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Program Notes 
 
The graceful but ominous style and cinematic melodies of Avalon Rising will enchant 
orchestras and audiences, but the real focus of this piece is loureé bowing, found 
throughout its brooding ostinatos and sweeping themes. This dramatic concert 
overture also features approachable syncopation and a greater degree of part 
independence. A development section breaks down the themes to a call-and-
response texture, then a dramatic recap and striking coda draw the piece to a close. 
Intermediate-level players will readily respond to the Romantic style and yearning 
melodies, while teachers will appreciate the important skills that this piece reinforces. 
 
 
About the Composer 
 
Doug Spata is a graduate of the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music. Though he is a clarinetist by training, his experience as an orchestra teacher has 
led him to compose primarily for strings. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. 
Spata has composed peras, ballet scores, symphonies, and many other symphonic, 
band, chamber, and solo works.  
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