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PERFORMANCE NOTES
      The percussion parts for Close Your Eyes and Dream may be performed in three ways:

• As an octet featuring all of the percussion parts
• Smaller ensembles may omit the Percussion 1 and 2 parts and perform with as few as six players.
• Larger ensembles may expand the instrumentation by doubling the marimba, vibraphone, and 

xylophone parts.

In each of these configurations you may add the optional vocal part performed by a soloist or a group 
of voices. 

Percussion 1 should use double-sided sticks to allow for a quick transition from felt ends to wooden tips 
before letter G. Percussion 2 should clip the triangle on a stand to free up a hand for the mark tree. 

PROGRAM NOTES
Close Your Eyes and Dream is a lullaby dedicated to my children. The twins came a little early and had 
to spend some time in NICU, so we were there every day holding them while they slept and singing to 
them. I had composed a melody earlier, and it was during this time that I wrote the lyrics that would 
become Close Your Eyes and Dream. The variation between the verses reflects the babies’ unique 
personalities which were apparent from the very beginning.

Hush now, my baby, and please go to sleep. 
Your mother and I are here with you.

Oh, it’s ok, my baby.
Rest your head on me.
I will hold you close and sing so sweetly.
It’s ok, go to sleep.

Hush now my baby and please go to sleep.
Your mother and I are here with you.

Oh, It’s ok, my baby.
Close your eyes and dream.
I can see your eyelids getting heavy.
It’s ok, go to sleep.
Go to sleep, go to sleep, go to sleep…

After a peaceful introduction, two melodies are introduced. Set in strophic form, they are first 
presented with a simple, music box accompaniment and then with a more elaborate treatment. 
Eventually everything fades away as the baby (hopefully) drifts off to sleep.

—John Herndon



SUGGESTED SETUP

Required instruments

• 1 glockenspiel
• chimes
• 1 xylophone
• 1 vibraphone (optional doubling)
• 1 marimba (low A, shared)
• timpano (29”)
• 1 triangle

Optional instruments*

• 1 suspended cymbal
• 1 sizzle cymbal
• 1 mark tree
• 1 extra triangle
• sleigh bells
• vocals (soloist or group)
• extra mallet keyboard instruments (for doubling)

*See performance notes for configuration options.

PLAYERS AND INSTRUMENTATION
Close Your Eyes and Dream requires 6-8+ players with the following instrumentation:
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TSPCE17-026

Close Your Eyes and Dream – Herndon
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