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Program Notes

Scottish Sunrise was commissioned by the Canon-McMillan High School “Big Mac”
Band. Their directors Mark Falvo and Eric Schrader have been good friends over the
years, and it was an honor to writefor their group. With the school’'s mascot, “The
Scottie” in mind, the piece uses the Celtic hymn tune "Morning Has Broken" as
source material.

Rehearsal Notes

The piece begins with a serene, lush opening that has an optional flute solo depicting
the calm moments in nature prior to sunrise. At measure 25, morning begins to break
ushered by a building fanfare that reaches its height at measure 45. The opening
strains of the hymn are brought in by various sections underneath a lilting original jig
tune. A final culmination of the hymn tune, jig, and new countermelody bursts forth
at measure 115, and parts of the previous fanfare (m.25) return to usher the work to

its conclusion.

It is important for the ensemble to listen for the hymn tune motifs that emerge and
are shared by many sections across the band. Additionally when the piece reaches
its celebratory height at measure 115, the band must play with control so that all the
lines are heard. Percussion should make themselves aware of their entrances and
who they are playing with from the aural cues available. Additionally at the tempo
change at measure 25, it is paramount that the ensemble maintain a steady tempo
throughout the various texture changes leading to the conclusion.

About the Arranger

Travis J. Weller is an advocate, composer, conductor and educator in instrumental
music education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior
High School since August of 1995. He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent
State University. He completed his master’s at Duquesne University, and completed
his undergraduate work at Grove City College. Travis has been an active leader for
PMEA, and recently completed term as President of the Nu-Chapter of Phi Beta Mu.
He is in frequent demand as a guest clinician and has authored several articles in
journals and magazines including The Instrumentalist and Teaching Music. Travis has
been a guest conductor for numerous honor bands in Pennsylvania, Ohio and New
York. As a composer, Travis’ pieces are available from Wingert-Jones, FJH Music,
Bandworks, C.L. Barnhouse, Manhattan Beach, and Grand Mesa Music. In 2009, his
piece “Journey to the Prairie” received 3 place in the the 2" Annual Ticheli
Composition Contest. Notable performances of his pieces have been given by the
Grove City College Wind Ensemble, Westminster College Wind Ensemble, Carnegie
Mellon Pre-College Summer Wind Ensemble, Youngstown State University Band, and
The Vander Cook College Symphonic Band.
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