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CHRISTOPHER BRADFORD

MARIMBA QUARTET NO. 2
for eight hands on two marimbas



PROGRAM NOTES
Marimba Quartet No. 2 premiered in June 2016 by the Portland Percussion Group. The piece primarily consists 
of fast, rhythmic ideas, complex time changes, and interesting harmonic motion that will complement many 
different programming possibilities. 

PERFORMANCE NOTES
Marimba Quartet No. 2 begins with fast rhythmic ideas on the tone center of C. The harmonic motion is quite 
long for a minute or so, but begins to move more and more throughout the first section of the piece. The 
middle section consists of a minimalistic layering of ideas that expands into more complex time meter changes 
and harmonic stability. The ending brings back familiar themes and rhythmic structures in a new way and 
introduces new concepts and ideas in a very energized ending. 

OPTIONAL CUTS
Two optional cuts have been provided (courtesy of Portland Percussion Group), and these have been marked 
within the score and parts, should a shorter version be necessary. The two edit points are as follows:

Optional cut 1:
Bars 96–151

Optional cut 2:
Bars 215–270



SUGGESTED SETUP

PLAYERS AND INSTRUMENTATION
Marimba Quartet No. 2 requires four players with the following instrumentation:

• 1 shared 4.3-octave marimba (low A)
• 1 shared 5-octave marimba (low C)
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