
 

     
 

“The arts are an essential element of education, just like reading, writing, and 
arithmetic...music, dance, painting, and theater are all keys that unlock profound 
human understanding and accomplishment.” 

William Bennett, former U.S. Secretary of Education 

Music Information 
Dear Parents, 

Each year at this time, students anticipate their turn to join our instrumental music 
program. The study of music could be one of the most valuable steps in your 
child’s education. Current research shows that playing an instrument increases 
brain development and — along with developing responsibility, mental discipline, 
teamwork and self-esteem — will provide enjoyment while fostering a lifelong 
appreciation of music and other arts.  
 
The most promising beginning instrumentalist is one who enjoyed learning the 
recorder, sings well, and has beat competence. The basic concepts of music 
learning are pitch, rhythm, melody and harmony. These concepts have been a part 
of the spiral music curriculum since first grade. All children are prospects for the 
school’s instrumental music program in Penn Manor. Your family will need to 
discern if participation in the instrumental music program is desired and feasible.  
 
I hope you agree with our belief that every child should have the chance to 
participate in music, to understand it, and to appreciate it. I look forward to seeing 
you and your child during the 4th grade year!  
 
If you have any questions, feel free send an email to me: jill.almoney@pennmanor.net. 
 
   Musically yours,  

Ms. Jill Almoney, Ms. Kailey Brennan, Mrs. Ashley Brubaker,   
Mr. Allan Dutton, Mrs. Sue Hamer, and Mrs. Sarah Repkoe 

PM Elementary Music Educators 
 



Most instruments will need to be provided by the family of the student. After 

selecting several choices of instruments, we hope that you and your child will be 

able to peruse the PM Elementary Instrumental Music Blog, learn about 

instruments, and make an instrument selection by September. We do recommend 

renting instruments from a local music store before you purchase. The students will 

start with lessons after September 11. Online registration forms will be open 

August 1-31. Please submit that form, purchase the required book, and get sized 

for string instruments, if that is your selection, and finally secure an instrument. 

 
These are the instruments that we offer instruction for: 

Woodwinds Brass Strings 

Flute Trumpet Violin 

Clarinet (reed) *French Horn Viola 

Saxophone (reed) *Trombone (slide) ‘Cello 

 *Baritone *Bass 

 
Percussion  

*Xylophone/Mallets       Snare Drum Pad (very few will be started) 
 
Instruments marked with * might be able to be rented from the school district 

$35/year. This is based upon availability. 

 

If your child is interested in studying an instrument, please encourage him/her to 

listen for the instrument and discuss what they like about it when the radio is 

playing. Additionally, we recommend having more choices of possible instruments 

in the event that one is too small or is not physically suited for the first choice 

instrument. Ms. Almoney, Ms. Brennan, Mrs. Brubaker, Mr. Dutton, or Mrs. 

Hamer will certainly try to help make choices based upon physical assets. Have a 

great summer and we will see you in August! 
 


