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Program Notes 
 
Echoes of the Morning Trumpet is based on a hymn tune entitled Morning 
Trumpet by B.F. White that was first published in the Sacred Harp Hymn Book 
of 1844, a book that was originally printed in shaped notes.  The Sacred Harp 
style of singing is characterized by stark chords with plenty of open fifths, and 
equal participation by all performers who sit or stand in blocks, by section, 
facing the leader in the middle.  Some of the songs are arranged as “fuguing 
tunes” in which the voices follow each other in succession in the manner of a 
fugue. 
 
The text of Morning Trumpet reads, in part:  “Oh when shall I see Jesus and 
reign with him above and shall hear the trumpet sound in that morning.  Shout 
‘Oh Glory’ for I shall mount above the sky and shall hear the trumpet sound in 
that morning.” 
 
This work is written in honor of the career of Robert E. Foster, trumpeter and 
music educator. 
 
About the Composer 
 
John Prescott is a Professor of Music at Missouri State University, where he 
teaches theory, composition, and commercial music. His compositions include 
works for band, orchestra, chorus, solo, and chamber ensembles, as well as 
multi-media pieces, and have been performed nationally and internationally. 
Dr. Prescott holds degrees in music theory and composition from Florida State 
University and from the University of Kansas, where he studied composition 
with John Pozdro and James Barnes.  
 
 



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Time ca. 5:40 

Grade 4

For Robert E. Foster, in honor of his distinguished career as a music educator.
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