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OUR MISSION 
     Parents, Families and 

Friends of Lesbians and Gays 

(PFLAG) promotes the health 

and well-being of gay, lesbi-

an, bisexual and transgender 

persons, their families and 

friends through: support, to 

cope with an adverse society; 

education, to enlighten an ill-

informed public; and advoca-

cy, to end discrimination and 

secure equal civil rights. 

PFLAG provides an oppor-

tunity for dialog about sexual 

orientation and gender identi-

ty, and acts to create a society 

that is healthy and respectful 

of human diversity.  
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By Steve Lee-O’Neal  

T he Denver PFLAG 

Scholarship Program 

held a rousing annual fund-

raiser on February 27 at the 

Wash Park Studio in Denver! Months of planning 

by the scholarship committee paid off as the action-

packed evening began at 6 p.m. for VIP PFLAG 

members, with invited guests 

arriving between 7 and 10 p.m. 

Our Chinese New Year theme 

brightened the space with deco-

rations, and many Chinese zodi-

ac red fire monkeys were spot-

ted around the room. The covet-

ed red plush monkeys auctioned 

off so fast it was amazing! 

 

 There was much to see, buy, and experience 

during the event, which raised more than $22,000 

for our scholarship program! The auctioneer and 

emcees, Shelly St. John from Auction Divas, and 

Jerry Cunningham, owner of Out Front magazine, 

kept the event fresh and fast-paced as both the ex-

citing silent and live auction items were snapped up 

by our wonderful supporters throughout the even-

ing. Delicious catering, fine wine, some local beer, 

and a community panel added to the enjoyment,  

and some burlesque entertainment and dance music 

rounded out the evening.  

 To begin the program, our guests enjoyed lis-

tening to Daniel Ramos of One Colorado, Jerry 

Cunningham, and Carrie Schiff, who read the spe-

cial letter from NY Senator (Continued on p. 2) 

Thur., Apr. 7 
 

Support Group, 
No Program 

By Elisa Starble 

O n Monday, February 

29, I represented 

PFLAG at the LGBT 

Lobby Day. I joined more 

than 250 other people 

from all over the state, 

gathered at the capitol to 

talk with legislators. We 

Lobby Day participants 

broke into groups by Sen-

ate and House districts for 

discussions with our leg-

islators about three bills: 
 HB 1210 would ban 

conversion therapy which 

is aimed at changing a 

person’s sexual identity through a range of danger-

ous and discredited practices. These harmful prac-

tices are based on the notion that being gay or lesbi-

an is a mental illness. Every mainstream mental 

health and medical professional association has 

rejected this view as scientifically invalid. 
 HB 1180 would allow businesses and individu-

als to claim that their religion gives them permis-

sion to exempt themselves from laws they don’t 

want to follow. The ways in which these exemp-

tions could affect the rule of law are vast and un-

predictable, and undermine an important value that 

we cherish as Coloradans, namely, treating others 

as we want to be treated. Religious freedom is al-

ready one of the country’s 

fundamental values. 
 HB 1185 would allow 

transgender people to 

change their birth certifi-

cates more easily. Our cur-

rent law requires transgender 

Coloradans to undergo sur-

gery and appear in front of a 

judge to prove the surgical 

procedure has occurred be-

fore they can change the 

gender on their birth certifi-

cates. This bill would make 

the process less invasive by 

requiring a “certificate of 

treatment” from a licensed 

healthcare provider and eliminating the surgical 

requirement and court appearance. Many 

transgender people cannot afford surgery because 

they don’t have health insurance, or they may be 

too young to go through surgery. Forcing them to 

prove their gender to a judge fails to protect their 

privacy. These are the reasons for a modernization 

of the current law. 
 The representative and senator from my House 

and Senate Districts were very supportive of these 

bills and said they would work to see them become 

laws. There are, however, many legislators from 

outside of the metro area that still believe being a 

LGBT person is a choice. 

  PFLAG Represented at LGBT Lobby Day  

MONTHLY MEETING  

Scholarship Fundraiser a Great Success 

Representative Alec Garnett with some of his constituents, 

including John Ferguson and Elisa Starble. 



Scholarship Fundraiser, continued from p. 1 

Kirsten Gillibrand. A 

video featuring the ac-

complishments of one 

of last year’s scholar-

ship recipients high-

lighted how our pro-

gram supports ongoing 

LGBTQ and ally lead-

ership. And after the 

live auction, a panel 

with Margaret Burd and 

Becky Brinkman, State 

Representative Beth 

McCann, Erin Bennett 

who is running for Senate District 31, 

Koren Vining from Foresters Financial, and 

Councilwoman Robin Kniech fielded 

LGBTQ community questions ranging from 

marriage 

equality, to 

community 

support, to 

LGBTQ-

specific 

financial 

topics. 

 This year’s gift donors, our event bid-

ders, program participants, our ever-

supportive chapter members, and especially 

Dean Lewallen, Price Jepsen, and Rex 

O’Neal have shown us how important our 

ongoing program is to the state of Colorado! 

We have successfully doubled our 2016 

awards to provide a $5,000 Elinor and Tom 

Lewallen Scholarship Award, and two 

$2,500 awards, too!  

 We plan to use the momentum from 

this year’s event to engage even more com-

munity and business support for next year. 

Please join us next year on February 11 for 

our 2017 annual scholarship fundraiser! We 

look forward to another rousing event with 

local support and new talent, and to seeing 

you there as our program continues to raise 

money for our worthwhile cause. We be-

lieve that rewarding strong youth leadership 

is essential to a strong community and a 

vibrant economy.

 A great big 

thank you to the 

hardworking 

scholarship com-

mittee for this 

year’s sensation-

al success. Great 

job, team! 

Robin Kniech and Daniel Ramos. 

New in the Office 

T he PFLAG Board of Directors is pleased 

to announce the hiring of a new admin-

istrative assistant. 

 Her name is Francesca Farrand, and she 

tells us, “I am a full-

time student at Metro-

politan State Universi-

ty of Denver. I am set 

to graduate this year 

in the fall. My degree 

is in Criminal Justice 

with a minor in Soci-

ology. I am a mommy 

to a beautiful five-

year old and a fiancé 

to the love of my life. I 

spend my free time volunteering. I am a vol-

unteer victim advocate for the Adams Coun-

ty DA's Office in the 17th judicial dis-

trict. The rest of my free time is spent with 

my family. I am excited to be on board with 

this wonderful organization and excited for 

what the future holds.” 

 Francesca will be in the PFLAG office 

every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 Welcome to PFLAG, Francesca!  

 

April 7  

DGLCC Monthly Breakfast Series 

Small Business Association  

(See News & Notes, p. 4) 
 

April 7 

PFLAG Denver  

New Families Support Group 

CHUN Mansion, 1290 Williams St. 

6:30 P.M. 
 

 

April 13 
PFLAG Denver  

Latino/a Support Group 

CHUN Mansion, 1290 Williams St. 

6:30 P.M. 
 

 

April 18 
Newsletter Deadline 

Send copy to winternye@gmail.com 
 

 

April  27 
Board of Directors Meeting 

 

May 5 

PFLAG Denver Quarterly Meeting 

Presentation of Scholarship Awards 

Support Group, 6:30 P.M. 

Awards & Reception 7:30 

Silent Auction items on display. 

Top Donors Price Jepsen, Dean Lewallen, Rex O’Neal. 

Blanca Leos with her son Leo.. 

Jerry Cunningham, Steve Lee-O’Neal, J.C. McDonald. 

All photos by Out Front, 
with permission. 



 
 

Reflections of 2012 GALA Festival 
Editor’s Note: This essay was written 

by Elisa Boles, a student at San Francisco’s 

Lick-Wilmerding High School who attended 

GALA Festival 2012.   

Contributed by Carol White. 

I  watch from the audience as four teens 

shuffle out onto the brightly lit stage, the 

platform suddenly seeming fifty feet longer 

with only a few people on it. I had been in 

Denver for a few days already, having come 

with other Lick students to participate in a 

four day international festival of LGBT 

(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender) 

choruses. We Lick kids were the single non-

LGBT-identified group present; I had heard 

we were even the first in the history of the 

festival to be allowed to perform. Just yester-

day we had sung onstage alongside the Les-

bian Gay Chorus of San Francisco in the 

premier of Harvey Milk: A  Cantata. And 

now, Ana and I were finally relaxing into a 

couple seats at the packed Ellie Caulkins 

Opera House to watch a youth choral group 

from the United States sing. 

 As the four youth walk onstage, the au-

dience quiets down. The tallest choral mem-

ber, a girl with chopped blond hair, peers out 

nervously into the crowd, gingerly takes the 

microphone out of the stand and opens her 

mouth. 

 “When you're weary, feeling small…” 

  The amplified notes bounce off the tow-

ering walls, the balcony, the seats, echoes 

jarring in the otherwise silent space. The 

baby-blue shirts of the singers stand out 

sharply against the darkness of the audience. 

 “When tears are in your eyes,” 

  Uneasy in the spotlight, the kids trip 

over the words… I’m wondering if they gen-

erally try to avoid this much attention. 

  "“I will dry them all..." 

  I shift in my seat, attempting to get more 

comfortable. From somewhere below, I hear 

a muffled cough. 

      “I’m on your side when times get rough" 

  A movement in the audience catches my 

attention. Two men near the front have stood 

up and are clapping along. 

  “And friends just can't be found" 

  Without warning their whole row is sud-

denly up and clapping with them, the row 

behind following, now the row behind that 

just beginning to rise as well. A steadily 

growing clamor arises as seat upon seat flip-

flops vertical and dozens of feet drop to the 

floor. The stage is suddenly out of sight as a 

wall of bodies erupts in front of me. 

“Like a bridge over troubled water, I 

will lay me down" 

  And before I know it the surge has hit, 

my chair is flip-flopping, and the stage has 

come suddenly into view again below, hun-

dreds of silhouettes facing the bright lights 

and swaying to the beat. Our arms surround 

each other as we move back and forth, back 

and forth, the steady pulse of ocean tides. 

And the four teens are no longer whispering 

in trepidation but shouting into the mikes, 

mouths widening into grins that take up the 

stage. The roaring wave catches up to us and 

we are singing in one voice that connects the 

pain and struggle, liberation and fulfillment. 

“Like a bridge over troubled water, I 

will lay me down." 

  But we are not a bridge; rather we are 

the rush of a tsunami; first cracking the sides 

of the concert hall, then erupting through the 

concrete walls and tearing (cont. on p. 4)

GALA Festival Is Coming to Denver Again 

By Sue Coffee 

T his summer Denver will once again host 

the quadrennial GALA Festival, July 2-

6, 2016. The festival is the signature event of 

GALA Choruses, which is the organizing 

association of the LGBT choral movement in 

the U.S. The festival will bring together over 

130 choruses and 6,000 singers for the 

world’s largest LGBT performing arts event.  

 Denver also hosted the festival in 2012 

(and way back in 1992), and is the only city 

to have hosted more than once; the reason 

for that is the combination of the superb ven-

ues in the performing arts complex and the 

capacity of downtown Denver to host a festi-

val of this size. It will move on to another 

city four years from now.  

 The festival will take at the Denver Per-

forming Arts Complex, with performances 

running non-stop in the three large halls ̶ 
Boettcher Concert Hall, Buell Theatre, and 

Ellie Caulkins Opera House  ̶  as well as in 

several of the smaller theatres, and outside in 

the Galleria. 

 The GALA festivals are spectacular 

gatherings: pop-up communities in which 

creativity and joy fill the space for five days 

and the experience of welcome, safe space, 

affirmation, inclusion, and invitation to per-

sonal authenticity can be overwhelmingly 

moving and life-changing for participants. 

 The festival performances include half-

hour sets by individual choruses and small 

groups, as well as some special program-

ming of particular interest. For example, 

nine choruses will perform “Coffee Con-

certs,” named for their morning time slots, 

which feature unique programming, new 

commissions, and multi-media performanc-

es; and evening “Blockbuster” concerts on 

themed topics will feature a number of dif-

ferent choruses performing on the same pro-

gram. Descriptions of both are available on 

the GALA website, galachoruses.org.  

 The Colorado member choruses will 

unite to offer a free performance in the Gal-

leria on the first day of the festival. Denver 

composer Nathan Hall has been commis-

sioned to write a Colorado-themed sound-

scape which 400+ singers will perform from 

the tiers of the parking garages. 

 GALA Choruses, founded in 1983, 

arose out of the grassroots emergence of 

numerous gay and lesbian choruses begin-

ning in 1975 with Anna Crusis Women’s 

Choir, and the Gotham Male Chorus in 1977 

(now the Stonewall Chorale). The San Fran-

cisco Gay Men’s Chorus was established in 

1978, and was rapidly followed by the for-

mation of gay men’s choruses in major cities 

around the country. Fourteen choruses came 

together to perform for each other at the first 

Gay Games in 1982, and the GALA Chorus-

es organization was formally established 

shortly thereafter. The mission of GALA 

Chorus is “to empower LGBT Choruses as 

we change our world through song,” serving 

the vision of “a world where all voices are 

free.” The organization has evolved to meet 

the continually evolving needs of its member 

choruses; youth ensembles and trans-

community choruses have joined the com-

munity in recent festivals. 

 Members of the local community are 

especially welcome at festival events. Full 

information, including performance sched-

ules, is available at the GALA Choruses 

website, galachoruses.org. One can purchase 

a festival pass (which allows admission to all 

events and is available on the website) or  

tickets for individual events. Tickets for in-

dividual events are not yet on sale, but will 

be available through the DCPA box office 

closer to the time of the festival. 

 Be sure to contact your local GALA 

member choruses for specific information 

about any of the festival events, and for rec-

ommendations about what events to attend. 



 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Supporting Partnerships – 
 
 

Denver Psychotherapy Care 
Tony Miles, Ph.D., 720-205-9752 

Tony@DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 
DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 

 
 

Richard R. Rogers, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist  
Therapy & Coaching, www.RogersTherapy.com 

425 S. Cherry St., Ste. 930, 303-264-9194  
 
 

Erica Johnson, Estate Planning Attorney 
 950 S. Cherry St. #1650, 303-321-1267 

erica@ambler-keenan.com  
 
 

Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S. 
3300 E. First Ave. #580 

303-320-1640, linda@friedmanrussell.com 
 
 

The Catalyst Center, LLC 
Client-centered mental health care 

Drs. Erin Jacklin and Kelly Wade, Clinical Directors 

300 S. Jackson St., Ste. 520, Denver 80209 

720-675-7123, www.CatalystCenterLLC.com 
 

 

Tim Wilson, Family Service Counselor 
Fairmount Mortuary, Cemetery & Cremation Services 

 303-399-0692, twilson@fairmountcemetery.net  
*** 10% back to PFLAG on all pre-need contracts ***  

 

 

Deb-Ann Thomson, Ph.D., CAC, CCTP 
Psychotherapist, Serving our community for over 25 years 

2755 S. Locust St. #207, Denver, 303-758-6634 
 

 

Mark H. Carson & Associates, CPAs  
1790 30th St. #418, Boulder  

303-449-3060, lynnc@bouldercpas.com 
 

 

Drain Genie / Scott Shaw        
Commercial/Residential – Drain/Sewer Cleaning 24/7 

303-759-3999, Draingenie303@gmail.com 

www.DrainGenieInc.com 
 
 

Bill Coleman Entertainment    
www.bubbletower.com, stretch@stiltwalker.com 

 303-922-4655    
 

 

Sandra Wilbank's, Ph.D., Psychotherapist  
303-618-4449, sandrawilbanks@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Basic Partnerships – 
 

Leigh Wilbank's, Broker/Owner 
Red Door Properties,  Residential real estate 

@reddoordenver.com, 303-884-9166  

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU ‒ Steve 

Lee-O’Neal gave a presentation to 

the First Universalist Church last 

month.  
 

HELPLINE – During February,  18 

calls came to the office. 
 

SUPPORT GROUP  ̶  Two people  

came to the New Families Support 

Group meeting on March 3, facili-

tated by Elisa Starble.  

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Support – Education – Advocacy 

The Denver Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce will hold its Month-

ly Breakfast Series meeting on Thursday, April 7, from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

at Double Tree By Hilton, Stapleton North, 4040 Quebec St. in Denver. 

Attendees must register. Fee for members $16, for nonmembers, $19. 
 

Rededication of The Grove  ̶   In 2000 a two-acre section of Commons 

Park (located between 15th Street, Little Raven and the South Platte River) 

was dedicated as The Grove in memory of those who had lost their lives to 

AIDS and to their loving caregivers. Over time the site was neglected. 

Late last year this came to the attention of CORA (Colorado Organizations 

Responding to AIDS), a collaborative advocacy group of AIDS service 

organizations and community-based organizations. CORA formed a com-

mittee to lead a community-wide effort to revitalize and rededicate The 

Grove. A rededication ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, May 15, 2-4 

p.m. at the site in Commons Park.  A community stakeholder meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, April 5, 4-6 p.m. at Mile High United Way, 711 Park 

Avenue West, Denver, for those who wish to learn more about The Grove 

and/or to be involved in its rededication and upkeep. For more info: Carrie 

Webber, Rededication Project Manager, webber.carrie@gmail.com.  

Troubled Water (continued from p. 3) 

through the streets of Denver. The 

wide boulevard filled with people 

cheering, waving, the path of the 

young singers a rippling corridor of 

hands reaching out for prized high-

fives. Even now, Denver brings up 

such mixed emotions for me. On 

one hand, I am proud to live in a 

nation that would allow such an 

event to take place. However, after 

talking to the festival participants 

and watching the youth perform, I 

can't begin to imagine what some of 

them must have gone home to, the 

kind of bullying and hatred some 

endure daily. Despite countless 

reminders of how liberal the Bay 

Area is compared to other parts of 

the U.S., I had always believed that 

in one way or another, our country 

practiced the tenets of equality and 

justice, and that Americans were 

overall striving to be a fair-minded 

people. It's clear to me now, after 

watching the discomfort of the 

youth onstage, that there is still 

much work to be done to ensure the 

rights and well-being of the LGBT. 

 Within the LGBT community, 

there seems to be an overflowing 

amount of support for the others, to 

the point at which I'm almost dis-

mayed that I can't belong to it. In-

stead of categorizing this vibrant 

group of people as an oddity and 

treating them as such, we need to 

follow their example; create a place 

where all people are safe and every-

one is encouraged to shine. And in 

order to do so, we must accept the 

fact that we are not always the sym-

bol of fairness and equality we pre-

tend to be.  If there's a singular 

most important thing I learned from 

Denver, it's that just believing in 

liberty and justice won't make them 

reality for the LGBT community, or 

for any other minority group. It's 

not enough to accept, smile and 

walk away. I am reminded of the 

words of the cantata we sang on-

stage in Denver, words taken from 

the speeches of Harvey Milk: “You 

must make a commitment. With-

out it,  you are just occupying 

space.” 

tel:303.759.3999
mailto:Draingenie303@gmail.com
http://www.draingenieinc.com/

