
Dear Student, 

 

 I just wanted to share with you before the 

school year begins how incredibly excited I am to 

have you as part of our class this year. Sixth 

grade is such an exciting year. You will be one of 

the oldest kids and will be looked up to by all of 

Eshleman’s students. You will be given more 

independence as a 6th grader, but much will be expected of you. 

This year will begin my fifth year teaching 6th grade at Eshleman. 

Before coming to teach in Pennsylvania, I had the wonderful privilege 

of teaching both 4th and 5th graders for five years in Maryland outside 

of Baltimore. In all, this will be my tenth year as a teacher. 

In the first week of school you will have many opportunities to 

become acquainted or reacquainted with your classmates as well as 

myself. We will be problem solving and learning what it means to work 

as part of a team.  

One of our goals for this year will be to fall in love with reading. 

Some of you have loved reading ever since you were young and you 

would spend hours reading the same book over and over, despite the 

fact that it only had one word per page. Some of you have likely 

started reading less than you did when you were young and may even 

feel like reading is a waste of time or something you do only at school. 

Some of you may feel like you are not a great reader, and maybe you 

even feel like you will not ever be a great reader. Know that it is my 

personal goal this year that each of you leave 6th grade not only being a 

great reader, but believing that you are a great reader. It is my goal 

that by the time you leave me this year you will all be able to share 

with someone your favorite author, your favorite genre, and maybe 



even have a favorite book. With this in mind, I would like you to bring a 

book that you have read this summer with you during our first week of 

school. If you do not have a physical copy, you can bring a picture of 

the cover or just wait and have me print out a cover of the book during 

that first week. I will have my stack of summer books ready to share 

with all of you on the first day of school. 

For now however, enjoy your last few days of summer break. 

Enjoy sleeping in and spending the whole day with your friends and 

siblings. Enjoy sitting around in your favorite chair finishing that great 

book you’ve been reading all summer. Enjoy going outside after dinner 

to soak up those perfect summer evenings where the sun has gone 

behind the trees and the air is cool and crisp. Enjoy everything that 

summer has to offer and know that you have an inviting classroom with 

friendly classmates and a caring teacher waiting for you on your first 

day as a 6th grader. I have provided a list of materials that you may 

choose to bring with you on the first day. Additionally, our first day’s 

special will be music with lunch being pasta with sauce or egg mccomet. 

I will see you soon! 

 

Your 6th Grade Teacher, 

 

 

Mr. Bodde 

  

 

 


