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Program Notes 
 
In the world of classical music, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) was an extremely 
influential figure in the transition between the Classical and Romantic periods.  
Although perhaps best known for his compositions requiring a full symphony 
orchestra, his chamber music compositions were equally influential and extensive.  His 
Trio in G Major for Violin, Cello and Piano, Op.1 No. 2, is part of a set of three trios that 
were first published in 1795. These trios are among the earliest of Beethoven’s 
compositions to be considered marketable enough for publication. This arrangement 
allows young players to shine with easy finger patterns, repeated notes, and simple 
rhythmic structure.  
 
About the Arranger 
 
Ben Clinesmith, cellist, conductor, arranger and educator, received his formal training 
at the University of Kansas, Indiana University and the Manhattan School of Music. As a 
young professional cellist he played in the Houston Symphony Orchestra conducted 
by Sir John Barirolli and Andre Previn, and later he was a member of the American 
Symphony Orchestra in New York City, conducted by Leopold Stokowski. For fourteen 
years Ben was the cello instructor at Bates and Bowdoin Colleges in Maine, and also 
conducted a youth orchestra made up of select players from throughout the southern 
half of the state. Currently, along with being the cellist in the New England Trio in 
which he has been a member for the last 25 years, Ben teaches at the Calhoun School 
in New York City, where he is also the assistant academic dean. 
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