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Program Notes

Chivalry dates back to the medieval institution of knighthood. While its meaning has
changed over time, Of Chivalry and Valor celebrates some of the central tenets
deeply rooted in the original chivalric code. The militaristic beginning of the
composition depicts a courageous battle during wartime, where knights would
demonstrate their loyalty, bravery, and valor. Following the battle, the music shifts to
portray softer and gentler values such as generosity and selflessness. The inspiration
for this middle section, full of honor and gallantry, was my dear friend Melany Felsen.
For the finale, we return to the battlefield to witness the chivalrous warriors’ heroic
triumph.

Of Chivalry and Valor was commissioned and premiered by Anthony Rivera (Eastern
Technical High School, Baltimore County Public Schools) in 2013.

About the Composer

An active and versatile musician, David Faleris wears many hats as a composer,
trombonist, educator, and administrator. After completing his undergraduate work
at Boston College (B.A., Music), David returned to his home state of Maryland to
study with James Olin at the Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University
(MM., Trombone Performance). He returned to Boston and served as Program
Administrator for Boston University Tanglewood Institute while teaching at Boston
College and freelancing as a composer, trombonist, and private lesson instructor.
After eight years, David set out to pursue a long-time passion of composing for
visual media by way of Berklee College of Music (M.M. and Post-Graduate
Fellowship, Scoring for Film, Television, and Video Games) in Valencia, Spain. He
currently resides in Edinburgh, UK, where he is focusing both on composing for
visual media and new works for the concert hall.
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