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Program Notes 

Take your students on the adventure of a lifetime with First Flight! From its opening 
fanfare to its rousing conclusion, First Flight captures the rapt anticipation and thrilling 
liftoff of human flight. Whether it's the historic moment of the Wright brothers' seminal 
achievement or the recent successes of space travel, you and your students can 
decide which moment is best captured by this piece. Written in 6/8 and exploring 
several of the melodic modes, First Flight has enough twists and turns to keep your 
students and the audience on the edge of their seats! 

About the Composer 

Mr. Francis J. Caravella is the Orchestra Director at Manheim Township High School in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he also teaches AP Music Theory and IB Music. In 
addition he serves as the middle school orchestra director and is responsible for 
developing the string orchestra curriculum used in grades 5-12. He holds a Master of 
Music Theory from West Chester University (Pennsylvania) and a Bachelor of Science 
in Music Education from Millersville University (Pennsylvania). He lives in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania and is active as a songwriter, composer and conductor. 
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