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ABOUT:

Bring some flair to your newest program with Jason Nitsch's ethereal new work for band. Featuring agile
woodwind lines with electronic voiceover, Elegy for a Ghost Town is bombastic, daring, and sure to
entertain this year!

FROM THE COMPOSER:

This piece was commissioned by Dr. Calvin Hofer and the Mesa State College (now Colorado Mesa
University) Wind Ensemble in Grand Junction, Colorado. The commission was made possible by the
generous support of Stephen Boelter and Karen Combs, great patrons of the arts and champions for the
creation of new works for the wind ensemble.

It was my original intent to write a piece celebrating the lifestyle of the old west that was experienced in
these modern-day ghost towns. During my research, | discovered a great deal about the abandoned sites
located throughout Colorado. | quickly realized that many of these places have a very sordid past and
many unpleasant experiences often greeted their residents. Many labor and land disputes, supply
shortages, harsh winter storms, and industrial accidents and disasters checker the past of these
abandoned sites. | then turned my attention to this somewhat darker side of the ghost town and, while
still paying tribute to the glory days of the past, also reflected upon circumstances that led to their
abandonment.

The piece opens with a simple flute solo accompanied by sounds of nature. Most towns were founded on
or near a water source, usually a stream or river, so the sounds of water are often implied throughout the
piece. Many of the old buildings are still standing in these places, but are in horrible disrepair. In those
days, many of the local mines and mills were run by big corporations. Any trouble from one of these
outposts would be dealt with harshly. Many corporations had squads of enforcers who would be sent to
intimidate the workers back into line. Many groups of workers did not go quietly.

‘Elegy for a Ghost Town" was completed July 1, 2006 in Castle Rock, Colorado where | do my best
summer writing and premiered in December 2006! It was re-worked in the fall of 2014 to incorporate the
sound drops you find here, as well as to eliminate several well-intentioned, but ineffective segments of
the piece. This updated version, known simply as “Ghost Town," received its premiere at the Colorado
Music Educators Association Convention in Colorado Springs, CO by the Colorado Mesa University Wind
Ensemble conducted by Dr. Calvin Hofer,

DURATION: 6'10"

know that you are playing

their piece!

First printing, May 2022
Additional parts are available for purchase from the publisher online.
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Commissioned by the Mesa State College Wind Symphony; Grand Junction, Colorado
- Dr. Calvin Hofer, Conductor -
with the generous support of Stephen Boelter and Karen Combs

Transposed

Score ELEGY FOR A GHOST TOWN

¥ Drop 1 for Concert Band

Jason K. Nitsch
2006
Rev. 2014
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