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Program Notes

Holiday music is a difficult genre to plumb at times. | mean, how many ways can you
present the same music? That’'s the challenge that | face every time | write a holiday
arrangement: trying to bring new life to familiar standards.

In 2016, | wrote A Christmas Flourish, which | felt was one of my stronger attempts. |
loved the way the melodies overlapped and came out in surprising ways.
Celebrations for Christmas is the follow-up work, using a similar structure and style,
but completely different content in terms of the melodies it uses (minus / Saw Three
Ships, which makes another appearance... you're welcome). The carols included are
Joy to the World, Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella, The First Noeland [ Saw Three
Ships, with a few hints at other familiar works as well. | hope this arrangement helps
to make your Christmas a very merry one. Happy holidays!

Performance Notes

e Tempo is as much a part of a composition as notes, chords, rhythms,
orchestration, or any other element. The intended character of a piece relies
as much on this as it does on any of the other aspects of its design. Please
observe the indicated tempo and try to match it as accurately as possible. If
the proper tempo can be achieved, this may be conducted in one beat per
measure.

e Any moving lines should be brought out slightly, particularly if they are paired
against long chords.

e Resist making m. 100 too grand or slower than marked. It is the climax of the
piece, but much slower will make it sound almost melodramatic.

About the Arranger

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education and Master of
Music in composition degrees from Arkansas State University, studying under Dr.
Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013, he served as director of bands
at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. Mr. Standridge has had numerous
works selected for J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice and the Bandworld Top 100. He has
had several works performed at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois, and his work
Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. His music is gaining recognition
as worthwhile literature for concert festivals and performances across the United
States and internationally. He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer,
music arranger, and color guard designer for the marching arts. He also works as a
freelance artist, photographer, and writer.
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Duration ca. 4:10

Traditional Carols

A Christmas Flourish No. 2

arranged by Randall D. Standridge (ASCAP)
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