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Chatterbox
for solo hand percussion



Program Notes
Chatterbox was inspired by the composer’s experiences performing hand drums in various musical situations 
that required efficient setups. To reduce space, a cajon was often substituted for a drum throne when 
performing hand drums. This allowed for occasional downbeat bass tones and backbeat snare tones to be 
played with relative ease while keeping a steady groove with the congas and bongos.  

Performance Notes
The melodic motives of the piece are comprised of the notes A, B, and D#. In order to give the piece a strong 
melodic sense, it is recommended that the drums be tuned to the following pitches:

•	 Tumba: A (below middle C)
•	 Conga: B (below middle C)
•	 Low bongo: D# (above middle C)
•	 High bongo: a good, crisp, characteristic sound (roughly a third above the low bongo)

Players and Instrumentation
Chatterbox requires 1 player with the following instrumentation:

•	 1 set of congas (tumba and conga)
•	 1 set of bongos
•	 1 cajon (with snare mechanism)
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