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JOHN HERNDON

JALOPY
for percussion ensemble



PROGRAM NOTES
Jalopy takes its name from an early 20th century term for “an old car in dilapidated condition.” It is a programmatic 
piece modeled after ragtime and march music. It utilizes metallic textures and zany sound effects to depict a rollicking 
ride in a ramshackle automobile. 

Jalopy is dedicated to my grandfather, Cleo Herndon, who taught me the term when I was a little boy. He was a jolly, 
brilliant man who saw treasure where others saw trash and who could breathe new life into broken things.

–John Herndon



PLAYERS AND INSTRUMENTATION
Jalopy requires 8 players with the following instrumentation:

SUGGESTED SETUP

Glockenspiel
+ratchet, police whistle, xylophone*

Xylophone*
+Acme siren, mark tree

Timpani (4 drums)
+flexatone

Hi-hat
+temple blocks

Snare drum
+brake drum

Concert toms (4)
+cabasa

Concert bass drum
+slide whistle, bike horn

Auxiliary percussion
+tambourine, triangle, splash cymbal,
  suspended cymbal, 3 cowbells, vibraslap



JALOPY
Level:  Med-Easy
Approx. playing time:  3'20"

© 2017 Tapspace Publications, LLC, Portland, OR. (ASCAP) International copyright secured. All rights reserved.

for Cleo Herndon

JOHN HERNDON
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Glockenspiel

+ratchet, police whistle,

xylophone (shared)

Xylophone

+Acme siren, mark tree

Timpani

(G, Bb, C, F)

+flexatone

Hi-hat

+temple blocks

Snare Drum

+brake drum

Concert Toms (4)

+cabasa

Concert Bass Drum

+slide whistle, bike horn

Auxiliary Percussion

splash cymbal, sus cymbal,

triangle, tambourine,

vibraslap, cowbells (3)
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