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2 Oboe

1 Bassoon

4 Clarinet 1

4 Clarinet 2

2 Bass Clarinet

4 Alto Saxophone

2 Tenor Saxophone

1 Baritone Saxophone

4 Trumpet 1

4 Trumpet 2
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2 Baritone B.C.

2 Baritone T.C.

4 Tuba

1 Timpani

2 Mallets – Chimes, Bells

3 Percussion – Suspended Cymbal, Crash 
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Program Notes 
 
Angels were present as the events of the first Christmas Eve unfolded in Bethlehem.  
The beauty, anticipation and human drama of that night is reflected in a collage of 
familiar classical melodies and timeless carols. The famous Children’s Prayer from 
Engelbert Humperdinck’s 1893 opera Hansel and Gretel frames settings of  Away in a 
Manger, the Polish carol Infant Holy, Infant Lowly; Brahms’ Lullaby (Wiegenlied) and 
the Welsh folk song All Through the Night. 
 
About the Arranger 
 
Gene Milford, a senior lecturer in music at the University of Akron, holds degrees 
from Kent State University including a Master of Arts in music history and a PhD in 
music education. 
 
A public-school instrumental music educator with more than 30 years of experience, 
his ensembles consistently received superior ratings at adjudicated events and 
performed at state and national professional conferences. Dr. Milford has served as 
guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator and has presented clinic sessions at 
regional and national conferences. His articles on music education have appeared in 
Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues in Instrumental Music Education and 
Contributions to Music Education. 
 
As a composer and arranger, he has received numerous commissions, grants and 
awards and has more than 100 published works for band, orchestra, choir, and small 
ensembles. Many of his compositions appear on state required lists. Active in 
numerous professional organizations, he was the 2006 inductee to the Ohio Band 
Directors Hall of Fame. 
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