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Program Notes 
 
The Heart’s Reflection was originally written for eight-part mixed chorus as a sort of 
tone-poem on the Old Testament scripture found in Proverbs 27:19, “Just as water 
reflects the face, so one human heart reflects another.”  Broad and symphonic in 
nature, it set these words freely exploring the emotions behind each.  From the 
original program notes:  “Through the coloring of each thought, we are taken on a 
journey of love, wonder, and spirituality associated with the bonds we share with one 
another.  In a modern society that continually grows more out-of-touch with itself 
amidst the environmental and technological distractions of the day, this beautiful 
passage strives to mandate that we reaffirm the connection we share with our fellow 
man.  It serves as a poignant reminder of the spiritual kinship that exists within 
humanity and the necessity that we must see ourselves in the hearts of others.” 
 
In 2011, The Heart’s Reflection won the prestigious Abbey Road Studios 80th 
Anniversary Anthem Competition.  It became one of eight works worldwide (and one 
of only three a cappella works) to be recorded in Abbey Road Studios’ historic 
Studio One.  The Eric Whitacre and the London Symphony Orchestra took part in 
these recordings, with Whitacre conducting. 
 
 
About the Arranger 
 
As a prolific writer of vocal and instrumental music, Daniel Elder (b. 1986) ties these 
genres together to create forms and aesthetics that are at once lyrical and textural, 
drawing its roots particularly from the impressionist movement.  Critics have hailed 
his works as “deeply affecting” and “without peer,” with emotional evocations 
ranging from lush lyricism to jagged polyphony.  Daniel’s compositions have been 
performed extensively in the USA as well as Austria, Italy, Spain, and a recent 
recording in London by the Grammy-award-winning Eric Whitacre Singers.  The first 
commercial album of Daniel’s choral works, “The Heart’s Reflection – Music of Daniel 
Elder” was released in October 2013 by Westminster Choir College (Princeton, NJ) 
and Naxos of America, and debuted at #53 on th e overall classical Billboard chart.  
Daniel’s choral music is published by GIA Publications, Inc. (Chicago Il.) and Carus-
Verlag (Stuttgart, Germany), and his instrumental music by Imagine Music (Medina, 
NY) and Wingert-Jones Publications (Exton, PA).  Learn more at 
www.danieleldermusic.com 
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