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16 Violin
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Program Notes 

This multi-movement suite of familiar holiday songs is the perfect choice for the very 
first orchestra concert! By the winter concert, beginning string players will feel 
confident playing only open strings in a variety of simple rhythms, accompanied by 
the piano and percussion that fill in the melodic structure and help maintain a steady 
tempo. Students will also experience simple dynamic changes and minimal 
independent counting between violins/violas and cellos/basses. The familiar tunes 
Jolly Old St. Nick; Up on the Housetop; Jingle Bells and We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas are cleverly arranged in festive settings that will bring out the best in 
young players while charming the audience. Each song is arranged as a separate 
movement, so each piece be performed alone or as an entire concert program. 

 

About the Arranger 

Mr. Francis J. Caravella is the Orchestra Director at Manheim Township High School 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he also teaches AP Music Theory and IB Music. In 
addition he serves as the middle school orchestra director and is responsible for 
developing the string orchestra curriculum used in grades 5-12. He holds a Master of 
Music Theory from West Chester University (Pennsylvania) and a Bachelor of 
Science in Music Education from Millersville University (Pennsylvania). He lives in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania and is active as a songwriter, composer and conductor. 

 

Free piano and percussion accompaniment tracks are available here: 

http://www.wjpublications.com/wj/extra/index.jsp 

 

http://www.wjpublications.com/wj/extra/index.jsp
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II. Up on the Housetop
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