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1 - Conductor’s Full Score

4 - Flute 1

4 - Flute 2
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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida
International University, and completed his bachelor’s degree at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, the music of Erik Morales has a
unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences nationwide.
His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including
works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to
maintaining an active composing and conducting schedule.

About the Music

Wingwalker is a piece that was inspired by the fearless acts of those who risk life
and limb for the sake of entertainment. At first, “wing walking” was conceived as

a way for World War I pilots to fix mechanical problems in midair; however, in the
post World War I era, the flying circus provided a platform for war veterans to show
off their flying skills and the wing walkers took center stage. Accordingly, this
music can be characterized as edgy and always “on the brink”.

The piece utilizes a tube drum which should be constructed from 2” or 3” PVC
pipes. The pipes, when struck on one end, will produce a tonal hollow sounding
pitch. The length of the pipe will determine the pitch, with longer pipes producing
the lower pitches. The exact length will vary depending on the diameter and
thickness of the pipe wall. PVC elbows can be used to break up longer pipes and
constrain the physical size of the drum without affecting overall tone. An inexpensive
rubber beach sandal can be used as a beater and will produce excellent tone and
volume. The Bass Drum and Tom-toms should be dampened thoroughly so that they
produce absolutely no hang-over vibration or noise after they are struck. The fast
section of Wingwalker (from measure 10 on) can be performed anywhere from

quarter note = 160 to 176 with great results.
-



Duration: 3:30 commissioned by the Emma C. Attales Middle School Band
Absecon, NJ; David Seals, Director
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