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Program Notes

Commissioned by the Lime Kiln Middle School community (Fulton, Maryland), John
Jackowski, director of bands, and Lucy Lublin, principal, to commemorate the
twentieth anniversary of the school. 7The Awakening is a programmatic work based
upon three of Leonardo da Vinci’'s most well-known works. He is considered an
archetypal Renaissance man who helped to awaken the Italian Renaissance and
usher in the modern era. The first section, Vitruvian Man, is a striking representation
of the human body and its proportions. In the second section, Mona Lisa depicts the
beauty and innovation of his famous painting. Finally, 7he Flying Machine reflects
Leonardo’s fascination with flight.

About the Composer

Mark Lortz is Director of Bands at Stevenson University (Stevenson, MD). Prior to his
appointment Mr. Lortz was the Fine Arts Department Chair and Band and Orchestra
director at Westminster high school (Westminster, Maryland) where the school's
music department has received awards from the Music Educators National
Conference and the Maryland Music Educators Association. The marching band won
numerous band competitions and the Westminster high school music department
was selected as a national semi-finalist Grammy Signature School.

Mr. Lortz earned degrees from The Peabody Conservatory of Music of the Johns
Hopkins University, majoring in percussion performance, music education and
composition. He has performed with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the
Baltimore Chamber Symphony, the Baltimore Choral Arts Society, the Baltimore
Opera Orchestra, the Gettysburg Symphony, The Dallas Brass, the New York Pops
Orchestra, and various concert and theatrical productions.

Mr. Lortz’s music has been premiered at the prestigious Midwest Band and Orchestra
Clinic, Bands of America National Percussion Festival, and schools throughout the
nation. In 2013, the Baltimore Ravens commissioned him to compose a new
composition to be performed at every Ravens home football game. He is the brass
arranger for the champion Reading Buccaneers Drum Corps Associates (DCA) Drum
& Bugle Corps and he has arranged marching band music for high schools and
colleges throughout the country. Mr. Lortz has been recognized as one of the “50
Directors Who Make a Difference” by School Band & Orchestra magazine.
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