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Program Notes

During my career in music education, there has been nothing as satisfying as a group
of young people working together, encouraging and supporting each other to create
uplifting moments of music in service to their school and community. | admire
directors who are able to convey that message to their students so that they
recognize their importance and value not only to the spirit of their school but to
society as well. It is amazing to see that through diligent work, attention to detall,
listening to others, and focusing on a common goal, that students can experience such
joy performing music. When | was asked by the Albemarle County band directors to
write for their honor band, it was this very thought that served as inspiration for the
composition. The work is ideal to open a concert, but the uplifting and positive
melodic material allows it to be placed at any point of your concert cycle. Thank you
for your support of this music and best wishes to you and your band As Joy lgnites!

About the Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator, and advocate of music
education. He is director of music education at Messiah College in Mechanicsburg,
Pennsylvania. His duties at Messiah as an assistant professor of music include
supervising instrumental music education students, teaching methods courses,
working with graduate conducting students, and conducting the Symphonic Winds.

He holds a Ph.D. in music education from Kent State University and a master's degree
in music education from Duguesne University in Pittsburgh. Travis is also a member of
Phi Beta Mu, Nu Chapter; ASCAP, PMEA/NAfME and the National Band Association.
He has presented on instrumental music education at The Midwest Clinic, PMEA and
OMEA state conferences, and professional development sessions for music education.
He has been a contributing author for articles in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist,
The PMEA Journal Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter, National Band Association
Journal, and Learning and Leading with Technology. He is in frequent demand as a
guest conductor for honor bands and composer-in-residence sessions with school
bands across Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio.



Achievement Series Lesson Guide
Every selection in the Wingert-Jones Achievement Series features concise learning objectives that
support the National Standards for Arts Education.

AS JOY IGNITES
Travis J. Weller

National Standards addressed through this publication:
#2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
#5 Reading and notating music.
#6 Listening to and analyzing and describing music.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

This selection provides an excellent opportunity to play in % time as well as work on playing staccato notes with
correct style. Playing rhythms correctly is also stressed including dotted quarter notes followed by eighth notes and
eighth note, quarter note, eighth note syncopations. It also puts emphasis on making sure contrasting dynamics are
played accurately.

MUSIC THEORY
KEY: Concert F and E-flat Major. Learn or review the scales and arpeggios, which are printed at the top of each
player’s part.

Concert F Major
Scale and Arpeggio

Concert Eb Major
Scale and Arpeggio BXP—"4

TIME SIGNATURE

!:i - The upper number indicates that there are 3 beats to a measure. The lower number indicates that a quarter note
receives one beat.

DYNAMIC MARKINGS
p (piano) - soft
mp (Mezzo piano) — moderately soft
mjf (mezzo forte) — moderately loud
Jf (forte) — loud
fp (forte-piano) — start loud, and instantly get soft

crescendo ( ————) — gradually get louder
decrescendo, or diminuendo ( ——) — gradually get softer

STYLE INDICATORS
accent (=) — emphasis on a note or chord. Accented notes are separated
staccato ( *) — detached, separated and light

TEMPO INDICATORS
A tempo - return to the original tempo or speed
rit. (Ritardando) — becoming gradually slower

OTHER TERMS

slur —an arched line drawn over a group of notes indicating that they are legato (connected)
tie — an arched line over two notes of the same pitch, indicating that they are connected
(Student worksheet is on the inside of the score’s back cover.)
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Publisher grants permission to reproduce this page for student learning.

Name Date

Instrument

As Joy Ignites

Hit the right note! (2 points each)
Fill in the #s and bs in the concert scale below. You only have to complete the scale written in the clef for your
instrument.

1. F Major Concert Scale
/) y % . - y |

b 4 T |

2. Eb Major Concert Scale

o) I I
p’ 4 " T f I T 0 " T — I ]
or ),
T I I 1 1
[ f ' [ f

Transpose Scales for YOUR instrument! (2 points each)
Now it's time to write each concert scale as you play it on your instrument. Write the notes, including #s and bs, in the

D

clef for your instrument. Don't forget to transpose if you need to! Make sure you have the correct starting note!

3. F Major Concert Scale

N

or

L
ey

QQ§>ND

4. Eb Major Concert Scale

or

tﬁ’ko
QQS’ND

Musical terms you should know! (1 point each)
Choose a term that best matches the definition.

5. Acrescendo (———— ) indicates that you should ...
a. gradually get louder
b. gradually get softer
c. gradually get faster

6. An accent (=) above an note indicates that the note should be ...
a. held longer than normal
b. played its full length
c. played louder than its surrounding notes
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