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Program Notes
After years of listening to, studying, and playing the music of pan greats like Boogsie Sharpe, Jit Samaroo, 
and Andy Narell—and two trips to Trinidad to play in Panorama—I had to try my hand at composing 
for steel band. The Travelers is the title track of the resulting album. Its extended form is meant to take 
listeners on a journey of contrasting rhythmic and harmonic ideas. It was inspired by the montunos of 
Cuban piano great “Pupy” Pedroso and the harmonic language of Herbie Hancock, Wayne Shorter, and 
Brazilian singer/songwriter Milton Nascimento.

Two melodic motifs “travel” their way through different sections of the piece. The extended “jam” 
section breaks away from these motifs and takes a more improvisational approach. The rhythms heard 
throughout borrow components from Caribbean styles such as songo, bolero, and calypso as well as some 
mixed-meter ideas.

It is my hope that the intricate harmonies, catchy rhythms, and recognizable themes will provide 
enjoyment for all listeners.

–Patrick Fitzgibbon

Performance Notes
I would suggest that a vital component to rehearsing The Travelers is having a solid drummer who is intimately 
familiar with the written part and the recording. The process will be much easier on the pan players if the 
drummer knows the part inside and out by the first rehearsal.

Also, take the necessary time to break down the rhythm in each new section to be sure the players understand 
how their parts fit together. I would suggest looping the following sections for rehearsal:  

• Letter B (first 2 bars)
• Letter E (first 4 bars)
• Letter F (first 4 bars)
• Letter J (first 4 bars)
• Letter K–L

As a steel band director myself, I know there are time constraints when learning a long piece. As an idea, you 
could use the “jam” section (letter J) to feature an improvised solo instead of the written part. 

Finally, the rhythms in this piece are meant to be played with a Caribbean type of swing. For example, the unison 
rhythm at one before F should be slightly “triplitized” in order to get the proper feel. Listen to the recording for 
a reference or, better yet, listen to calypso greats like Mighty Sparrow or Lord Kitchener!  

Players and Instrumentation
The Travelers requires at least 8 players with the following instrumentation:  

Tenor pan (lead), double tenors (or double seconds), double seconds, double guitars, 
triple guitars, bass pans, drumset, congas, claves, shekere (or cabasa, guiro, shaker, etc.) 
and cowbell. 
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The Travelers
Level:  Med-Advanced
Approx. playing time:  9’45”
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