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Program Notes

Koa Warriors is a piece based on the Hawaiian Koa warriors - elite fighters of the
islands. Their name originated from the tree they would use to fashion their weapons,
the Koa tree. The wood from this tree provided all their battle tools, which were vast
and diverse, suitable for all types of battlefield combat. The piece is constructed using
a rhythmic canon made up of only quarter and half notes. It might be helpful to clap
out these rhythms and/or “shadow bow” the rhythms in order for the students to feel
at ease with the moving lines, especially when there is a repeated bowing pattern (see
m. 21 and mm. 32-35). The melody stays within the D major scale, and there is very little
string crossing with a few exceptions in the lower strings. Encourage your students to
follow the contour of the lines to create musicality and phrasing whenever possible.
Optional taiko (or bass drum) and suspended cymbal parts were written with the
student percussionist in mind and can add interest and create an even more fiery
“tribal” experience. More advanced percussionists can feel free to embellish the
percussion part by adding more moving notes or rolls. May Koa Warriors bring your
students much enjoyment!

About the Composer

Argentine-born composer and violinist Nicolas Repetto creates music for film,
television, and multimedia while collaborating with talented and creative filmmakers
from all over the world. His music can be heard on networks such as The Learning
Channel, Univision, Amazon Prime, and at prestigious film festivals such as Sundance
and Slamdance in Park City, Utah: Film Independent/Los Angeles Film Festival:
HollyShorts Film Festival in Hollywood, California; and the Festival de Cannes in
Cannes, France. As a violinist, Nicolas has performed with the Miami Symphony
Orchestra, Alnambra Orchestra, and the New World Symphony. He has also played on
soundtracks and provided violin and viola solos for many independent feature films,
live shows, and records in studios around the Los Angeles area with the CMG
Recording Orchestra. Nicolas is an alumnus of the esteemed ASCAP Film Scoring
Workshop with Richard Bellis in 2016 and the recipient of the ASCAP Foundation
Michelle and Dean Kay Award. Nicolas composes music for various ensembles as well
as commissioned works. His symphonic and chamber works have been performed in
the United States, Argentina, and Europe. As a string orchestra teacher and conductor,
Nicolas led the superior-rated Ruth K. Broad Bay Harbor Symphonia and the SFYS
Symphonia. Nicolas holds a B.M. in violin performance and music education from the
University of Miami, and an MM. with emphasis on composition and arranging from
Florida State University.
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