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WORKING TOGETHER!
Penn Manor Alumni Association and Penn Manor Education Foundation  

     Your PMAA is now working with the Penn Manor Education Foundation (PMEF) to increase networking 
opportunities for our alumni and current students while broadening the Foundation’s outreach in the commu-
nity. 
     Several PMEF board members who are also Penn Manor alumni have volunteered to serve on an alumni 
committee with current PMAA leaders.  Alumni currently serving on the PMEF board include Dianne Smith 
(’72), Rich Myers (’63), Tracy Seiger (’96), Jeff  Kirk (’84), Robin Jeff ers (’00), Pat Kline (’82), Eric Warfel (’90), 
Don Mowery (’96) and Nicki Nafziger (’00).
     Our fi rst collaboration will be building a database of local businesses willing to host Penn Manor High 
School students for internships, service learning or career shadowing experiences. PMAA and PMEF will work 
together to identify businesses and develop contacts so high school staff  can match interested students with 
placements in the community. 
     Th e two organizations also will work together on a fundraiser, to be held in January 2019, to support PMEF’s 
Strong & Healthy Families program.  During the 2017-2018 school year, the Penn Manor Education Founda-
tion awarded $11,300 in Strong Grants to improve opportunities for students and families through its Strong & 
Healthy Families initiative. Th e 2018 Strong Grants included $5,500 to pay for uniforms, tools, equipment and 
supplies for Penn Manor students attending Lancaster Career & Technology Center programs; $2,500 to help 
students pay fees for SATs and advanced-placement tests to earn college credits; and $1,000 to pay for credit-
recovery courses to help students graduate.
     In addition, a $1,000 grant is supporting Samaritan Counseling Center’s Teen Hope program, which provides 
mental health screenings to all Penn Manor ninth-graders; and a $1,300 grant funded the Literacy Outreach 
program, which brings books and other materials to children in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods.   
     Th e combined alumni committee will meet bi-monthly at 6 pm Wednesdays at 
local Penn Manor businesses. Upcoming meetings are:

                             Wednesday, November 14 at House of Pizza in Millerville
Wednesday, February 13 at Lucky Dog Cafe on Columbia Ave
Wednesday, April 10 at Nino’s on Comet Drive

     
Please join us as the two organizations work together 

to support Penn Manor students and 
community members!

Comet Chatter
Penn Manor Alumni Association Newsletter

Fall 2018 Issue

                             Wednesday, November 14 at House of Pizza in Millerville
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Athletic Wall of Honor 
Friday, January 18, 2019

The Class of 2018 Athletic Wall of Honor will be inducted in a ceremony that will be in the high school library on Friday, 
January 18, 2019. If you are interested in purchasing a ticket for $25.00 to attend the dinner and induction ceremony 
beginning at 5:30 pm, please contact Jason Mattern, Athletic Director, at 717-872-9520, ext 1867 or email him at jason.
mattern@pennmanor.net. The athletes will also be recognized during halftime of the basketball game later that evening.

Let’s meet the Class of 2018 Athletic Wall of Honor Inductees!

Chas Alecxih (Class of 2007)
Football was Chas’ passion in high school. He played all four years and was a team captain his senior year. He was named 
First Team All-League in both 2005 and 2006 as a defensive end. In 2006, he was named outstanding lineman in the 
Lancaster-Lebanon League. After high school, Chas attended the University of Pittsburgh and was recruited as a defensive 
tackle for Pitt’s football team as a preferred walk-on. Hard work and talent resulted in Chas being awarded a scholarship 
his sophomore year.  After college, he joined the NFL. Chas was a member of the Miami Dolphins, Kansas City Chiefs, 
and the San Diego Chargers before landing on the Carolina Panthers roster and was a member of the Panthers’ 2016 
Super Bowl Team.

Aaron Dread (Class of 1990)
Aaron was a four year starter in basketball during his years at Penn Manor. He is Penn Manor’s all-time leading scorer 
with 1,743 points.  He was named a Lancaster-Lebanon League All-Star and led the Comets to three straight District 3 
berths. In 1990, he led the team to its first state tournament appearance in 18 years. He was a captain in both his junior 
and senior years. Aaron played basketball all four years at Millersville University and was named captain his senior year. 

Greg Bervinchak (Class of 1987)
Greg earned four varsity letters in wrestling during his time at Penn Manor. He was a four-time Lancaster-Lebanon 
League All-Star, a three-time Sectional Champion and a four time District Qualifier. He qualified for States in his junior 
year. Greg was undefeated in dual meets both his junior and senior years and is Penn Manor’s all-time team point leader. 
His overall dual meet record was 66-2. Greg went on to wrestle for Lock Haven University for four years.

Britney Long Clugston (Class of 2004)
Britney was a four-year starter on the field hockey team and played three years of basketball at Penn Manor as well. She 
was a four-time Lancaster-Lebanon League All-Star, a 1st Team All-State Selection her junior and senior year, earned 
MVP honors in 2002 and 2003, and was team captain her senior year. Britney earned a full scholarship to Penn State Uni-
versity to play forward for the university’s field hockey team.  She was the team’s leading scorer her senior year during the 
team’s run to the 2007 National Championship game.

2008 State Champion Field Hockey Team
The 2008 Field Hockey Team had an overall record of 24-2-1. For the season, the team scored 125 goals and allowed only 
15 goals. They were the Section 1 Champs and the Lancaster-Lebanon League runners-up. They placed third in District 3 
AAA and then went on to beat Hershey in the PIAA Championship game, 5-0, which is a PIAA State Tournament record.

2008 Field Hockey Team Members and Coaches - Lexi Adams, Cathryn Altdoerffer, Jennifer Bradley,  Katie Breneman, 
Maggie Brommer, Helen Doolittle, Taylor Eichelberger, Mariah Farbo, Megan Harris, Kelly Harsh, Nicole Henderson, 
Maddie Hess, Carenna Neely, Laura Revelt, Nancy Stehman, Renee Suter, Haley Weaver, Kathi Weidman, and Jill Witmer. 
Coaches were Matt Soto, Lisa McCoy, Denise Gobretch, Britney Long and Liz Chismar.
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Theatre Alumni in the News
The Penn Manor theatre community is so proud of all the alumni involved in all aspects of theatre, both on-
stage and backstage.  We have actors and technicians in sound and lighting working in professional theater all 
around the world. Three of our alumni have been in the news recently.

Mary Haverstick (Class of 1978)   Mary Haverstick’s documentary film The Last 
Horsemen of New York premiered this past May in New York City and in Lancaster 
at Zoetropolis on North Water Street. Haverstick worked on the film for several 
years after being inspired by the controversy between the carriage drivers in Cen-
tral Park and animal rights activists who feel that the horses are being mistreated. 
After asking for opinions through Facebook, Haverstick was encouraged by people 
sending her money to fund a short documentary in support of the carriage driv-
ers. The film explores the relationship between the working class carriage drivers 
and the wealthy people who would like to buy the prime Manhattan real estate 

where the stables are located.  Liam Neeson, one of the famous names who supported the carriage drivers, narrates the 
film, and Michele Mercure wrote the music. Haverstick has been working in film through Haverstick Films, now Haver-
stick and Mercure, since the late 1980s. She is the recipient of many prestigious awards for her films. 

Donovan Hoffer (Class of 2009)    Donovan Hoffer has been a familiar 
face in local theatre for the last few years. He is known for his work, 
not only on the Penn Manor stage, but also on the stages of the Fulton 
Opera House, the Ephrata Performing Arts Center, The Dutch Apple The-
ater, and on various cruise lines. He choreographed several Penn Manor 
musicals beginning with Little Shop of Horrors in his senior year of high 
school, and he teaches dance locally. Recently, Hoffer was cast in the 
Fulton’s Hunchback of Notre Dame as Clopin, King of the Gypsies, whose 
efforts help tell the story and save the heroine.  His performance in this 
breakout role received many accolades. Hoffer has also spent some time 
in New York City. For six weeks he was a member of the chorus of the 
Broadway concert show Rocktopia, a show that combined rock and classical music with performers such as Dee Snider 
of Twisted Sister and Robin Zander of Cheap Trick. Working on this show added to his desire to be a part of a Broadway 
musical. He plans to move to New York soon to live his dream.

Jill-Christine Wiley (Class of 2011)  Jill-Christine Wiley has been acting since 
she was 8. She has worked at many local theaters, including the Dutch Apple 
Theatre, the Fulton Opera House, and Ephrata Performing Arts Center. 
Wiley’s first big break came when she was chosen to be a part of the  
ensemble and understudy for Belle in a national tour of Beauty and the 
Beast. Then she got to play Ariel in a tour of The Little Mermaid.  Most re-
cently, Wiley played a role she has loved since she was a little girl: Maria in 
the North American tour of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s The Sound of Music.  
She traveled around the country and Canada from September through mid-
June, receiving many great reviews for her interpretation of Maria.  Many of 

her friends and family members were able to see her perform when the tour stopped in State College and Philadelphia. 
She is now taking a short break to visit with her parents in Washington Boro. Then, Wiley will be doing it all over again 
as she has signed to play Maria on the tour of The Sound of Music again. Jill is pictured with (from left to right) Carole 
Shellenberger, Melissa Mintzer and Melissa Telesco, theatre staff and faculty who worked with her when she starred in 
Penn Manor productions.
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PMAA Adds 371 New Members
Commencement was held at Franklin & Marshall College (pictured below) on Wednesday, June 6, 2018.  PMAA is 
pleased to welcome 371 new Penn Manor alums into our ranks. In his address to the crowd, principal Dr. Phil Gale 
celebrated the many accomplishments of the graduates, including state and national recognition in the performing arts, 
agriculture, athletics, technology and academics.

Dr. Gale once again had V.I.P. guests in the audi-
ence from the Penn Manor Class of 1968 (at-
tendees pictured at right) which is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year.  

Dr. Gale thanked the seniors as Penn Manor 
once again received national recognition from 
U.S. News & World Report. For the fourth year 
in a row, Penn Manor High School has been 
honored with a Silver Medal and is ranked the 
No. 1 high school in Lancaster County

          Homecoming 2018
Join us on Friday, October 5, 2018, in Biemesderfer Stadium for Penn Manor’s 
Homecoming! The Comets battle the Cedar Crest Falcons at 7:00 PM. 

Look for PMAA’s yellow tent!  The first 200 Penn Manor alums visiting the tent 
will receive a free PMAA flashlight. Enter to win gift cards, enjoy the marching 
band performance, see the Homecoming Queen crowned, and support our foot-
ball team!

                  GO COMETS!
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Did you meet your spouse in the halls of Penn Manor? 
How did your love story begin? 

Did you ride the same bus, eat lunch together, have science class together? 

Share your story and any pictures you may have (past and current) on our Penn 
Manor Alumni Association Facebook page or send the information to 
High School Sweethearts at PMAA, P.O. Box 9, Millersville, PA 17551 

or email the information to pmaa@pennmanor.net. 

Your love story may be featured in the spring issue of the Comet Chatter!
All information must be received by December 31, 2018.

The Class of 1959 will sponsor a scholarship for a current Penn Manor student. This 
scholarship coincides with the 59th class reunion. Awesome!!

Congratulati ons to the recipients of the Penn Manor Alumni Associati on sponsored 
scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year:

Dr. D.L. Biemesderfer Valedictorian Award - Nicholas Fafel - He will be 
att ending the University of Delaware, majoring in chemical engineering.

Mary Filling Klemmer Salutatorian Award - Joshua Adams - He will be at-
tending Penn State University.

Luella Mellinger Award - Katherina Vana� a - She will be att ending 
Millersville University, majoring in music educati on.

We are fortunate to have Penn Manor alums, reti red teachers and administrators, 
Penn Manor families, and community members establish scholarships for graduati ng 
seniors. Their generosity has helped many students pursue their dreams. 

For a listi ng of student scholarships off ered to Penn Manor students, check out the Penn Manor Educati on Founda-
ti on (PMEF) website at htt ps://pennmanoredfoundati on.org/scholarships/pmef-scholarships/. PMEF is a 501(c)(3) 
organizati on and is equipped to accommodate any scholarship requests. Please feel free to contact Jan Mindish if 
you have any interest in establishing a scholarship at janmindish@comcast.net.
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As alumni of Penn Manor 
you have voting rights at 
every general member-
ship meeting during the 
year.  PMAA is always 
looking for possible new 
programs that will benefit 
our alumni and our alma 
mater going forward.  
Your help in serving on a committee, serving as a future 
officer, or simply attending as an interested party will all 
be greatly appreciated.  Help keep PMAA strong!

The 2018-2019 meetings will be held at 6:00 p.m. in the 
following locations. Please join us!

• November 14 at House of Pizza in Millersvile
• February 13 at Lucky Dog on Columbia Avenue
• April 10, 2019 at Nino’s on Comet Drive

Executive Committee:
Melissa Detz Ostrowski – President, Class of ’88
Nicki Reynolds Nafziger – Vice President, Class of ’00
Open - Corresponding Secretary
Open - Recording Secretary
Judy Herr Duke – Treasurer, Class of ’79
Cindy Duncan LaMaster – Archivist, Class of ’74
Becca Rhoades Carver – Social Media, Class of ’03
Dr. Jan Mindish – Alumni Coordinator
Cindy Brown Rhoades – Newsletter Editor, Class of ’76
 

Mission Statement
The mission of the Penn Manor Alumni Association is to sup-
port, inform, and maintain communications with our alumni, 
encouraging them to play an active role in PMAA, support 
our alma mater, and remain part of the Penn Manor family.

Facebook
Join over 900 alums who have joined the Penn Manor Alum-
ni Association Facebook page. Keep up-to-date on reunions, 
special events, and reconnect with old friends. 

Questions? Comments? 

Contact Us
By email at pmaa@pennmanor.net
By phone at 717-872-9520 ext. 1934

Class of 1978 - 40th Reunion - Friday, October 5, 2018
Homecoming game - A special seating area will be re-
served for Class of 1978. Game starts at 7 PM.
Saturday, October 6, 2018 - Social from 7-11 PM at the 
Heritage Hotel (Loxley’s). The hotel will offer special 
room rates for the Class of 1978.  Heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
beer, wine & soda, Roof Rockers band - $25/person
Questions can be directed to:  PMClass1978@gmail.
com. Find us on Facebook at Penn Manor Class of 1978.

Class of 1998  - 20th Reunion - Friday, October 5, 2018
Our class reunion will kick off the weekend at the PM 
Homecoming football game Friday, Oct 5, 2018. 
Saturday, October 6, 2018 - We will gather at Pineapple 
Manor, 416 Manor Avenue, Millersville, 5:30-9:30pm.
Tickets are $12.00 per person. Significant others 
welcome, adults only. Casual summer dinner, yard 
games, music and fun. Beer & wine included. Must 
pre-purchase tickets, no sales at the door. To purchase 
tickets please Venmo @Lauren-Hauck-5 or Paypal penn.
manor.1998@gmail.com

To have your reunion posted on the PMAA website, in 
the Comet Chatter and on our Penn Manor Alumni

 Association Facebook page, email
cindy.rhoades@pennmanor.net with the details.

HELP WANTED: PMAA needs an alum with graphic 
design experience to take the lead in the preparation 
of our semi-annual Comet Chatter newsletter. The 
newsletter is a team collaboration, but needs some-
one with graphic design skills to put it all together. 
Interested? Please contact Jan Mindish at 
www. janmindish@comcast.net.




