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On the Retirement of Steve Shirts, Dedicated Music Educator with love from:

Barry E Kopetz

Rod Wayman

Keith Sorensen

Hayley Winslow

Mellissa Hunt

Canyon View High School - Dave Jordan, Band Director
Cedar High School - Alumni and Friends

Clearfield High School - Keith Sorensen, Band Director
Desert Hills High School - Mike Winslow, Band Director
Farmington High School - Brek Mangelson, Band Director
Southern Utah University - Adam Lambert, Band Director
Syracuse High School - Rod Wayman, Band Director

Program Notes

Salutes and Salutations reflects the character of a superb music educator who
dedicated his career to nurturing students - and Steve Shirts is indeed a character!
Anyone who has met him knows about his infectious smile, his full-bodied laughter,
and his positive outlook on life. All of this | tried to capture in the music. The various
sections of the piece simply circumscribe the variety of elements making up Steve’s
character. Noble, humble, loving, and good humored with a touch of sarcasm - all
describe Steve at different moments during rehearsals. These traits are embedded in
his personality, and he clearly made a difference in the lives of his students. Steve
Shirts is a rare gentleman most deserving of recognition for both his work as a
teacher and for the exemplary character he displayed while mentoring students
about music and life over the course of a long, fruitful career.

About the Composer

Barry E. Kopetz heads the Department of Music at Mississippi State University and
conducts the Starkville Symphony Orchestra. Previously, he was professor of
conducting and director of bands at the Capital University Conservatory of Music in
Columbus, Ohio. He conducted the Symphonic Winds, Wind Symphony, and
Chamber Winds and taught both graduate and undergraduate conducting. Kopetz
has taught at the University of Utah, the University of Minnesota, Bowling Green
State University (Ohio) and in the public schools of South Carolina and Ohio.



Duration ca. 5:45

Dedicated to Steve and Jill Shirts for their passion and commitment to students and education
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Nobly, with grace and honor
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Humbly, with a touch of sarcasm. ..
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