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2018 Distinguished Alumni 
Wall of Honor

Graduates of Penn Manor High School are artists, skilled craftspeople, entrepreneurs, farmers, 
volunteers, philanthropists, scientists, inventors, medical experts, community leaders, authors, 
educators, spiritual leaders, active members and veterans of the military, business leaders, 
athletes, technology gurus, and entertainers! It is this rich spectrum of accomplishment and talent 
that the Penn Manor Alumni Association plans to recognize and share with current PMHS students 
at a Distinguished Alumni Wall of Honor Assembly on Friday, April 13, 2018, in the Penn Manor 
High School auditorium. The experiences and successes of each recipient will be shared with the 
students in the hope that they too will continue the tradition and go on to accomplish great things 
following graduation. 

Wall of Honor Reception
 DATE: Thursday, April 12, 2018
  

 TIME: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

 PLACE: Lancaster Tennis and Yacht Club
   2615 Columbia Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17603

 COST: $15.00 per person covers heavy hors d’oeuvres and beverages

                 Family, Friends and Fellow Alumni  
 
Join us for a reception celebrating the Wall of Honor inductees and hear a 
little more about their accomplishments. Reservations required. Send your 
check for $15.00 per person made out to PMAA - Wall of Honor Reception, 
P.O. Box 9, Millersville, PA 17551 by Tuesday, April 3, 2018.

Questions? Call Cindy at 717-872-9500 ext. 2223 or email at cindy.rhoades@pennmanor.net

Attire for the reception is business casual.

Comet Chatter
Penn Manor Alumni Association Newsletter

Spring 2018 Issue
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      Upcoming Reunions - Hold the Date!
Class of 1958 – 60th Reunion – Saturday, June 23, 2018 - The class of 1958 will hold its 60th class reunion on 
Saturday, June 23, 2018 at Meadia Heights Golf Club at 11:30 AM for lunch. The alumni website will post more 
information as it is received.

Class of 1968 - 50th Reunion - Friday, September 21 and Saturday, September 22, 2018 - Plans include a Friday night 
social, Saturday morning high school tour, and Saturday evening dinner at Meadia Heights. The alumni website will 
post more information as it is received.

Class of 1978 – 40th Reunion – Friday, October 5 and Saturday, October 6, 2018
Friday, October 5  - Homecoming game – Special seating area reserved for Class of 1978. Game time is 7:00 PM.  
Saturday, October 6  – Social from 7-11 PM at the Heritage Hotel (Loxley’s). The hotel will offer special room rates for 
the Class of 1978. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine & soda, Roof Rockers band – $25/person. Questions should be 
emailed to:  PMClass1978@gmail.com  

2017 Reunion Fun
                    Class of 1962 - 55th                                                Class of 1967 - 50th

       
                            

                    Class of 1972 - 45th                                       Class of 1982 - 35th

                                                        
                Class of 1987 - 30th   

Planning your next class reunion?          
Want to have it included in the next issue of the Comet Chat-
ter, posted on the Penn Manor Alumni Association Facebook 

page, and the Penn Manor Alumni Association website?
You have to let us know! 

Have photos you want to share from your reunion?
Please email cindy.rhoades@pennmanor.net with the 

details and pictures of your reunion.
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PMAA is always looking 
for new programs that 
will benefit our alumni 
and our alma mater.  
We would love to have 
help with our annual 
homecoming activities, 
Distinguished Wall of 
Honor celebrations, ideas 

for the Chatter.  Your help in serving on a committee, 
serving as a future officer, or simply attending as an 
interested party will all be greatly appreciated.  Give 
a little bit of your time or a lot - it’s up to you! Want 
more info on how you can help? Contact Jan Mindish 
at janmindish@comcast.net. 

PMAA meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. in the high 
school library (enter at the Central Complex 
gymnasium).  The next meeting is scheduled for

        Tuesday, April 10, 2018 

Executive Committee:
Melissa Detz Ostrowski – President, Class of ‘88
Nicki Reynolds Nafziger – Vice President, Class of ‘00
Open - Corresponding Secretary
Open - Recording Secretary
Judy Herr Duke – Treasurer, Class of ‘79
Cindy Duncan LaMaster – Archivist, Class of ‘74
Becca Rhoades Carver – Social Media, Class of ‘03
Dr. Jan Mindish – Alumni Coordinator
Cindy Brown Rhoades – Newsletter Editor, Class of ‘76

Mission Statement
The mission of the Penn Manor Alumni Association is to 
support, inform, and maintain communications with our 
alumni, encouraging them to play an active role in PMAA, 
support our alma mater, and remain part of the Penn 
Manor family.

Facebook
Nearly 900 alums have joined our Penn Manor Alumni 
Association group Facebook page. JOIN TODAY! Stay 
cuurent on events happening for alums, reunions, socials, 
etc. Already a member, tell your friends!

Memorial Gifts

 Donor                       In Memory Of
 Nancy Weiss   Derek Weiss
 Frank & Joyce Geist  Mary Filling Klemmer
 P. Robert Herr   Mildred Witmer
 Brad Crozier   Richard F. Shultz
 Herbert Cully   Dave Zercher
 Carol Guazzo   Sylvia Brenner Yard
 Terry Edwards   James Paul Burmeister
 Samuel Strayer  Doris K. Hosler

New Lifetime Members
 Kelli Graver Eachus   Class of 1991
 Lois S. Kelley    Class of 1960
 Donald Shellenberger  Class of 1972

The 2017 Homecoming 
Raffle Winners 

Each won a $25.00 Gift Card to an 
area business

Kyle Caruthers, Class of 2005 
Meghan Dinges, Class of 1997
Deb Goodhart, Class of 1984 

Join us for 
Homecoming 2018 

Friday, October 5, 2018, when the 
Penn Manor Comets take on the 

Cedar Crest Falcons at Biemesderfer 
Field. Game time is 7:00 PM.
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Distinguished Alumni Wall 
of Honor Inductees

Joshua C. Herr, Class of 2001, listed his future plans in the 
yearbook, “I plan to ... travel the world until I’m 25. Then I’ll 
be a billionaire and Bill Gates will clean my toilets on my own 
island!” How close is he to achieving his goal?  After graduating 
from Kutztown University with a degree in Graphic Design, Josh 
worked on a Reebok design team in Boston where he met his 
wife, Julie. That led to an opportunity with Adidas in Germany 
and then the chance to head up a team of designers at Adidas 

headquarters in Portland, Oregon. Josh is the Design Director for Creative Direction 
and leads the Originals team working with celebrity designers.  The team developed 
XENO, a new material that changes colors in response to the light, was introduced 
for the 2016 NBA All-Star Game in New York City.  In recent years, Josh has come back to Penn Manor High 
School for a career presentation and delighted the students by wearing sneakers designed for Kanye West.

Craig L. Kauffman, Class of 1981, was active in a variety of activites in high 
school - football, baseball, junior historians, class officer, orchestra. He listed 
his favorites as baseball and hunting.  After graduating 
from Millersville University, Craig went on to earn his 
MBA from Penn State University. He has spent nearly 30 
years in banking. Currently, Craig is the Regional President 
for BB&T Bank. He is invested in community service and 
services as a board member on the Lancaster Chamber 

of Commerce, Lancaster General Health Foundation, and the Safari Club International 
Foundation. When presenting grant funds from BB&T’s Economic Growth Fund to the 
Lancaster County Health Careers Academy, Craig summarized community service this 
way: “The mission of BB&T is to make the world a better place to live.”  

J. Samuel Walker, Class of 1964, served as vice-president and president of Student 
Council, was the manager of the boys basketball team and was a member of 
National Honor Society in high school. Sam is well known as an American historian 
and author for his research and writing on the nuclear age. He earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in history from the University of Delaware and 
a Master’s and Ph.D. at the University of Maryland. He 
worked for the National Archives in Washington, D.C. He 
taught at the University of Maryland and Georgetown 
University. For twenty-four years, Sam was the historian 
for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Additionally, 

Sam has written many books and articles on diverse topics like the history of 
American foreign policy, nuclear energy, and college basketball. His newest book, 
Most of 14th Street is Gone: The Washington, DC Riots of 1968, will be published 
in March, one month before the 50th anniversary of the 1968 riots.
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Jan Mindish, long time Penn Manor teacher and high school principal, is still 
very active at Penn Manor despite her retirement after 37 years of service to 
the district in 2009.  Although not a graduate of Penn Manor, Jan is being 
recognized as an Honorary Alum. She earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees from Millersville University, her Principal’s Certification from Penn State 
University and her Ed.D. from Widener University. Jan 
has worn many hats at Penn Manor, from elementary 
art teacher to high school photography teacher to 
PMHS prinicipal. In 2007, she was recognized as the 
Pennsylvania State Principal of the Year. Jan is currently 
the Alumni Coordinator for PMAA and was recently 

named the new Executive Director of the Penn Manor Education Foundation.  She 
established scholarships for Penn Manor seniors in her name through PMEF, is 
active in the Millersville Woman’s Club, and is the Education Chair for the Lancaster 
Museum of Art.

Congratulations to each of these 
impressive Wall of Honor inductees

Remembering Mary Filling Klemmer
“Don’t count your years, make your years count.”- George Meredith

The Penn Manor family lost a steadfast supporter of our schools this past 
fall.  Mary Filling Klemmer, 97 years young, lived and went to school in 
Millersville.  Mary was the eldest of Frank and Kathryne Filling’s nine 
children.  She graduated in 1938 from Manor Township & Millersville 
Borough High School (now PMHS), with just 69 graduates that year and 16 
teachers on the faculty. Her yearbook notes that, “Stuff (Mary’s nickname) 
is our little blonde who has a flair for dramatics, and always makes the 
opposite sex look twice.” Mary served her 1938 class as secretary her 
sophomore and senior years, and went on to serve many years as the 
Penn Manor Alumni President. She presided over countless business 
meetings and hosted many annual Alumni Dinners. Mary initiated the first 
edition of the Penn Manor Alumni Association Directory, with the help 
of Bernard C. Harris Publishers and class representatives, in 2002. Mary forged numerous relationships with 
alumni and school administration and furthered the bond with PMAA through her willing spirit, business acu-
men, and kindness. PMAA honored Mary with a Distinguished Alumni Award by naming the annual gradua-
tion Salutatorian Award in her name. We salute her memory and many contributions to Penn Manor.
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Alumni in the News
Penn Manor Alumni have been prominently featured in Lancaster Newspaper articles in recent months. We 
are sharing a few stories that represent decades of graduates who are gaining recognition for a range of 
accomplishments.

John Herr, Class of 1943,was featured in an LNP November 2017, Scribbler column, “Veteran 
B-17 Gunner Survived Flak Over Berlin.” John shared stories from his service during World 
War II, serving as a gunner in a B-17 Flying Fortress, that was crippled by a German fighter jet. 
Most folks know John as the former proprietor of John Herr’s Village Market in Millersville.

Bonnie Bowman, Class of 1964, recently retired as Lancaster County Recorder of Deeds. Bonnie 
was credited with transforming that office into a national model and leader in document control by 
implementing a state-of-the-art computerized system. A recent LNP letter to the editor lauded her 
service to the county in this role.

Steven O’Day, Class of 1981, was profiled in the Fall/Winter 2017 Millersville Review. An MU 
grad, Steve recently accepted the Presidency at Austin College, a private national liberal arts 
college located in Sherman, Texas. Steve attended law school at Temple University and worked 
as an attorney for a decade before becoming head girls soccer coach, then Senior Associate 
Dean at Franklin & Marshall College. He moved on to Lebanon Valley College as Special Assistant 
to the President before accepting the Texas position. Steve is married to Cece (Collier), Class of 
1983.

David Pidgeon, Class of 1997, authored “Winter Woes: Life Lessons from a Stay-at-Home Dad,” in the 
January 2018 Susquehanna Style. Dave is a stay-at-home dad, writer, and professional photographer. 
His advice for entertaining youngsters on a winter day? “Plan like a professional, play like a kid, and 
enjoy some fresh air.”

Luke Schoenfelder, Class of 2007, was recently named to the Forbes magazine “30 under 30” list. He 
and his partner co-founded Latch, a “smart” lock system that lets users unlock doors with a keycard, 
smartphone, door code or key. Their company has partnerships with Apple and Walmart for their 
“smart” lock. Forbes unveiled “30 under 30” lists in 20 industries, highlighting the brightest young 
entrepreneurs, innovators and game changers.  

Emily (Andrew) Yecker, Class of 2008, was featured in LNP’s January 7, 2018, In the Spotlight. 
Emily is employed as a Lancaster County Adult Drug Court probation officer who works with 
adults struggling to overcome addiction.  She noted, “A lot of clients see us as that top 
support in their life.” Emily is married to Jared Yecker, Class of 2005.

David Wilson, Class of 2008, was interviewed in a November 28, 2017 LNP article regarding his work as 
an instant replay technician and game day assistant for the Philadelphia Eagles.  He helps set up the  
instant replay booth prior to Eagles’ home games at Lincoln Financial Field.  More recently, you might 
have seen David’s face in LNP’ss Entertainment section as folk and country musician, Bailey Run, 
promoting a show at Tellus360.


