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for	string	orchestra

from	the	opera	" La	liberazione	de	Riggerio	dall' 	isola	di	Alcina"
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Francesca Caccini  (1587 -  1641)  was an I tal ian composer,  s inger,  and lutenist  in

the early Baroque era.  She composed extensively for  both voice and str ings,

and her only surviv ing stage work,  La l iberazione di  Ruggiero dall ' isola d'Alcina

(The Liberat ion of  Ruggiero from the island of Alcina)  is  widely considered to be

the f i rst  opera written by a woman composer .  The work is  a comic opera in four

scenes that tel ls  the story of  Ruggerio,  a knight who has been bewitched by the

evi l  sorceress Alcina,  and his subsequent escape from Alcina’s is land with the

help of  Mel issa,  the good sorceress.

This s infonia begins the opera,  much l ike an overture in later operat ic works.

The or iginal  score cal ls  for  three treble instruments and one bass instrument .

What makes this piece interest ing is  the use of hor izontal  harmony rather than

the vert ical  harmony that our 21st  century ears are used to.  The top three voices

cross over each other constantly which creates a capt ivat ing musical

conversat ion.  

General  Performance Notes

The tempos indicated are approximations based on l ive performances

referenced during the arranging process.  You may use slower or faster tempos

if  you wish.  

DURATION: 1 '23"

About:

Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

First  pr int ing,  May 2022

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  PERUSAL C
OPY
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