob was a faith-
ful member of Prime Timers, the social organization for older gay men.  
 

 

More than 200 people attended the reded-
ication of The Grove: Colorado AIDS 
Memorial at Commons Park on May 
15. Festivities included musical perfor-
mances, speeches, and community activi-
ty. The Grove was first dedicated 16 
years ago, to honor those who had lost 
their lives to AIDS and those who loving-
ly cared for them. 
 

 

The Denver Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce’s Monthly Breakfast 
Series will feature a special presentation: What Really Took Place in 
the 2016 Colorado Legislative Session. The breakfast will be on Thursday, 
June 2, from 7:30 - 9 a.m., at the Doubletree by Hilton, 3203 Quebec St., 
Denver. Members $16, non-members $19. 
 
 

 A The Rocky Mountain Arts Association will present Cabaret Unleashed 
on Friday, June 3, 6 - 9 p.m., at the Mercury 
Café, 2199 California St. in Denver. This 
one-night-only performance will highlight 
the talents of the Denver Gay Men's Chorus, 
the Denver Women's Chorus, and Out 
Loud: Colorado Springs Men's Chorus. 
General admission, $20. 
 

Rocky Mountain Voices: The Pride Concert “Stand Tall - Sing Out” 
will be performed twice on Saturday, June 18, at 2 p.m. and at 7:30 p.m., 
at the D.U. Gates Concert Hall, Newman Center. 
 
 

GALA Choruses Festival 2016  ̶  Organizers are looking for trusted vol-
unteers to work closely with choruses backstage 
at the DCPA during the Festival July 2-6.  For 
each 4 to 5 hour shift, you and a couple of other 
volunteers, will be assigned to one venue. These 
“Semi-Conductor” volunteers greet choruses at 
the stage door, guide them to warm-up areas, then 
escort them to the stage where they will be in the 

hands of experienced stage managers. After the performance or rehearsal, 
you will help choruses find the exit and meet your next chorus. Detailed 
schedules will be provided.  You are welcome to work as many shifts as 
you would like. Your volunteer shift does not give you an entry pass to the 
Festival. Easiest way to sign up is at this website:   
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044bafad23a02-gala. 

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU ‒ There 
were no speaking engagements in 
April. 
 

HELPLINE –  19 calls came into 
the office and Helpline in April. 
.  

SUPPORT GROUPS  ̶  No one 
came to the New Families Support 

Group on May 5. Three people at-
tended the Latino/a group on May 
11. Ten people, including Elisa 
Starble, attended the Gender Identi-
ty Center’s monthly SOFFA group.    
 
MAY MEETING  ̶  52 persons 
came to the May awards ceremony. 

Keeping Up with Chapter Activities  

Support – Education – Advocacy 

tel:303.759.3999
mailto:Draingenie303@gmail.com
http://www.draingenieinc.com/

