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News & Views, published monthly, 
is the official newsletter of 

 

PFLAG Denver 
P.O. Box 18901 

Denver, CO  80218-0901 
 

Helpline: 303-333-0286 
 Latino/a Help: 303-333-0286 

Office: 303-573-5861 
E-mail: pflagden@tde.com 
Web: www.pflagdenver.org 

 
 

OUR MISSION 
     Parents, Families and 

Friends of Lesbians and Gays 

(PFLAG) promotes the health 

and well-being of gay, lesbi-

an, bisexual and transgender 

persons, their families and 

friends through: support, to 

cope with an adverse society; 

education, to enlighten an ill-

informed public; and advoca-

cy, to end discrimination and 

secure equal civil rights. 

PFLAG provides an oppor-

tunity for dialog about sexual 

orientation and gender identi-

ty, and acts to create a society 

that is healthy and respectful 

of human diversity.  

By Elisa Starble and Bob Murray 

C olorado Gives Day is an annual statewide 

movement, hosted by Community First Foun-

dation and FirstBank, to celebrate philanthropy in 

Colorado through online giving. Its $1 million In-

centive is one of the largest gives-day incentive 

funds in the country, and the third-party processing 

fee of 2% is one of the lowest in the nation.  

 The sixth annual Colorado Gives Day falls on 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015, starting at 12:00 a.m. 

and continuing for a full 24 hours.  

 PFLAG Denver is a partner in this movement. 

PFLAG continues its efforts in advocating and edu-

cating for our community.  Just last week, we par-

ticipated in the School Counselor Conference, 

which is statewide. We met counselors and gave 

away a lot of LGBTQ material. Many of them were 

not aware of PFLAG and so were pleased to find an 

agency to which they can turn.  While our labor is 

volunteered, we pay for the educational material.   

  WE are families, friends and allies of the 

LGBTQ community helping families, friends, allies 

and the LGBTQ community.   

 We invite you to help us continue our advoca-

cy, education and support to and for the LGBTQ 

community by making a donation (tax-deductible, 

of course) on December 8. Here’s how:   

 Go to ColoardoGives.org.  

 Go to the box “Search for a Nonprofit or  

Fundraising Page” and type in PFLAG Denver.  

 The PFLAG Denver logo and mission state-

ment will appear.  Click on DONATE, then  

finish your transaction.  

Thank you for your support! 

Highlights of 2015 PFLAG National Convention 
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T he December meeting will 

feature out traditional holi-

day party, starting at 6:30 p.m. 

The chapter will provide turkey, 

beverages, and table settings, and 

members are asked to bring side dishes.  

 Following a festive dinner 

there will be caroling by Denver 

School of the Arts students.  

 No New Families Support 

Group meeting is scheduled but 

support will be available if needed. 

Thur., Dec. 3 
 

Holiday 
Party 

December 3: Holiday Potluck Dinner, Caroling 
MONTHLY MEETING  

Donate to PFLAG on Colorado Gives Day, Dec. 8 

By Bob Murray 

T his year my wife, Judy Murray, President of 

PFLAG Highlands Ranch, and I went to the 

national convention, attended by an estimated 370 

people. We met many of them and learned much 

which will be of use as we move forward in the 

coming years.  We traded business cards so that we 

can continue several conversations ended too soon.   

 One of the keynote speakers was Michelangelo 

Signorile, well know author of Queer in America, 

host of the “Michelangelo Signorile Show” on Siri-

usXM, and editor at large on the Huffington Post’s  

Gay Voices vertical. His newest book is It’s Not 

Over, Getting Beyond Tolerance, Defeating Homo-

phobia and Winning True Equality. He reviewed 

the many successes of the past few years, not the 

least being marriage equality. “Yet it was, and is, a 

dangerous moment. It’s a moment in which all of 

us, LGBTQ and straight, who support equality risk 

falling prey to what I’ve come to call ‘Victory 

Blindness.’ We’re overcome by the heady whirl of 

a narrative of victory, a kind of bedtime story that 

tells us we’ve reached the promised land, that can 

make everything else seem like a blur. Even with 

the enormously positive developments  ̶  and, as 

this book will show, sometimes as a reaction to 

them   ̶  homophobia rages on in America, as sports 

stars are practically rewarded after spouting hate, as 

TV sitcoms still make gay and transgender people 

the insulting punch line, as the media respects and 

airs bigoted views of the other side, as businesses 

flaunt a no-gays-allowed policy, as many workers 

fear coming out on the job more than ever, as fed-

eral civil rights protections seem further away than 

before, and as we are often not well served by a 

gay establishment that apologizes for and lauds 

political leaders rather than demanding action. 

Maybe it’s time to get rid of the bedtime story and 

wake from the dream,” he declared.  

 LGBTQ members are still being attacked on 

the streets. Transgender women of color have been 

killed at an alarming rate.  28 states still have laws 

on the books allowing LGBTQs to be fired simply 

for being themselves. Here in (continued on p. 3) 



 

Scholarship Program 2016 

 

November 29  
Colorado AIDS Project Red Ball Gala 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

December  1 
World AIDS Day 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

December 3 

PFLAG Denver Monthly Meeting 

Holiday Potluck Dinner at 6:30 P.M.  

1290 Williams St. 

(See article, p. 1) 
 

December 3 - 5 

Tinsel and Treasure 

Denver Gay Men’s Chorus Concerts 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

December  5 
CGRA Royalty Competition 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

December  8 
Colorado Gives Day 

(See article, p. 1) 
 

December 21 

Newsletter deadline 

Send copy to winternye@gmail.com 

 
By Steve Lee-O’Neal 

W e believe that identifying students 

who desire to increase their learning, 

while supporting and advancing the health 

and prosperity of our diverse community, is 

of the utmost importance. As part of our 

ongoing commitment to the LGBTQ+ com-

munity, the PFLAG Denver chapter founded 

a scholarship program to recognize, assist, 

and encourage outstanding students who 

demonstrate leadership and direct support of 

the LGBTQ community in their schools and  

outside activities, and who advocate equality 

for all. And this year we have added excite-

ment: we have set our goal to double our 

scholarship amounts! 

 Back in 2009, Deborah Stone began a 

year of scholarship research that led to the 

establishments of a fully functional pro-

gram. Deborah, the mother of a gay son, 

wanted to identify and reward Colorado 

LGBTQ+ students and straight allies, with  

the expectation that they would continue to 

create meaningful change on their campuses 

and in their communities.  The chapter be-

gan to distribute its scholarship awards in 

2011, when four $1000 scholarships were 

given out. In 2014 eligibility was extended 

to college freshmen and sophomores as well 

as high school seniors, and to those who will 

be attending trade or vocational school after 

high school graduation . 

  In five years we have awarded $19,000 

to 14 students. We’re very proud of that! 

  The top award is the $2,500 Elinor and 

Tom Lewallen Scholarship, named for the 

amazing PFLAG Denver chapter pioneers 

whose tireless efforts over the years set the 

pace for the chapter. Their relentless fight 

for social justice and equal treatment for all 

LGBTQ+ citizens remains a beacon exam-

ple not only for our Denver community, but 

for our nation. This scholarship was first 

offered in 2013, thanks to a generous dona-

tion from the Dean (Tom and Elinor’s son) 

Lewallen family. In the 2016-2017 scholar-

ship year, we have set the audacious goal of 

doubling the  amount to $5,000, to keep up 

with rising college costs. Dean Lewallen and 

Rex O’Neal have continued to make gener-

ous donations in support of the scholarship 

program, and it is our hope that contribu-

tions from our individual members will in 

aggregate bring in a matching amount. 

 We couldn’t have come this far without 

your generous help, and we still can’t do it 

without you! Would you consider helping us 

match our major donors? Any amount helps! 

You can access the donation page on the 

Scholarship tab on our website, pflagden-

ver.org. Alternatively, you can mail checks 

to PFLAG Denver, specifying “Scholarship 

Program” on the memo line. 100% of dona-

tions will be used to fund scholarships.   

 We are also planning an exciting schol-

arship program fundraiser on February 27, 

2016, to include wonderful costumes, great 

music, delicious catering, silent auction 

items, some live auctions goodies, and an 

amazing burlesque star, too! Let’s do this! 

 The Board has two new members! 

 Mia Furtado is a 

transplant to Colorado 

from the Bay Area. 

She is a high school 

special education and 

literature teacher and 

has a passion for 

working with at-risk 

youth. In addition, Mia 

is an aspiring writer and enjoys writing crea-

tive fiction as well as social commentary. 

PFLAG is an important organization to Mia; 

she loves that it is an  organization founded 

by and for allies of the LGTBQI community.  

 Dustin Krier is the Director  of Sales 

and Marketing for Out Front, Colorado’s 

LGBT magazine.  He received his BA from 

the University of Colorado and an MBA 

from Newman University in Wichita. After 

ten years in customer service, he made a tran-

sition into media sales with Out Front.  Some 

time later, he was promoted to Director of 

Sales and soon after, he took on the market-

ing aspects of the company. He has recently 

assumed the role of Associate Publisher.   

 Dustin’s background is in marketing, 

including experience in print, television, digi-

tal, and web. In addition to his Out Front 

duties, he has worked on freelance marketing 

projects for several local small businesses. 

 Coming from a 

small town in Kansas 

where the LGBT 

community is few 

and far between, 

Dustin is excited to 

be part of PFLAG 

Denver!  He is anx-

ious to get started on 

this year’s marketing 

strategies and help 

ensure that the 

PFLAG message is consistent and reaches 

the most diverse audience.  

Elinor and Tom Lewallen at vigil for Matthew Shepard, 

October 12, 1998.  Photo by Jim Austin of Jimages. 

Introducing Two New Members of PFLAG Denver Board of Directors 



 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Supporting Partnerships – 
 

The Catalyst Center, LLC 
Client-centered mental health care 

Drs. Erin Jacklin and Kelly Wade, Clinical Directors 

300 S. Jackson St., Ste. 520, Denver 80209 

720-675-7123, www.CatalystCenterLLC.com 
 

 

Tim Wilson, Family Service Counselor 
Fairmount Mortuary, Cemetery & Cremation Services 

 303-399-0692, twilson@fairmountcemetery.net  
*** 10% back to PFLAG on all pre-need contracts ***  

 

 

Deb-Ann Thomson, Ph.D., CAC, CCTP 
Psychotherapist, Serving our community for over 25 years 

2755 S. Locust St. #207, Denver, 303-758-6634 
 

 

Mark H. Carson & Associates, CPAs  
1790 30th St. #418, Boulder  

303-449-3060, lynnc@bouldercpas.com 
 

 

Drain Genie / Scott Shaw        
Commercial/Residential – Drain/Sewer Cleaning 24/7 

303-759-3999, Draingenie303@gmail.com 

www.DrainGenieInc.com 
 
 

Bill Coleman Entertainment    
www.bubbletower.com, stretch@stiltwalker.com 

 303-922-4655    
 

 

Sandra Wilbank's, Ph.D., Psychotherapist  
303-618-4449, sandrawilbanks@comcast.net 

 

 

Denver Psychotherapy Care 
Tony Miles, Ph.D., 720-205-9752 

Tony@DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 
DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 

 

 

Richard R. Rogers, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist  
Therapy & Coaching, www.RogersTherapy.com 

425 S. Cherry St., Ste. 930, 303-264-9194  
 
 

Erica Johnson, Estate Planning Attorney 
 950 S. Cherry St. #1650, 303-321-1267 

erica@ambler-keenan.com  
 
 

Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S. 
3300 E. First Ave. #580 

303-320-1640, linda@friedmanrussell.com 
 
 

 

Basic Partnerships – 
 

Leigh Wilbank's, Broker/Owner 
Red Door Properties,  Residential real estate 

@reddoordenver.com, 303-884-9166  

Blanca Gonzales Leos has established a Latino/a support group!  The first 

meeting was on November 11, and three people attended.  
 

The 17th annual Transgender Day of Remembrance, sponsored by the Gen-

der Identity Center, was held on Friday evening, November 20, at the Jef-

ferson Unitarian Church in Golden. The event expressed support for the 

local transgender community while memorializing those who have been 

killed due to hatred or prejudice directed toward the transgendered. This 

observance included the message of reflection, encouragement and hope. 

There was a similar observance on the Auraria campus on Nov. 16. 
 

The Colorado Aids Project will hold its Red Ball gala at the EXDO Event 

Center, 1399 35th St. in Denver, on Sunday, November 29, starting at 7:00 

p.m. Since Red Ball was created in 2009, it has quickly grown to become 

the “it” fashion event in Denver – the place for event goers to see and be 

seen while raising awareness for World AIDS Day and funds to support the 

services provided by Denver Colorado AIDS Project. 
 

World AIDS Day is traditionally commemorated on December  1, which 

this year falls on a Tuesday.  A service will be held that evening from 7 to 8 

p.m. at the Metropolitan Community Church of the Rockies, 980 Clarkson  

St., Denver. 
 

The Denver Gay Men’s Chorus will kick off 

the season with four showings of Tinsel & 

Treasure, on December 3 at 7:30; Dec. 4 at 

7:30; and on Dec. 5 at both 2:00 and 7:30 p.m., 

at Central Presbyterian Church, 1660 Sherman 

St., Denver. Additionally, DGMC invites you 

to help us support Food Bank of the Rockies by bringing non-perishable 

food items to the concerts, or you may make a monetary contribution ($1 

equals 4 meals!).   
 

The Colorado Gay Rodeo Association Royalty Competition will take place 

from 7 to 11 p.m. on Saturday, December 5, at Charlie’s Night Club, 900 E. 

Colfax Ave., Denver. 

Colorado it remains legal to force 

LGBTQ youth to go through 

“reparative therapy” wherein they 

are told that being LGBTQ is wrong 

and can be cured. This will be 

brought up in the 2016 legislative 

session. Let’s make sure it is no 

longer allowed in our state.  

 Does the LGBTQ community 

still have work to do?  Yes!  And 

PFLAG will be there, as it has been 

since its first meeting in the Church 

of the Village in Greenwich Village 

in 1973.  

 Our unswerving message: “We 

love our LBGTQ  children and will 

do whatever it takes to protect them 

and make sure they have the same 

rights as every other citizen in the 

United States Of America.” 

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU ‒ No 

speaking engagements in October. 
 

HELPLINE –  A total of 12 calls 

were received: 1 about the support 

group; 2 from parents; 4, volunteer 

questions.; 5 others. 

SUPPORT GROUP  ̶  Three peo-

ple attended the November New 

Families Group, facilitated by Elisa 

Starble and Deborah Stone. 
 

MONTHLY MEETING ‒  Eight 

people attended on Nov. 5. 

KEEPING UP WITH CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

Support – Education – Advocacy 

Highlights of PFLAG National Convention (continued from p. 1) 

tel:303.759.3999
mailto:Draingenie303@gmail.com
http://www.draingenieinc.com/

