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Program Notes

Written for the Kingsburg High School (California) band program and its director, Michael
Schofield, a former graduate student of the composer’s. This arrangement is meant to serve as a
spirited concert opener or closer in which the composer’s love for percussion is proudly evident,
as in all his works. Three traditional Christmas tunes are the focus of this composition: / Saw
Three Ships, Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella and We Three Kings of Orient Are. Several solo
lines open the work over a lively and interesting groove provided by the percussion section. The
first two tunes, presented in the same style, eventually combine and overlap for a rousing effect
before a percussion transition takes the listener to a very different groove for the final tune. An
unexpected and spirited 7/8 ending brings the work to a thrilling grand finale that is energetic
and intense.

About the Arranger

Gary P. Gilroy is a professor of music and Director of Bands at California State University, Fresno.
In 1993 he was appointed Associate Director of Bands and Director of the Bulldog Marching
Band, and after 13 years he became Director of Bands in 2006. Prior to this he served as Director
of Bands at Fred C. Beyer High School in Modesto, California where the band was awarded
several national honors as well as the International Sudler Shield Award from the John Philip
Sousa Foundation. He also served as faculty at CSU, Stanislaus and graduate assistant at the
University of Oregon, where he completed his doctorate.

In 2014 Dr. Gilroy was voted into the membership of the American Bandmasters Association. He
served on the board of the California Band Directors Association (CBDA) and is a past president.
In 2009 Dr. Gilroy was given the Distinguished Service Award and in 2015 the Don Schmeer
Friend of Music award from CBDA. Gilroy is a past president of the Fresno-Madera Music
Educators Association and in 2016 was honored with the John Swain College/University
Educator award from the California Music Educators Association. He has also served on the
board of the National Band Association as a Member at Large and as the Western Division
chairman.

In 2017 Dr. Gilroy co-founded the Wind Symphony of Clovis, a group of semiprofessional
musicians from California, and after being in existence for less than a year was accepted to
perform at the 72" annual Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois.

Dr. Gilroy is in demand as a guest conductor of honor bands throughout the United States. As an
adjudicator and guest conductor, he has served in 40 states, Canada, China, and England; for all-
state groups in Colorado, lowa, Nevada, and Oregon; the All-Northwest Wind Symphony; the
California Band Directors Association All-State Junior High School Symphonic Band; and the All-
State High School Symphonic Band. He served as the arranger/composer for the 2008 Olympic
Orchestra in Beijing, China.

With more than 200 publications to his credit, Gilroy's music for concert band, marching band,
and various ensembles has been featured at the American Bandmasters Association Convention,
the Bands of America National Concert Band Festival in Indianapolis, the Eastern Trombone
Workshop in Washington, DC, the International Trombone Festival in New Orleans, and The
Midwest Clinic International Band and Orchestra Conference in Chicago. His compositions have
been performed by many honor bands throughout the United States, and he has been an ASCAP
Composers Award recipient every year since 2001.

Dr. Gilroy and his wife live in Clovis, California. Their two children are both music teachers.
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Dedicated to the Kingsburg High School Bands, Mike Schofield, Conductor, Kingsburg, CA

Christmas in the Valley of Kings
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