String Orchestra Series » Grade 4

Capriccio Espagnol

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov

arranged by
Robert D. McCashin

1 Full Score
1 Solo Violin
10 Violin |
10 Violin |l
4 Viola |
4 Viola ll
4 Cello |
4 Cello |l

© Bass

Extra Part - P30354 31

INGERT
WJONES

PUBLICATIONS

3035432

8‘“ 22424

03351



Program Notes

Capriccio Espagnol is one of Rimsky-Korsakoff's most famous and most-performed orchestral
works. Composed in the summer of 1887, it was first premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia, in
November of that year. It was originally scored for a substantial orchestra: 3 fl+., 20b+., 2cl., 2bn,,
4hn., 2tp., 3tbn., 1tb, Tmp+5pc., hp. and strings. The total performance time for the entire work is
about 18 minutes.

Rimsky-Korsakoff had long planned on a career in the navy, but he attended a theater (opera)
performance when he was about 14 years of age, and was ‘taken” with the sound that erupted from
the pit! He wrote home, stating: “Imagine my joy, today I'm going to the theater. | shall see Lucia! |
shall hear the enormous orchestra and | shall see how the conductor waves his little stick.”

Not long thereafter, he realized that he wanted to be a composer - a ‘wise’ decision!

This re-setting of the complete work for string orchestra has successfully kept Rimsky-Korsakoff's
intent, and to a great extent, the sounds and colors of the original orchestration. While requiring
some fairly substantial string forces, it's fully approachable by good quality high school programs. It
consists of five connected movements based on Spanish themes. A terrific addition as a primary
work for any concert!

About the Arranger

Robert McCashin, D.M.A., is Director of Orchestras and Professor of conducting at James Madison
University. In this position, he serves as music director/conductor for the JMU Symphony, JMU
Chamber Orchestra and the select Camerata Strings and teaches orchestral conducting at the
graduate level. He earned Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in violin performance from
Louisiana State University and a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in conducting from the University of
Arizona. Prior to his position at James Madison University, Dr. McCashin served on the faculties of
the University of Texas at Arlington and Texas Wesleyan University. During his tenure in Texas he
performed with the Fort Worth Symphony, Fort Worth Opera Orchestra, Wichita Falls Symphony,
Gallery String Quartet, and the University Piano Trio, and performed extensively as a freelance
violinist throughout the North Texas region. He was the founding conductor of the Arlington Youth
Symphony, served as conductor for the Trinity Symphony and the Arlington Opera Association,
and associate conductor of the Youth Orchestras of Greater Fort Worth. While there, he maintained
a substantial private violin studio of students at all levels.

In addition to his publications for Wingert-Jones, he writes for other major publishers and his many
compositions and arrangements are best sellers and Editors’ Choice selections in the educational
Music arena. He is co-author of the popular New Directions for Strings and A Scale in Time
published by FJH Music. Through his guest conducting and visitations as a clinician and
adjudicator, Dr. McCashin has used his pedagogical knowledge to aid young string players from
elementary through the high school levels. His guest conducting appearances include regional level
professional orchestras as well as district, region, and state honor orchestras. Dr. McCashin was the
founding president of the College Orchestra Directors Association, has chaired the ASTA Merle
Isaac National Composition competition, and served as a board member for the Virginia state
ASTA organization.
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