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News & Views, published monthly, 
is the official newsletter of 

 

PFLAG Denver 
P.O. Box 18901 

Denver, CO  80218-0901 
 

Helpline: 303-333-0286 
 Latino/a Help: 303-333-0286 

Office: 303-573-5861 
E-mail: pflagden@tde.com 
Web: www.pflagdenver.org 

 
 

OUR MISSION 
     Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG) promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, lesbi-
an, bisexual and transgender 
persons, their families and 
friends through: support, to 
cope with an adverse society; 
education, to enlighten an ill-
informed public; and advoca-
cy, to end discrimination and 
secure equal civil rights. 
PFLAG provides an oppor-
tunity for dialog about sexual 
orientation and gender identi-
ty, and acts to create a society 
that is healthy and respectful 

of human diversity.  

      Volume XXXVI, Number 7 ―  July 2016      

By Mia Furtado 

O n Monday evening, June 13,  one day after the 
horrific event that occurred at the Pulse Night-

club in Orlando, Florida, the PFLAG Denver chap-
ter hosted a vigil for the lives lost the day before.  
 Like many, when I woke up Sunday, June 12, 
my world was 
rocked to the core 
with sorrow and 
disbelief that another 
extreme act of hatred 
and violence hap-
pened in the land of 
the equal and the 
land of the free. As I 
sat mute, next to my 
wife, unable to break 
away from my 
phone, I became so 
overwhelmed with 
emotion that I knew 
that I was not okay 
and the only thing I 
needed and wanted 
was to be with my 
community. I emailed the PFLAG Denver board 
and suggested we host a vigil, and before we knew 
it, the event took off like wildfire.   
 Once word of the vigil spread, local news sta-
tions asked for written and in-person interviews 
and the RSVP totals continued to climb on the Face
-book event page. We were expecting 20 to 50 peo-
ple max but as the day progressed, that number 
soared. Along with great public interest, donations 
and services were offered left and right. Both the 
Denver Gay Men’s Chorus and Harmony: a Colo-
rado Chorale sang during the ceremony. Also, 
trained ASL (American Sign Language) interpret-
ers reached out to offer to interpret the entire pro-
gram so that queer members of the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing could attend and participate as well. 
 The speaking line-up for the vigil was brief, 

with seven speakers offering guided meditations 
and prayers in which the attendees voiced the need 
for acceptance, love and compassion. Jean Hodges, 
PFLAG National President, and Dave Montez, 
Executive Director of ONE Colorado, spoke. In 
addition, the names of the victims were read aloud 

by Blanca Leos, 
PFLAG Denver 
president, and a mo-
ment of silence was 
observed to honor 
each victim while 
candles were lit.   
 News reports 
covering the vigil 
estimated that at-
tendance was around 
2,000 people despite 
the thunderstorm 
and rain showers 
that challenged the 
outdoor venue at the 
Cheesman Park pa-
vilion. As the storms 
began to break and 

the skies cleared, a rainbow arced over the pavil-
ion, a sign which many took for serendipity and 
celebrated with cheers. Huddled under umbrellas 
and ponchos and even standing in the rain without 
any cover, Denver’s community stood for an hour 
and a half in solidarity with the victims, families, 
and community of Orlando to mourn the senseless 
act of hate. Many shared their grief at the event 
through tears, words and embraces.   
 As the vigil came to a close, mourners created 
their own memorials by leaving flowers, signs and 
candles surrounding the pools, stairs and flower 
gardens of the park. Donations for the families 
were accepted and over $1,000 was donated. One 
mourner spoke to members of the board, thanking 
them for hosting this event because she was from 
Orlando and knew many of the victims.   

 Chapter Hosts Vigil the Day after Orlando Tragedy 

Join PFLAG for AIDS Walk Colorado on August 20 

T he 29th annual AIDS Walk Colora-
do, first set for August 13, has been 

rescheduled to take place a week later, on 
August 20. Please join the PFLAG 
Denver team, whether you plan to walk 
or not, and make a donation. 
 Our chapter still provides assistance 
to needy persons with HIV/AIDS and their fami-
lies, most of the funds coming from AIDS Walk 
Colorado. Donations may be made on line at web-

site www.aidswalkcolorado.org. On the 
left-hand menu of the home page, click on 
"TEAMS," then click on "DONATE TO A 
TEAM." Scroll down the list of teams to 
find, and click on, PFLAG Denver. Follow 
the on-screen instructions to join our team 
and to make your donation.   

 You can also send a check made out to AWC 
(specify our team on the memo line).  Mail it to 
PFLAG Denver, P.O. Box 18901, Denver 80218. 

http://www.aidswalkcolorado.org/


 

Letter from 2015 Scholarship Recipient 
 

May 2, 2016 
Hi, Dean and Denver PFLAG, 

G reetings from Amherst! I don’t have 
much time to write this as it’s current-

ly 1:00 a.m. on a Sunday night 
(technically Monday morning) and there’s a 
monstrosity of a history paper looming over 
me, but this letter will be a nice break from 
reading about queer racism in post-
apartheid South Africa. 
 Overall, life has been good to me this 
school year. I love all my classes tremen-
dously and, though I still have a year to 
declare, I’m leaning towards a double ma-
jor in English and Black Studies. I think 
deep down I’ve always been hard-set on 
English, but Black Studies took me by sur-
prise. It’s a pretty unique major, and incred-
ibly intersectional, spanning Anthropolo-
Sociology to Sexuality, Women and Gender 
Studies to English to History. I love it for 
its intellectual difficulty and how it has 
helped me to finesse my writing and speak-
ing skills. 
 I have also become part of an awesome 
community in the school’s Black Student 
Union. Though I myself am not black, I am 
welcomed and appreciated for who I am; it 
feels good and empowering to be an ally/
advocate for someone when I am so used to 
being a member of my own (queer/trans) 
community and not an ally per se. 
 So that’s the academic portion. Social-
ly, I’ve fared pretty well, though I felt I had 
somewhat of a regression... I have been 
fortunate in that I grew up in socially liberal 
Boulder and had never suffered from any 
large amount of explicit homophobia, but 
the real bully for me revolved around nego-
tiating and renegotiating my masculinity, of 
which internalized homophobia is but a 
small part. 
 I joined the Pride Alliance and was 
elected in the Spring to be the Junior Co-

chair of the club. 
In the Fall I will 
take up the posi-
tion of Senior 
Co-chair, and 
with it the re-
sponsibilities of 
running the en-
tire club, invit-
ing keynote 
speakers to cam-
pus, securing 
funding for 
events, etc. A 
lot of work, to 
say the least, 
but it will be well worth it. 
 Finals begin in a week, and I suppose I 
am lucky to have only papers to write. Af-
ter they end I’ll be on a plane back to Boul-
der for the summer, where I will be spend-
ing time as an intern for Out Boulder, 
working closely with Mardi Moore and 
Sara Connell, two inspiring people with 
whom I worked closely in Boulder High’s 
GSA last year. It’ll be good to be back in 
Colorado, but I’m grateful to have a second 
home out east. 
 That’s all I have to write for now. I 
have really appreciated the funding I re-
ceived from PFLAG Denver this year; hav-
ing scholarship money allowed my transi-
tion to college to be smoother than I’m sure 
it would’ve been had I needed to work sim-
ultaneously. I ended up landing a job as a 
Geology Teaching Assistant after falling in 
love with my Intro Geo class (maybe I’ll 
major in Geo?), and ever since I’ve been 
dreaming of summer in the Rockies. 
 So, best wishes and congrats to this 
year’s recipients (especially Gabriela 
Bell—Boulder represent! See you next year 
in MA!). I can’t wait to hear what they all 
do!           -Evan Young 

 
 
 
 

July 2 - 6 
GALA Choruses Festival 2016 

Denver Center for Performing Arts 
(See News & Notes, p. 3) 

 
 
 
 

July 7, 11, 13 
PFLAG Denver Support Groups 

CHUN Mansion, 1290 Williams St. 
July 7  ̶  Regular/New Families 

July 11  ̶  Educators 
July 13  ̶  Latinos/as 

All at 6:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

July 8 - 10 
Rocky Mountain Regional Gay Rodeo 

Jefferson County Fairgrounds 
 
 
 
 

July 9 - 10  
Colorado Springs PRIDE 

 
 
 
 

July 18 

Newsletter Deadline 
Send copy to winternye@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

July 23 - 24 
Northern Colorado PRIDE 

 
 
 
 

July 27 
Board of Directors Meeting 
CHUN Mansion, 6:30 P.M. 

 
 
 
 

August 20  
AIDS Walk Colorado 

(See article, p. 1) 

Evan Young, 2015 Tom and Elinor 

Lewallen Scholarship Awardee 

 
Above,  long-time PFLAGers 
Jean and Jim Genasci. 
 

At right, Sara Winter 

and Blanca Leos. 
           

Photos by  Steve  Lee-O’Neal  
and  Blanca Leos. 

. 

 

Pride Parade 
 

 Photos 



 

Business Memberships 
 

Supporting Partnerships – 
 
 

*** NEW ***      Trilogy Financial        *** NEW *** 
Wade Frisbie, Financial Advisor 

Wade.frisbie@trilogyfs.com    ̶    303-999-1847 
101 University Blvd., Ste. 450, Denver 80206    

 
 

Drain Genie / Scott Shaw        
Commercial/Residential – Drain/Sewer Cleaning 24/7 

303-759-3999, Draingenie303@gmail.com 
www.DrainGenieInc.com 

 
 

Bill Coleman Entertainment    
www.bubbletower.com, stretch@stiltwalker.com 

 303-922-4655    
 

 

Sandra Wilbank's, Ph.D., Psychotherapist  
303-618-4449, sandrawilbanks@comcast.net 

 
 

Denver Psychotherapy Care 
Tony Miles, Ph.D., 720-205-9752 

Tony@DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 
DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 

 
 

Richard R. Rogers, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist  
Therapy & Coaching, www.RogersTherapy.com 

425 S. Cherry St., Ste. 930, 303-264-9194  
 
 

Erica Johnson, Estate Planning Attorney 
 950 S. Cherry St. #1650, 303-321-1267 

erica@ambler-keenan.com  
 
 

Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S. 
3300 E. First Ave. #580 

303-320-1640, linda@friedmanrussell.com 
 
 

The Catalyst Center, LLC 
Client-centered mental health care 

Drs. Erin Jacklin and Kelly Wade, Clinical Directors 
300 S. Jackson St., Ste. 520, Denver 80209 

720-675-7123, www.CatalystCenterLLC.com 
 
 

Tim Wilson, Family Service Counselor 
Fairmount Mortuary, Cemetery & Cremation Services 

 303-399-0692, twilson@fairmountcemetery.net  
*** 10% back to PFLAG on all pre-need contracts ***  

 
 

Deb-Ann Thomson, Ph.D., CAC, CCTP 
Psychotherapist, Serving our community for over 25 years 

2755 S. Locust St. #207, Denver, 303-758-6634 
 
 

Mark H. Carson & Associates, CPAs  
1790 30th St. #418, Boulder  

303-449-3060, lynnc@bouldercpas.com 
 

 

Basic Partnerships – 
 

Leigh Wilbank's, Broker/Owner 
Red Door Properties,  Residential real estate 

@reddoordenver.com, 303-884-9166  

We regret to report the death of Tim Wilson’s father, Rollin Keith Wilson, 
on June 15, 2016, at the age of 91.  Rollin lived in Grand Junction but 
attended PFLAG functions in Denver from time to time, and we will miss 
his supportive presence. Condolences may be sent to Tim at 1245 Race 
Street #207, Denver 80206. 
 

GALA Choruses Festival 2016  ̶  Organizers are 
looking for trusted volunteers to work closely 
with choruses backstage at the DCPA during the 
Festival July 2-6.  For each 4 to 5 hour shift, you 
and a couple of other volunteers, will be assigned 
to one venue. These “Semi-Conductor” volun-
teers greet choruses at the stage door, guide them 
to warm-up areas, then escort them to the stage where they will be in the 
hands of experienced stage managers. After the performance or rehearsal, 
you will help choruses find the exit and meet your next chorus. Detailed 
schedules will be provided.  You are welcome to work as many shifts as 
you would like. Your volunteer shift does not give you an entry pass to the 
Festival. Easiest way to sign up is at this website:  http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044bafad23a02-gala. 
 

Two Heartening News Items Sent by Tim Wilson  ̶  
Last month the Philippines made history when the predominantly Catholic 
country elected a trans woman into its House of Representatives. Liberal 
Party candidate Geraldine Roman trounced her closest rival in the con-
gressional district of Bataan, winning 62% of the unofficial vote count.  
This trailblazing woman beat the odds in a country where church influ-

ence means divorce, abortion and same-sex marriage are banned.  
Also last month an openly gay man, Eric Fanning, became Secretary of 
the Army. Recall that only five years ago, openly gay people were barred 
from serving in its armed forces, but during Mr. Fanning’s lengthy confir-
mation process, his sexual orientation was simply not an issue. The con-
troversy over lifting the exclusion of openly transgender service members 
continues. Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter has pledged to repeal that 
ban, but a few senior military officials have pushed back.  Mr. Fanning, 
who was the first senior defense official to endorse military service by 
openly transgender people, is well positioned to help overcome their lin-
gering misgivings.  
 

Founding of The Center  ̶  On June 13, in celebration of its 40th anniver-
sary, The Center presented a classy luncheon and panel discussion re-
counting the story of its founding in the 1970s. Seven of the founders  ̶  
Gerald Gerash, Frank Aguilar, Bob Janowski, Donaciano Martinez,  Phil 
Nash, Bill Olson, and Christopher Sloan (aka Christi Layne)   ̶  spoke and 
offered their often poignant recollections. Activist Tea Shook was also 
called upon to tell of the early interactions between the fledgling gay 
group and the emerging lesbian movement. Older people in the audience 
contributed their reminiscences, and younger people expressed their ap-
preciation for what the founders had accomplished. On behalf of our 
daughters and sons, PFLAG also thanks these founders for smoothing our 
children’s journeys.  

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU ‒ There 
were no speaking engagements in 
May. 
 

HELPLINE –  58 calls came into 
the office and Helpline in May. 
.  

SUPPORT GROUPS    ̶     Three 

 people came to the New Families 
Support Group, facilitated by Claire 
Kennelley, on June 2. One person 
came to the Educator Support 
Group, facilitated by Mia Furtado, 
on June 6. No one attended the La-
tino/a group on June 8. 

Keeping Up with Chapter Activities  

Support – Education – Advocacy 

tel:303.759.3999
mailto:Draingenie303@gmail.com
http://www.draingenieinc.com/
http://www.defense.gov/News/News-Releases/News-Release-View/Article/612778?version=meter+at+null&module=meter-Links&pgtype=article&contentId=&mediaId=&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=meter-links-click
http://www.washingtonblade.com/2013/05/30/eric-fanning/?version=meter+at+null&module=meter-Links&pgtype=article&contentId=&mediaId=&referrer=&priority=true&action=click&contentCollection=meter-links-click

