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News & Views, published monthly, 
is the official newsletter of 

 

PFLAG Denver 
P.O. Box 18901 

Denver, CO  80218-0901 
 

Helpline: 303-333-0286 
 Latino/a Help: 303-333-0286 

Office: 303-573-5861 
E-mail: pflagden@tde.com 
Web: www.pflagdenver.org 

 
 

OUR VISION 
PFLAG envisions a world 
where diversity is celebrated 
and all people are respected, 
valued, and affirmed inclusive 
of their sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender 
expression.  
 

OUR MISSION 
By meeting people where they 
are and collaborating with 
others, PFLAG realizes its 
vision through: 

• Support for families, allies 
and people who are LGBTQ 

• Education for ourselves and 
others about the unique issues 
and challenges facing people 
who are LGBTQ 

• Advocacy in our communities 
to change attitudes and create 
policies and laws that achieve 
full equality for people who 
are LGBTQ. 
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  Join PFLAG Denver Team for AIDS Walk Colorado 

T he 30th annual 
AIDS Walk Colora-

do will take place on 
Saturday, August 19.  
 The AIDS Walk is 
the Rocky Mountain 
Region’s largest one-
day HIV/AIDS fundrais-
er. More than 8,000 people throughout the state 
come together as a community to raise money for 
vital services for HIV/AIDS clients of Colorado 
AIDS Project and many other outstanding AIDS 
service organizations. If you haven’t already done 
so, join and/or make a donation to the PFLAG 
Denver team, but be sure to specify our team.   
 This will be the 25th year that PFLAG Den-
ver has been a beneficiary organization of the 
AIDS Walk, i.e., we receive back a large percent-
age of the money that our team raises.  With this 
money we provide financial assistance to needy 
persons and families coping with HIV/AIDS. 
Over the years we have provided over $50,000!  
 The need for assistance diminishes each year, 

but it has by no means 
disappeared. For exam-
ple, we have been able to 
help a homeless HIV+ 
man pay for housing; to 
provide a gas card for a 
man who had finally 
landed a job interview 

but lacked the funds for gas to drive there; and to 
present a gift card to someone who had been of-
fered a job but couldn’t afford to buy the work 
clothes required. In recent years we have often 
been asked to help pay for dental needs, and we 
work closely with the Howard Dental Center 
which has now merged with the Colorado Health 
Network.   
 The AIDS Walk serves as a day to remember 
those lost to the disease, with prominent speakers 
and panels of the AIDS Memorial Quilt, in addi-
tion to the Celebration of Life Festival, live music, 
food, beverages and the annual AIDS Walk Colo-
rado Volleyball Tournament, held in conjunction 
with the Colorado Gay Volleyball Association. 

T he PFLAG Denver Board of Directors is sorry 
to announce it has had two recent resigna-

tions:  

• Steve Lee-O’Neal began serving on the 
Board in 2015 and has contributed greatly to 
the success of fundraising events for the 
scholarship program.  

• Deborah Henson served on the Board since 
autumn 2016.  

The remaining board members and the entire 
membership are grateful for their service! 

 The chapter is now looking for two 
to three new board members to serve 
on the Board of Directors.   
 The board meets once a month. Its responsi-

bilities are to hold true to the organization’s mis-
sion, raise the necessary funds for the chapter to 
operate effectively, represent PFLAG Denver in 
the community, and more.  
 The Board of Directors is a dynamic group of 
passionate individuals who are very active in the 
community.  

 If this sounds like something you 
would be interested in, please call the 
office at 303-573-5861 or  send an email 
to pflagden@tde.com.  
 All applicants will be considered by the cur-
rent board, and those chosen for nomination will 
stand for election at the Annual Meeting next Feb-
ruary. 

 AIDS Walk Colorado - August 19, 2017 - Cheesman Park 

Join the PFLAG Denver Team by walking, donating, or both. 

Opening Ceremonies at 9 a.m., Walk at approx. 9:30 a.m. 

 To make a donation, go to www.aidswalkcolorado.org, click on Teams, then scroll down to PFLAG Denver. 

When our team’s web page opens, sign up to join and make a donation specifically to our team. 
 
 

Alternatively, write your check to AWC and send it to PFLAG Denver, P.O. Box 18901, Denver 80218. 

PFLAG Denver Board of Directors  ̶  Update 



 
 

 
 

August 3 
New Families Support Group 

CHUN Mansion, 1290 Williams St. 
6:30 P.M. 

 

August 9 
Transgender Community Circle 
3405 N. Downing St., Suite D 

Latino Support Group, CHUN Mansion 
Both at 6:30 P.M. 

 
August 19 

30th Annual AIDS Walk Colorado 
(See article, page 1) 

 
August 25 

Newsletter Deadline 
Send copy to pflagden@tde.com 

 
August 30  

 Board of Directors Meeting 
CHUN Mansion, 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

Business Memberships 

Supporting Partnerships – 
 

Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S. 
3300 E. First Ave. #580 

303-320-1640, linda@friedmanrussell.com 
 

Bill Coleman Entertainment    
www.bubbletower.com, 
stretch@stiltwalker.com 

 303-922-4655    
 

Denver Psychotherapy Care 
Tony Miles, Ph.D., 720-205-9752 

Tony@DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 
DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 

 

Business Memberships 
 
 

Erica Johnson,  
Estate Planning Attorney 

 950 S. Cherry St. #1650, 303-321-1267 
erica@ambler-keenan.com  

 
 
 

Basic Partnerships – 
 

Trilogy Financial         
Wade Frisbie, Financial Advisor 

Wade.frisbie@trilogyfs.com   
303-999-1847 — 101 University Blvd., 

Ste. 450, Denver 80206   

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU ‒ No speaking 
events in June.   
 
 

HELPLINE–The office and Helpline re-
ceived 18 calls this past month.   
 
.  

SUPPORT  GROUPS  ̶  Four persons attend-
ed the New Families Support Group on July 
6; no one attended the July 12 Latino Support 
Group. Attendance was 10 at the July 12 
Trans Community Circle led by Crow Carag 
and Jules Tybor.   
 
 

Keeping Up with Chapter  

Support – Education – 

Advocacy 

Heartfelt condolences are extended to Gay 
Bossart and her family on the death of her 
brother Steven Kent on July 12. Steve 
taught and directed plays as a member of 
the theatre department of the University of 
La Verne,  just north of Los Angeles. Gay 
reminds us that Steve was ten years her 
junior, and was her reason for joining 
PFLAG many years ago.  
 

Thanks to Loretta Martin for sharing this 
interesting item from a recent newsletter  of 
the Denver Art Museum:   
In 1932 the Denver Art Museum received 
an unexpected $100,000 bequest from Den-
ver school teacher Helen Lynch Dill. The 
greater part of the funds ($100,000 would 
be equal to $1.65 million today) went to 
purchase art by “living or near contempo-
rary painters of reputation,” and made pos-
sible acquisitions of works by Monet and 
Renoir  among others. No picture of Helen 
Dill was ever available, until….. 

Former PFLAG Den-
ver members Paul 
Millette and Russ 
Symons, who now live 
in Vermont, discov-
ered this portrait of 
Helen Dill at an auc-
tion in Bridport, VT, 
near her birthplace. 
Paul and Russ real-
ized the picture’s sig-
nificance and contact-
ed the Denver Art Museum, which was de-
lighted to accept it as a gift.  
 

 The chapter wishes to express its grati-
tude to Pat Gunckel and other members of 
the family of Stuart Gunckel, former es-
teemed member and Board chairman, who 
died on June 10.  PFLAG Denver was des-
ignated as a beneficiary of memorial gifts, 
and to date over $1,000 has been received, a 
truly remarkable commemoration.   

A t the second annual Awards Brunch, 
held at the CHUN mansion on July 15, 

Deborah Stone was officially welcomed 
into the PFLAG Denver Hall of  Honor.   
  Deborah joined PFLAG soon after her 
only son, Sam Roecker, had been outed and 
had come out to her at age 14. She quickly 
became involved, taking facilitator training 
and regularly facilitating support groups.  
She was elected to the Board of Directors in 
2010, and then elected President.  
 When her son Sam applied for and won 
a college scholarship from PFLAG Nation-
al, Deborah was moved to establish a schol-
arship program for Colorado students. She 
took the lead in creating and implementing 
the PFLAG Denver Scholarship Program in 
2010. The program has since flourished and 
has provided more than $30,000 in scholar-
ship awards to LGBTQ+ youth.   

 Deborah was born and raised in the 
Cleveland suburb of South Euclid, Ohio, 
lived in Berkeley for nine years, and moved 
to Denver in 1981.  As a Certified Perfor-
mance Technologist and Cognitive Psy-
chologist, she founded her own consulting 
firm in 1983 and received many profession-
al awards for her work. She is now retired. 
 In high school Sam was president of 
his school’s GSA and participated enthusi-
astically in the PFLAG Speakers’ Bureau. 
In 2009 the chapter awarded him a Lifetime 
Promise Award, the first of its kind, be-
cause of his many contributions to chapter 
activities. 
 Sam attended Tulane University, grad-
uating in 2014 with a major in business. He 
now lives in Chicago with his partner of 
several years, and has started a business of 
his own.  

Deborah on July 15, flanked by Hall of Honor plaques.   

Deborah Stone Elected to Hall of Honor 


