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Program Notes

Commissioned by the Oologah, Oklahoma High School Band under the direction of
Jon Matthews, Dark Cloud is translated from the Cherokee Indian word “Oologah.”
At first brooding on the horizon, and later exploding with intensity, Dark Cloud
represents an effort to capture the strife of a people battling unpredictable elements
in a time before technology

The inspiration for this composition is drawn from Native American musical
influences as well as the imagery of a powerful and dramatic storm suddenly
appearing and sweeping across the Midwestern plains.

About the Composer

Composer, director, educator, and clinician, Ryan Main (b. 1984) creates music that
has been described as bold, dynamic and engaging. He holds a B.M. in Music
Composition from the University of Missouri - Kansas City’s Conservatory of Music
and Dance and dual M.M. degrees in Music Composition and Music Education from
the Peabody Institute at Johns Hopkins University.

Main has enjoyed a successful career writing for choirs, bands, and orchestras of all
levels. An award winning composer, his music has been published and performed
around the world.

Currently, Ryan serves as choir director in the Independence School District. For
more information on Ryan and his music, visit www.ryanmain.com
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