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Program Notes

Persistenceis scored for five percussionists playing a mixture of pitched and non-pitched instruments through ever-
changing time signatures (mostly 7/8 and 3/4 alternating). Players often share instruments, with as many as four
players on two marimbas at one time. The title emerged from the persistent 16th-note rhythm played on the metal
pipe throughout much of the piece. Even while meters and accents change, the pipe is persistently moving the music
forward. Inspired in part by the sounds and rhythms of Trent Reznor, Persistence provides performers and listeners an
opportunity to explore the blending of sounds and colors while experiencing different ways of feeling and interpreting
rhythmic grooves.

Persistence was composed in the spring of 2015 for the Southeastern University Percussion Ensemble (Lakeland, FL)
and premiered at the McCormick Marimba Festival at the University of South Florida in Tampa on January 30, 2016.
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Players and Instrumentation

Persistence requires S players with the following instrumentation:

« Crotales (low octave, shared w/ P1 ¢ P2) ¢ Ribbon crasher

e 4.3-octave (low A) marimba (shared w/ P2 € P3) ¢ China cymbal

e 4.3-octave (low A) marimba (shared w/ P4 € P5) e Tam tam (shared w/ P4 ¢ P5)
e Trashy metal (cymbal stack, trash can lid, or similar) e Sleighbells

e Resonant metal (large Zil-bell, bell plate, or similar) e Wind chimes

e Semi-resonant metal (brake drum, slightly e Small shaker
dampened bell plate, or similar) * 3 concert toms (107,12",14”, shared w/ P3 € P4)
¢ Small metal pipe e Concert bass drum
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Level: Med-Advanced

Persistence

Approx. playing time: 5°00”
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Slowly, poco rubato (J = 63) (med yarn)
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7 Persistence — Blume
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