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Program Notes

This original string orchestra piece, written in a 1950s rock and roll style, depends on
the rhythm section to set and maintain a driving groove throughout. This includes the
walking bass line (in cello and bass parts), piano accompaniment, and optional drum
set, which should remain steady. Easy finger patterns allow students to focus on
learning and playing syncopated rhythms with ties. Melodic accents, such as those in
measures 9-10 and 12 or measure 25, contribute appropriately to the upbeat style.
Although there is an exciting crescendo in measures 39-41 and again in measures 65-
67/, it is essential that players do not speed up while playing the phrase-ending quarter
notes in these passages.

When the main theme returns at measure 43 (in second violin and viola), first violins
play new material - a countermelody with many sustained, long durations. This should
be played broadly in contrast to the other parts to build toward an enthusiastic finale.

About the Composer

Scott Watson (b. 1962, Upper Darby, PA) received his Doctor of Musical Arts degree
from Temple University where he studied composition with Maurice Wright and
Matthew Greenbaum. Having composed for concert, radio, and theater, Watson has
received recognition from the American Composers Forum, American Music Center,
Percussive Arts Society, and others.

His music is described as being "imaginative" PMEA Journal, “outstanding... with
beautiful melodies and interesting harmonies” (The Instrumentalist), and "written with
supreme craft" (Percussive Notes). Music critic Philip Metzger (Allentown Morning
Call) wrote: "Watson exhibited a great deal of skill in managing the resources of the
orchestra..he will very likely become a force to be reckoned with.” Recent
commissions include those by the Massachusetts Instrumental & Choral Conductors
Association and an American Composers Forum Continental Harmony project award
celebrating the centennial of Twin Falls, Idaho (Twin Falls Municipal Band). His
Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra was performed in 2001 by the Temple University
Symphony Orchestra at Philadelphia’s famed Academy of Music under the baton of
Luis Biava (Conductor in Residence, The Philadelphia Orchestra) with Terell Stafford as
soloist.

An educator as well, Watson has taught instrumental music in the Parkland School
District (Allentown, Pennsylvania) for more than 20 years, and serves as an adjunct
professor at several Philadelphia area universities. His podcast, What Music Means To
Me, is available at the iTunes Store.



Duration: 1:50 Dedicated to Mrs. Patti Bartolacci, strings teacher in the Parkland School Disrtict, Allentown, PA, and all her students.
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