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Program Notes

Legend has it that there is a book of secrets that has been passed down from the
Presidents of the United States starting with George Washington. Rumors claim that
this book contains secrets that have been collected over the years that only the
Presidents can read and add to. The emphatic music conveys the impact of the
information that is speculated to be in this mysterious and fascinating text. As the
music unfolds, it conveys a sense of power - one can only imagine what shocking
information our Presidents may have conveyed to each other over the years.

About the Composer

John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University, where he teaches
theory, composition, and commercial music. His compositions include works for band,
orchestra, chorus, solo, and chamber ensembles, as well as multi-media pieces, and
have been performed nationally and internationally. Dr. Prescott holds degrees in
music theory and composition from Florida State University and from the University of
Kansas, where he studied composition with John Pozdro and James Barnes.



Achievement Series Lesson Guide
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that
support the National Standards for Arts Education.

BOOK OF SECRETS

John Prescott

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This selection provides an excellent opportunity to work on playing different dynamics, changing textures, and striving
for good balance and style.

Make a clear distinction between the different dynamic markings. Mezzo forte (mf* ) must be softer than forte (_f*),
and forte ( £ ) must be less loud than fortissimo ( _ff" ).

Distinguish the notes which are accented. Accented notes are strong separated notes.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: G minor and B-flat Major. Review the scale which is printed at the top of each player’s part.

Key of G minor

Concert G Minor
Scale and Arpeggio

Concert Bb Major
Scale and Arpeggio

TIME SIGNATURE

4 o L
4 - The upper number indicates that there are 4 beats to a measure. The lower number indicates that a quarter note
receives one beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS
mjf (mezzo forte) — moderately loud

J (forte) — loud
Jf (fortissimo) — very loud
crescendo ( —=—— ) — gradually get louder

STYLE INDICATORS
accent ( = ) — emphasis on a note or chord. Accented notes are separated.

OTHER TERMS

slur — an arched line drawn over a group of notes indicating that they are connected (legato)

tie — an arched line drawn over two notes of the same pitch indicating that they last the duration of the combined note
values

div. (divisi) — when two or more parts are played by separate players

a2 (a deux) — play together

tutti — at the end of a solo passage to indicate all players should play

(Student worksheet is located in the back of the score.)



Duration ca. 2:25

Book of Secrets

Mysteriously, but with energyJ =132

For the Pershing Middle School Band, Springfield, Missouri, Elizabeth Loudis, Director

John Prescott
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Name Date

Instrument
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Hit the right note! (2 points each)
Fill in the #s and bs in the concert scale below. You only have to complete the scale written in the clef for your
instrument.

1. g minor Concert Scale

0H | |
1 i S — ! % i T
T T T i | or
i i I i i ] I i i i ]
D) I I ' I ! '

0 _ |
or ) ] ] I

Transpose Scales for YOUR instrument! (2 points each)
Now it's time to write each concert scale as you play it on your instrument. Write the notes, including #s and bs, in the

clef for your instrument. Don't forget to transpose if you need to! Make sure you have the correct starting note!

3. g minor Concert Scale

0

p’ A | ] . | ]
(> I I or 7" I I
SV 1 1 1 1
)

4. Bb Major Concert Scale

0 0

p’ A | ] p’ A | ]
(e i i or (& i i
SV | 1 AN | 1
D) D)

Musical terms you should know! (1 point each)
Choose a term that best matches the definition.

5. Fortissimo ( ff ) is an Italian term meaning ...
a. very loud
b. moderately loud
c. very soft

6. An slur above above or below two or more notes indicates that the notes should be ...
a. separated
b. connected
c. emphasized
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