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Program Notes 
 
Centrifuge was written for the 2015 Southeastern Louisiana Middle School 
Band Camp and its director Paul Frechou. This piece is meant to depict a 
centrifuge spinning around furiously as though it will never stop. Feeding on its 
own energy it grows stronger and more intense. Throughout all of this there is 
a distinct underlying pulsation in the percussion section, depicting a powerful 
engine that provides the fuel to the ever spinning machine. 
 
Performance Notes from the Composer 
 
Centrifuge should provide a challenge for mid-level clarinet players in that it 
explores all but the altissimo register of the instrument. 
 
The opening theme is first presented by clarinets in the lowest or chalumeau 
register. Later sections run through throat tones and into the clarino register.  
Trumpets and horns next state the melody with low brass adding a modified 
“call and response”section. Woodwinds periodically punctuate the main theme 
with eighth note patterns.  
 
The transparent middle section features alto saxophones and horns 
introducing a new melody. A conclusion to this theme is presented by low 
brass and woodwinds. Upper brass and woodwinds return the entire ensemble 
to the original melodic ideas.  
 
The final section features the original melody plus a countermelodic idea 
performed by low brass and woodwinds. The percussion section provides 
thrust and forward motion while various syncopated figures contribute to the 
excitement of the piece. 
 
I hope you and your students enjoy performing Centifuge. 
 
Earl Fox 
May, 2015 
 
About the Composer 
 
Earl J. Fox, Jr. received his B.M.Ed and M.M.Ed from the University of Southern 
Mississippi.  He obtained a Ph.D. in music from Louisiana State University.  Fox 
taught band for twenty years in the Orleans Parish School System having 
served as director at both Capdau Jr. High and Abramson Senior High Schools.  
He later worked at Holy Cross School in New Orleans.  Presently he resides in 
Picayune, Mississippi where he teaches general music at South Side 
Elementary School.  He is a member of American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers.  He is also a member of Kappa Kappa Psi national 
honorary  band fraternity and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, a professional music 
fraternity. 
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